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" Never Forget: Christian and jewtsh Pmpec
tives on. Edith Stein, by Waltraud Herbstrith,

QCD, translated by Susanne Batzdorf¥. In-

stitute of Carmelite Studies (Washmgton
1998). 304 pp., $11.95. :

Aunt Edith: The Jewisk Heritage of a
Catholic Saint, by Susanne Batzdorff. Tem-

plegate Publishers (Sprmgﬁcld I, 1998) 3

237 pp., $14.95.

Reviewed by Eugene J: Fisher
) Cdthohc Ncws Service

At the outset, 1 should 'lcknowledge lhal 1
<1 have short pieces in both of these works.

So this articlé may be censidered mere of

a_book notice than a book review. On the

other hand, I was sent the typescripts of
both books before agreeing to appear in

them. So my. 'lppe'lr'mcc in them does in- .|

dicate a measure of my very posmve reac-
tion to them.

Waltraud Herbsmth sNeverFmget ong- .

inally published in German to mark the be-

atificationr of St. Edith Stein, collects the .
reflections of more than 50 European .

Catholics and Jews: scholars, religious and
culwral leaders, friends and members of.

_the Stein family. To these the American’
-edition has added helpful informational es- -

says on the canonization.and its process by
Carmelite Fathers John Sullivan and Kier-
an Kavanaugh, and on the Edith Stein
Guild by Victor ]. Donovan, along with two
trenchant and incisive articles by Rabbis
Nancy Fuchs-Kriemer and Daniel Polish.
The latter, along with some. of the Euro-
pean-Jewish contributions, explain Jewish
concerns and sense of unease with the can-
onization.
Cardinal William H. Keeler, in a recent
- advisory sent to the U.S. bishops in his ca-
. pacity as episcopal moderator for Catholic-
Jewish relations, noted two central con-
cerns in Jewish responses. First, the long
“history of attempts to convert Jéws — too of’

portraits of St. Edith Stein

Ihe Jewzsh Hemage
Catlw ic Samt
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Holocaust, by casting a Catholic

- in the role of victim. Again, the
bishops® statement of 1987 was
quite clear.-Veneration of Edith
Stein, they declared, should lead

" to contemplation on the sins of
Christians against Jews over the

the fact that her murderers,
while hardly practicing Chris-
| tianity, were baptized and raised
as Christians.

collected in Never Forget provide
an invaluable personal, histori-
cal and theological set of in-
sights not only into Edith Stein
and the Holocaust), but also in-
legacy that the church, in pre-
sets.as a challenge for all future
generations of Christians. .

" Susanne Batzdorff, the author
* Jew, as is much of the extended

tempt at genocnde‘ What she

ten by Tdrce, even though this was official-

 ly banned by the Church — leads Jews to |

question whether the canonization and

. subsequent veneration of a Jewish convert

will lead to similar proselytizing attempts
with thelr tragic-consequences, such as the
expulsron of the Jews of Spain in 1492. In

_ a statement in 1987, the bishops’ Commit-

tee for Ecumenical and Interreligious Af-

[ fairs formally eschewed any. such usage of
- the figure of Edith Stein. .
The second, again quite undemlandable,

i n]emsh fear arising from the canonization is. .

N

_ SUBSTITUTING MEANING FOR Anmcnou IN TANZANIA
| Father Fabran Mbunda (bot- -

~

gives us here is truly remarkable

and precious. It is the story of a woman of -

greatness and spiritual humility; a detailed

. biography of her aunt, whom she knew

and remembers. But it is also the story of |
her family, and of a tragic catastrophe of

- unprecedented proportions that washed

over her once tightly knit family, dispersing

around the globe those who survived.. '

Edith Stein died in Auschwitz before a

book she had been woiking on, Life in a -

~ Jewish Family, could be published. The
{book was designed to break-down the'an-
u-Semmc stereotypes then rampant ifi Eu-

that it represents an attempt by
thé church to “take over” the-

. centuries, especially considering -

The Jewish and Chnsnan essays

and her times (two World Wars .
to the sensitive-and complex.

serving hér memory in'this way, |

of Aunt Edith, is an observant -

family that survived Hitler's at- |

‘Our Lady is calling you...

rope The saint’s niece not. only fulfills the
hopes of her aunt for our times, but gives

us an invaluable look at the remarkable

Jewish family that produced a Catholic
saint and remains Jewish to this day..
Edith Stein died as one of 6 million Jews.

No more. No less.-But her life and her pro- .
found spiritual and theologxcal works will . -

influence the church for centunes to come..
o0 .

- Fisher is associate director d the Secretarial
Jor Ecumenical and Interveligious Affairs, Na-
tional Conference of Catholic Bishops, and con-

~sultor to the Holy See’s Commission on Relz-
gious Relations With the Jewish People: .

