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From the back seat of our van, the sweet 
and ihelodic voice of my daughter, Teresa, 
sang along to "The Sound of Music," which 
was playingon thetape deck. We were tak
ing an unexpected trip to see my mother 
and I was trying hard to simply think of "My 
Favorite Things," but Teresa was having 
much more success than I was. 

.Many of my favorite things originate with. 
my mother, and it was difficult to think of 
her at that moment because I was worried 
about her. The day before my father had 
called to tell me my mother had broken her 
hip. Teresa and I were on our way to the 
hospital. 

It's such an unusual feeling to think of 
Mom in die hospital. My mother is never 
sick; she's only been in the hospital to have 
her six children. My mother will be the first 
to say, "It's not that bad; this can be fixed." 
But for the rest of us who marvel at her 
boundless energy, her zest for life, her en
thusiasm for teaching and her remarkable 
health, it's almost impossible to contem
plate her keeping still. I'm accustomed to 

. having a, mother in motion. And as I lis
tened to Teresa sing, it occurred to me diat 
Mother Superior's song about her young 
novice, Maria, succincdy captured my con
cerns about my modier's recovery: "How 
do you keep a wave upon die sand?" 

My mother is a giver. She taught English 
As a Second Language, and as a Red Cross 
volunteer she taught thousands of children 
to swim and dive. Her concern for senior 
citizens led her to volunteer at her town's 
"Dial-A-Ride" program and for the Little 
Sisters of die Poor. 

When I look at my mother J see so clear
ly die person that Jesus asks each of us to 
be. Without any fanfare oriuss, but always 
widi a happy heart and a childlike spirit, my 
mother lives out the Gospei every day. She 

sees a need, and using die talents and gifts 
she's been blessed with, she reaches out and 
make a difference to hearts in need of heal
ing and souls in need of soothing. 

One of die ways my modier has made an 
extraordinary difference is through her 20-
year involvement widi the Christian Service 
Program (CSP) at De Paul Diocesan High 
School in Wayne, N.J. For die past 11 years 
she has served as die program's director. 
In die CSP program, every high school se
nior is required to give 1V2 hours of service 
each week. The students visit the elderly at 
nursing homes, tutor children in elemen
tary schools, play and read to children at 
day care centers and offer assistance to 
young people widi emotional and physical \ 
disabilities. A dedicated, group iof volun
teers serve as discussion leaders with die 
students as they, talk about their Experi
ences in CSP. My modier often comments 
that one of the most rewarding aspects of 
CSP is diat students who are struggling at 
school or at home seem to shine as they 
reach out to help others in need. 

When Teresa and I pulled into die hos
pital parking lot, I wondered if my mother, 
who has given so much of herself over die 
years, would be able to receive from odiers. 
I was also, concerned that she may be in 
pain or even look different Not to worry. 

Gmg FraocidStaff photographer 

Pipe cleaner what? 
Denise Watson creates animals from pipe cleaners with sons Michael, 5, 
and Kenneth, 11 months, during "Pipecleanerpalooza" Nov. 11 at 
Irondequoit Public Library's Helen McGraw Branch, East Ridge Road. 

THANKSGIVING D A Y B U F F E T 
T H E G R E E N H O U S E C A F E 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26,1958 • 12:00 P.M. - 7:00 P.M. 

FRESH BEGINNINGS 
Salad Bar with an Array of Accompaniments 

Broccoli & Cheese Soup • Assorted Fresh Breads and Rolls 

ENTREES & ACCOMPANIMENTS 
Fresh Young Turkey with Pan Gravy • Mashed Potatoes. 

Corn in a Light Butter Sauce 

ASSORTMENT OF DESBKTS TO INCLUDE: 
Apple Pie • Pumpkin Pie • Cheese Cake." Jello »And Much More!' 

Adult: $12:95 • Seniors: $12.95 • KidsAgesfrl2: $8.95 • Kids 5&. Under Free 
Prices are per person and do not include lax. A 15% gratuity will 

automatically be added to parties of 8 or more people. 

