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intervene, and thelnqulsihon
 loses its original chmdef

Sixtus IV
3,
i slxtus, to.no avall, oomplalm to sov-
ission. ereigns about the severityof -

' :‘mte ﬂ,t: Spanish inquisitors. Bumings at the
" Spanish stake numbered around 2,000

inquisition, Among Wi Under the first grand inquisitor,

Hsvictimsare -\ Dominican Tomas de

Sacred Congmgabon of the Unwersal

hqmsiliontoﬂaeSadeongregaﬁon
ofmeHolyOfﬁoe. :

Congregatlon for the Doctrme of the Faith. . .-
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grams, -the Monty Python £
) "comedy troupe performed a {
routine in which a eharacter repeat- §
edly.cackled, “Nobody expects the
Spanish Inquisition.”
" . However, the Spanish Inqmsmon
- iswhat many people expect is meant *
wher the Inquisition is mentioned, acknowl-
* edged Timothy Thibodeau, associate profes-
sor of history-at Nazareth College.

' ‘n one of its television pro- g

“When people talk about the Inqu:smon, I

think what most people have in mind is the
Spanish Inquisition,” he said. Moreover, he
-noted, “The impression people get is that was .

" . asuper centralized papal mqmsmon sxtuated

in, Rome.
' But, he remaﬂced, “’Iihere £:517) such thing as

" the Inquisition pure and simple.”

.Historians note that the “Inquzsmon actu-
ally consisted of a number of separate events
and activities originally intended to fight
heresy, including the Spanish Inqulsmon the

. _Roman (or papal) Inqulsmon, and mqulsmons '
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| Still, the mental images are univer-
 sal: Secret informers. The Grand In-
¢ quisitor. Summary trials. And:a ﬁery
death at the stake. ,

“The Inquls;tton quickly became
-synonymous with a cruel court. But
was it really?” Italian historian Adri-
ano Prospen asks.in his new book, Tribunals of

“Il:s de‘ath sen§ences were rare, and its judg-
ments were justified in a way that presented

. the tribunal’s work as more incliried toward
‘mildness than harshness,” he wrote.

Historians generally date the Inqulsmon
from the 12th to the 15th century — with the

- Spanish manifestation lasting into the 19th. "

The Inquisition was preceded by investiga-
tions launched locally by bishops and princes
early in the.12th century. These investigations
targeted heretical groups such as the Cathars
in southern France, and were carried out un-

“der decrees issued through church councils

Continued on page 10
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