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.By Rob Cullrvan
Staff writer

"Msgr. Joseph Cirrincione has handed

over his longtime directorship of the Fam-"
ily Rosary for Peace radio program to Fa-

ther Paul J. Tomasso, effective Sept. 1.
Msgr. Cirrincione is retired and resides

" at St. Francis of Assisi Church rectory. Fa-.

ther Tomasso is pastor of St Francis as well

- as St. Anthony of Padua, Ss. Peter-and Paul
- and Holy Apostles churches.

The monsignor 88, announced his res-
ignation in the October Family Rosary for
Peace newsletter, which also highlighted

 the program’s annual appeal for donations.

Father Tomasso said the monsignor decid-
ed to hand over the reins to him because af-
ter 48 years he thought it was time to turn

_the program-over to someone else.

Msgr. Cirrincione said he was initially in-
spired to promote his rosary program after

_visiting Fatima, Portugal, in the late 1940s,

where he met Sister Maria Dolores, better
known as Lueia; one of three children who
reportedly saw the Blessed Mother ini a se-
ries of visions in 1917. Sister Maria en-

couraged the priest to promote daily recita- -

tion of the rosary, he recalled. ,
“That’s the raison d’etre of my life — t

get the rosary said every day,” hie said.
The monsignor began broadcasting the

' program in Rochester over WSAY in. 1950.
He ceased his live broadcast efforts after -

suffering a heart attack in 1990.

From 1990 to the summer of 1997, the.
‘program - was ‘breadcast “from "the - St.
Joseph’s Convent Infirmary in Pittsford.

" But the Sisters of St: Joseph discontinued |
hesting the broadcasts because of the de- -

clining numbers of nuns available to pro-
vide them. Since then, the program has
consisted of taped broadcasts made by Ms-

gr. Cirrincione that also feature the voices

of the prograxr_l's friends and supporters. -

_ Msngoseph CIrrincione

Ina separate October letter promotmg ‘

 the program’s annual appeal for funds,
Blshop Matthew H. Clark praised the
priest’s stewardshlp of ‘the rosary show,
which currently airs daily at 6:30 p.m. on
WWWG 1460 AM in Rochester, and on -
WXRL 1300 AM in Buffalo/Niagara Falls.
“I want to thank Msgr. Joseph Cirrin-
cione for his i mspmng commitment to the
" Rosary for Peace,” Bishop Clark wrote.
“Over the years he met many financial,

~technological and organizational chal- . |

- lenges which he met with characteristic
confidence in our Blessed Mother. And
now the daily rosary has become a living
tradition in this regton '

The blshop s sentiments were shared by

Diocese hlres new glfts dlrector

-By Lee Strong

Assocnate edltor
Lmda Zuber, the Diocese of Rochester S

new director of major and planned giving, |
had only been on the job a few days, but |

she already knew what she wants to do. -
*“I like to-think my job-will be about bmld

N ‘ing relationships between _people and the "

diocese,” explained Zuber in a Nov. 5 in-
terview — just three days after she began

her new job. “People glve to people ‘They

don’t give to institutions.”
She will be encouraging people to give

* support above and beyond what they con-

tribtite to the Thanks Giving Appeal, whichi
funds the immediate day-to-day operatmg

expenses.of the diocese.

. “Major gifts are gifts that take a llttle -
- more planning, alittle more thought “Tu-

ber said.

Thus she will be seelung long-term do- |
nations, through such means as cash, secu-. -
rities, property, bequest and life payment
" plans..

Zuber comes to-the leCCSC with atrack

record of encouraging people to provnde .
- such support :
She is a 20-year veteran of fundralsmg-

and alumni relations at the University-of .

Two Rochester churches will host eele-
“brations in lionor of Blessed. Grimoaldo

- Santamaria, some of whose relatlves live in

the Rochester area.
Holy Cross Church, 4492 Lake Ave.,
Rochester, will hold a triduum — three days

- . of prayer —Nov. 16-18 begmnmg each day

at 5:20 p.m.

