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Mbthér s ekample 1nsp1res all who méet hér

From t.he back seat of our van, the sweet
and ‘melodic voice of my daugh,tcr, Teresa,
sang along to “The Sound of Music,” which

- was playing'on the. tape deck. We were tak- )

ing an unexpected trip to see my mother
andeastrymghaxdtosnmplytlmtkof“My-

- Favorite Things,™ but Teresa wds having

mmuch more success than I was.

_Many of miy favorite things ongumte with |

my mother, and it was difficult to think of

her at that moment because I was worried -
* about her. The day before my father had -

called to tell me my mother had broken her
- hip. Teresa and I were on our way to the
" hospital.

It’s such an unusual feelmg to thmk of -
Mom in'the hospital. My mother is never-

sick; she’s only been in the hospital to have

her six children. My mothier will be the first

to say, “It's not that bad; this can be fixed.”

But for the rest of us who marvel at her -

boundless energy, her zest for life, her en-
- thusiasm for teaching and her remarkable
health, it's-almost lmpossnble to contenr
plate her keeping still. I'm accustomed to

-having a,mother in motion. And as I lis-

" tened to Teresa sing, it occurred to me that
Mother Superior’s song about her young
novxce, Maria, succmct.ly captured my con-

cerns about my mother’s recovery: “How -

do you keep a wave upon the sand?” -
" My motheris agiver. She taught English
As a Second Language, and as a Red Cross

volunteer she taught thousands of children -

- to swim and dive. Her concern for senior

citizens led her to volunteer at her town’s

“Dial-A-Ride” program and for the Little
Sisters of the Poor.”

When I look at my mother Eseé so clear-
ly the person that Jesus asks €achi of us to

be. Without any fanfare or fuss, but always '

with 3 happy heartanda childlike spirit, my

" . mother lives out the Gospel every day. She

family

‘B\' ErireN \I RN

sees a need, and usmg the talents and gifts -
she’s been blessed with, she reaches out and .

make a difference to hearts in need of heal-
ingand souls in need of soothing:

One of the ways my mother has made an

extraordinary difference is through her 20-

- year involvemenit with the Christian Service

Prograim (CSP) at De Paul Diocesan:High

-School in Wayne, N.J. For.the past ilyears

she has served as. the program'’s director.

In the CSP | program, every high school se-

nior is required to give 12 hours of service

" each week. The students visit the elderly at

-nursing homes, tutor children in elemen-
_tary schools, play and read to children at

day care centers and offer assistance to.
young people with emnotional and physical .

disabilities. A dedicated group «of volun-
teers serve as discussion leaders with the

students as they talk -about their experi-’
ences in CSP.. My mother often comments
 that one of the most rewarding aspects of

CSP is that students who are struggling at
school or at hore seem to shine as they
reach out to help othersinneed. .
"Wheh Teresa and 1 pulled into the: hos-
pital palkmg lot, I wondered if my mother,

who has given so much-of herself over the

years, would be able to receive from others.

- I'was also ‘concerned that she may be.in .

pam or even look dxfferent. Not to worry

matters

coworkers gathered around her:. My sister-
inslaw, Allison, said what was. in all our

hearts: “It makes.me so happy to.give this

| littde bit back to your mother after all she's

‘done for us.”
The next day my husband joe arrlved
with my son Bobby, and “Grandma” played

- better than any pain medication.
Knowing my miother’s extraordinary

life, I believe. she will enjoy many more

| years of health and happiness.
" Godwill continue to work through such -

- a faithful follower. Still I couldn’t shake the
saw a chink in-the armor. It’s the realization

my mother. This of course leads me to the

- unpleasant thought that I won’t be here for-

ever either. But I feel grateful and blessed

that I have a master-teacher who has con-

' sxstently -shown me in word and example

that our faith in God, love of family and-ser-

vice to our nelghbor is what's truly ithpor-
“tant during our time on earth.