To peace, prayer, and holiness

tom row, second from left),
has helped more than 260
impoverished young men in

Tanzania kick drugs.

t One of these young men is
1 9-year401d_ Chris who 7
explained that his faith.

helped him to escape drugs

_and find a.new. meaning for his life. t Almost every day, .-

Father Fabian travels hundreds of mrles, glvmg talks at schools
and commumty centers, organizing seminars and drstnbutmg
anti-drug literature. Most importantly, this local priest shares with
‘1| the yo'ung-'people he meets the “Good News” of Jesus Christ and
His message_ of ‘h"ope, love and salvation. Through a Gift Annuity
with. rhe Propagarion of the Faith, you can helpl the future miis-
’sronary work of the Church —and you benefit as well.

1 A Propagation of the Faith Gift Annurty can provrde you with

iricome for the rest of your life ata favorable rate of return.

[Pssion o

Pleme wrne for mformanon o

THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH

: ],;,.7,5 " Please niail coupon tor Blsh()p Witliani ] McGonmack, National Dircctor, %,.
Propigation-of the luulh K()() Fifth Avenue, l2lh FI()m New York, NY I()()()l i

8 Please send mformalzon on your Gzﬂ Anmuty
Far. the Church in_the Mzsszons loday, I enclose...

O $100 " O $___ (other)

‘O$5 08B . 08100
Name |
‘Address :
- City - 3 “State__~_ Zip -

Please remember The Socrely for lhe Propagauon of the. Farth

~ when’ wntlng or changmg your erl.
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“Pray, Pray, Pray”

Over 10,500,000 sold in U.S. and 52 foreign countries.

- Great Prayerbooks

" Mary’s Call - 4 Keys to Heaven ... Lee..l SLSO
Mary's Call - Mury, Teach MetoPray ...... 1.50
Mary's Call - Together In Prayer .......... 1 50

- Mary’s Call - Glory To The Trinity . v 150
" . Mary's Call - Little Bookol'Pmyen RURSURNEEY.
Mary's Cali- The Way of the Cross ........ 1.50
Excellent Reading and Gifts -
In God's Hands - Thomas Petrisko . . . ... .. 9.95
Heaven's Messages For The Family ie..i.. 1495
Incredible Book of Vatican Facts ........ .. 12,95
What Jesus Saw-FromThe Cross .......... 13.40
Letters To Gabricl - K. Santorum .. . ........ 1499
Souls In Purgatory - Sr Emmanuel el 4.95
Did Adam & Eve Have Belly Buttons? ..... 1195
What Noa_h Did With The Woodpeckers ... .. " 1499
A Large Print Prayer Book ......... e LD

. Afier Life - Michael Brown .............. 650
Miracles of Transformation .............. 795
Save Me, | Fell In The Carpoot ........... . -10.99
Lift Up Your Heart - Fultoi Sheen . ... .. .. 13.00
Nobody Calls It Sin Anymore - Roberts . . . .. . 6.00
Diary - Divine Mercy In My Soui -Sr. Faustino - 12.00 .
Coming Chastiscment - Bro C.:Driscoll . . . . . 1.95
Listening To God - Fr. Bill McCarthy . ... 2 00 '

" The Joy of chg Culhnllc Fr MLCHI’Ih}

~ Audio Tapes;

Rosary of Healing - Dana - Audio . ..... ... 1000
Pray The Rosary- Sz Mary Lucy - Audio . ... 10,00
* Qur Father - Fulton Sheen - Audio ...... o300
Confcssron Fulton Sheen - Audio ........ 3.00
Blessed Mother - Fulton Sheen - Audio ... .. "3.00
Living Presence - VCR-............ e 2495
‘Miracles of Lourdes, Fatima-VCR ..... S 1995
Marian Apparitions of 20th Century - VCR .. 24.95
“Audrey'sLife-VCR .. ............ ... 2495
Prophecy & New Times.- VCR ......... .. A2'2.00
Ocean of Mercy VCR Pope John Pnul . 2495
Ten Hour Votive (72/$11.00) eiich a5
" Six Day Votive (4/86.60) euch ..>....... SR I £
Compact Disc
Mothers Bearest - §r. Marv Lucy .......... 1495
To The World I (Lady of Medjugorje) - Morin 14.00
The Rosary - Dana ............... .. 1495
Sounds of Medjugorje | - O:Brien ......... 1495 .
Mother Dearest, Molhcr Fairést - Kmlns ..... 14.95

Video Tapes
& Candles 2
Rosary - 15-Decade, litanies - Audio ....... 300
Stations Of The Cross-Audio . ............ 300
Prayeis & Meditations #1 - Audio ......... 300

How Great Thou Art - Kachis ... . 1495

Mary Call

504 W. US Hwy 24/P.O. Box 162
Salisbury, MO 65281-0162

- 660-388-5308 * FAX 660-388-5453

" Mary’s Call is a tax exempt corporation.
" Any donation you wish to make will
help-spread the devotion to -
‘Our Blessed Mother around the World.. -
SHIPPING:
" Purel Ji "SHIH dd 52,00

* All Phone Orders Accepled With Visa -
or Mastemharge Only.

ere for a free caulog .of over 700 items or Visit us at our web site:

.maryscall.com



cour@froiuiernci.nc-t
wMW.nMrysall.com