Church of the Annunciationi, 1654 Nor-
ton St., Rochester, will mark his feast day,
Nov. 18, with an 8:15 a.m. Mass. :

The guest speaker at both churches will
be Passionist Father Dominic Papa, the
American promoter of Blessed Grimoal-

center and the Univer-

. recently, she had been
serving as. the staff
‘support for the med-
ical-center’s $35 mil-
lion Campaign for Discovery.

Desplte the fact that.that campaxgn was .

progressmg well, Zuber, a parishioner of
Rochester’s St.-Mary’s Church, jumped at
the chance to work for the diocese.

“I got to the point in my own life where |
I wanted to actually work in a somewhat -

smaller, more nurturing place, she said. “I
think there’s something very spiritual

: (about the pastoral center), and I thmk,

‘we're here because we love the mission.”

Zuber grew up in St. Rita's Parish, Web-
ster. She is currently amember of the stew-
ardship committee at St. Mary's.

Zuber will be continuing the worl( of :

Mary Consler, who left the diocese to work

for WXXI this summer. Zuber said Consler |

left a a “very solid foundation, a very good
place to start” and “a wonderful network .
of planned giving advisors.”

Her hope, she added, is “to personahze V

things, to build on the current relationships
_that are there.”

Parishes plan Blessed Grimoaldo services

- do’s cause.
A native of Pontecorvo. Iealy, Blessed Gn-
- moaldo entered the Passionist order in
1899 at age 16. He pronounced first VOWS'

- in 1900, then died suddenly in 1902, with

a reputatxon for holiness. His cause for can-
onization was initiated in 1957. On Jan. 29,
1995, Pope john Paul II declared ‘him
“blessed.”

. After his death, his. mother, Cecilia Rus- ‘

cio Santamana, and his niece, Jenny Santae
maria Panella; moved to Rochester. Two of

- his nieces and a number of his relatlves still
live in'the Rochester area
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Fr Tomasso to dzrect rosary " ‘.rogram

Mary DiLullo, a longtime supporter of the

Family Rosary For Peace. :
“I think a great deal of Father Joe,” she

' said of the rnonsxgnor “He’s such-a dedi-

cated man to the Blessed Mother.”

Father Tomasso said Msgr..Cirrincione

has taped all 15-miysteries of the rosary, and
that the tapes are. currently being rotated
on the air. In his October appeal letter, the

' monsignor said the tapes are available to

the general public at $15 per three-tape set.

“People can play them in their car, their
home, anywhere they want,” the monsrgn
or said.

Buyers may send their orders to: The
Family Rosary For Peace, P.O. Box 11007,
Rochester, N.Y. 14611. Father Tomasso said
people interested in donating to the pro-
gram may also send their donations to that
address. Checks should be made out to:

- The Family Rosary For Peace. . :
Father Tomasso said the program costs
" about $2,200-a month to keep on the air, Al- -

though the programs has occasionally en-
countered financial difficulties, its sup-
porters have been steadfast, he said.

“People are very good, very generous

and very devout,” Father Tomasso said.
Father Tomasso said the program has re-
mained popular because it appeals to many

- Catholics who desire daily prayer.

. “I think that not only is the rosaryatra—
ditional devotion in the church, it'’s a valu-
able devotion,” the priest said. “The rosary
is very appealing, satisfying and rewarding

to many, many people. It’s just a wonderful
- reminder of the mysteriés of our faith.”

. He'added that radio broadcasts of rosary
recitation allow people a chancée to
stréngthen their Christian faith — and gives
them a break in their busy days .

DiLullo echoed Father Tomasso.
“It’s only a half-hour,” she said. “Why not

. give a half- hour- to the Blessed Virgm
Mary?” - -

Turn the

Your will gives you the
power to create a lasting
legacy...to extend your
influence and values
beyond your lifetime.

Your heart gives you
the desire to makea
difference to people
with disabilities. ..today
and tOmorrow.

heart into WILLpower™
and create a better future -
- for kids and grownups
- with disabilities served
by the Al Sigl Center’s
eight partner agencies.
- Remember the Al

in your will or estate
plans. Your gift today will
last for generatzons to come.

For a free booklet almut
making a lasting gift to
the Al Sigl Center, call .

(716) 442-4100ext. 120 . Center

Turn the power of your P

Sigl Center partnership

tllarwlll last ﬁnzver .

power of your heart into

WILLpower““
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