Italked to mymother this morning. Less

than three weeks- after her fall, she has

she’ll be back at school. Later that morn-

For the next three hours, she held courtas-
| my father, a group of friends and her

a wild game of Bingo with-the Kkids. That .
visit from her grandchildren worked much |-

good health and her positive attitude about .

thought that — for the first time ever -1 -

- that nobody is on earth forever, not even’

graduated to a cane. The walker is history. | -
. She.was driving yesterday and this week |

ing, Tem and Theaded out to the post of-
- fice to mail my mother a care package. As
we drove along, 1 silently reachéd back for
Teresa's hand and waited until I felt her fin- -
gers squeeze mine: And Iheld on tightly to

one of my favorite-things.
[ X X J B
- Marx lives in Lawrenceville, N, Js with ker

h husband and. two duldm

Remember family and ﬁ'tends witha
. Cenacle Prayer Enrollment

A variety of cards are offered
for many occasions

The name of the enrolied persel\,(s)
- and your stgnature will be beautifully
hand lettered in gold calligraphy.
*. Your offering helps support the
work of the Cenacle Sisters.

~ CENACLE PRAYER

'ENROLLMENTS
310 Cenacle Road
-Ronkonkoma, NY 11779-2203
For information or a free brochure call
Toll free 1-877-588-8293 or
FAX 1-516-588-9030

’ . Seafood
Clams Casino,
: Jumbo

Reef

Ftiday'-Specia.Ls

Fresh Haddock $14.95
Saturday Speaals-

:Alaskan King Crab and
Roasted Prime Rib $15.95

A

Creekside Plaia

' SERVING LUNCH § 831 FetmerRd. - SERVING DINNER -
’I‘uesdgy - Friday . B 2959500 Monday - Saturday .

Combination: -
Alaskan King Crab
Shrimp and

and Beef

- Greg Francis/Staff 'pho;rapher

Pzpe cleaner what?

" Denise Watson creates animals from pipe cleaners with sons Mlchael 5, |
and Kenneth, 11 -months, during “Pipecleanerpalooza” Nov. 11 at-.
Irondequoit Public Library s Helen McGraw Branch East Ridge Road

THANKSGIVING DAY Bumr
THE GREENHOUSE CAFE - -
Tuunsmv, NOVEMBER 26, 1998 ¢ 12:00 PM. - 7:00' P.M

FRESH BEGINNINGS.

- Salad Bar with -an Array of Accompammcms -
Broccoh & Cheese Soup ¢ Assorted. Fresh Breads and Rolls ’
ENTREES & ACCOMPANIMENTS -
Fresh Young Turkey with Pan Gravy » Mashed Potatoes
Cormn in a Light Butter Sauce
Assomuawr 0oF DESERTS 70 INCLUDE:
Apple Ple * Pumpkin Pie « Cheese Cake ¢ Jello *And Much More! * )
Adult: $12: 95 Semors $12.95« Klds Ages6-l2 $8.95 « Kids 5 & Under: FreeA ]

Pricesmperpermnanddonm’ clude tax. A 15% g ’ ity wili
autommallybeaddd lopamu of Jormnptnple

911 Brooks Avenie ¢ Rochester; NY 14624
Reservations Recommended, Please Call"

716-328-6000

owned and by the BF Saul Co.

”WHERE ANGELS GATHER”
Rochester’s largest Angel Store -
Stop in to say “Halo"” and Browse

drn/ Back T/w:& Clock: |

ENCORE PRESENTATION'

with any
at the 1 97 Precious Moments
- purchase of $25 or
or;gmul more, while limited

" price of. . quantities last.
® Don’t miss this exciting ont-day only
. Precious Moments® event!
e “He Leadeth Me”, introduced in 1978, has
been brought back from suspension and will
bc retired immediately a&cr this event.

Halzduy de:tmm enjoy the best of them
with Jm't @ lirtle belp frum us.

'Lock, Stock & Barrel Gifts
: . s /}/) 2 )
G MarketplaceMall 423-6592 EastvxewMall 223-2720 ‘