' # • • ' • • • 

911 Brooks Avenue • Rochester; NY 14624 
Reservations Recommended. Please Call" 

716-328-6000 

For die next three hours, she held court as 
my father, a group of friends and her 
coworkers gathered around her. My sister-
inrlaw, Allison, said what was in all our 
hearts: "It makes, me so happy to give diis 
litde bit back to your mother after all she's 
done for us." 

The next day my husband joe arrived 
widi my son Bobby, and "Grandma" played 
a wild game of Bingo widi the kids. That 
visit from her grandchildren worked much 
better than any pain medication. 

Knowing my mother's extraordinary 
good health and her positive attitude about 
life, I believe she will enjoy many more 
years of health and happiness. 

God will continue" to work dirough such 
a faithful follower. Still I couldn't shake the 
thought that — for the first time ever — I 
saw a chink indie armor. It's the realization 
diat nobody is on earth forever, not even 
my modier. This of course leads me to the 
unpleasant tiiought that I won't be here for
ever either. But 1 feel grateful and blessed 
diat I have a master-teacher who has con
sistently shown me in word and example 
diat our faith in God, love of family and ser
vice to our neighbor is what's truly impor
tant during our time on earth. 

I talked to mymodier this morning. Less 
than three weeks after her fall, she has 
graduated to a cane. The walker is history. 
She was driving yesterday and this week 
she'll be back at school. Later diat morn

ing, Teresa and I headed out to die post of
fice to mail my modier a care package. As 
we drove along, I silendy reached back for 
Teresa's hand and waited until I felt her fin
gers squeeze mine; And I held on tighdy to 
one of my favorite tilings. 

• • • 

Marx lives in Lawrenceville, N.J., with her 
husband and two children. 

Remember family and Mends with a. 
Cenacle Prayer Enrollment 

A variety of cards are offered 
for many occasions 

The name of the enrolled persons) 
and your signature will be beautifully 
hand lettered in gold calligraphy. 
. Your offering helps support the 

work of the Cenacle Sisters. 

CENACLE PRAYER 
ENROLLMENTS 

310 Cenacle Road 
Ronkonkoma, NY 11779-2203 

For infiirm.itiiin <>r ./ free brochure e.ill 
Toll free 1 -877 -588 -8293 or 

F A X 1-516-588-9030 
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Momlayot Tuesday " 

prices 

SERVING LUNCH 
Tuesday - Friday 

Friday Specials 
Seafood Combination: 

Clams Casino, Alaskan King Crab. 
Jumbo Shrimp and 

Fresh Haddock $14.95 

Saturday Specials 
Reef and Beef 

Alaskan King Crab and 
Roasted Prime Rib S 15.95 

Creekside Plaza 
8 3 1 Fetzner Rd. 
Corner Maiden Lane 

225-2500 

£;? sit dp>vn, buffet or 

SERVING DINNER 
Monday - Saturday. 

(Deborah 'sJkavmiy ftngek 
• ••; "WHERE ANGELS GATHER' 

Rochester's largest Angel Store , 
Stop into say "Halo" and Browse 

AVALON-FREE SPIRIT • 1898 LIMITED EDITION 

One Day Only! Saturday, November 21st, 10am-9pm. 

Tturfv Buck Those, Clocks 
E N C O R E P R E S E N T A T I O N ! 

^loS^T? 
at the 197&{ 
original 
price of. . , %Q 00 

with any 
.Precious Moments 
purchase of $25 or 
more, while limited 
quantities last. 

• Don't miss this exciting one-day only 
Precious Moments* event! 

• "He Leadeth Me", introduced in 1978, has 
been brought back from suspension and will 
be retired immediately after this event. 

Holiday Traditions... enjoy the best of them 
with just a little help from us. 

Lock, Stock & Barrel Gifts 

Marketplace Mall - 424-6592 Eastview Mall- 223-2720 


