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ROCHESTER — St. Bemarci's Institute

has announced plans to move its offices

from Colgate Rochester Divinity School,
1100 8. Goodman St., by September 2001.
SBI's presxdent ‘Sister Patricia A.

Schoelles, SSJ; announced the move in an’

Oct. 29 press release.

_“We've experienced some growth in pro-
grams and numbers, and we think we're
ready to establish our identity as an inde-
pendent entity,” she said jn a phone inter-
viewNov.2, -

She said the schiool’s board of trustees
voted unanimously Sept. 30 to make the-

St. Bernard’ .Instltute
to exit Colgate in 2001

" nance the move. She also said that thé new |

SBI buxldmg will prebably be chosen, in

part, for its proximity to Colgate. -
Indeed, Sister Schoelles stressed-that the

move does not mean the school is ending

its cooperative relationship with Colgate,

sealed in a 1981 covenant, and said that the

SBI's board. had unammously passed the.

following resolution:” -

“The Board of St: Bemard S Insutute en-

" dorses the value of the ecumenical dimen- |
sion of its educational mission and is com-

- mitted to explore shared ecumenical

‘theological education wu:h Colgate

Rochester Divinity School ...
Dr. James H. Evans, president of Colgate ;
said his school was disappointed that St.

A shockmg open house

-Greg | FranclsIStaff photographer '_

. i move, and received approval from the Dio- .| Bernard’ swas leavmg, but understood why -
ong ! cese of Rochester Oct. 23. - SBI's board decided it had to move ‘
cnter- SBI currently occupies 12 offices at Col- “We appreciate the last 18 years or so ~Kailly Vay, 11, a sixth-grader at St. Margaret Mary School, tr 'es outa Sta“c
A por-- 1 gate, and shares library and classroom | that St. Bernard's has been on thls cam- charging device in a_science classroom during Our Lady of Mercy- High'
belo- - space with Colgate. Opened in 1981, SBI | pus,” he said. : - School’s open house Oct. 29. Physics teacher James Ditzel holds a mirror
id h'e ; has been located at Colgaté ever since. SBI |- Sister Schoelles cited several reasons for . atright. About 700 parents and students attended
wns 3 began operating the same year St |’ SBI'sneedinganew facility, mcludmg SBI's
lifea: T _Bernard’s Seminary . on Lake. Avenue | steadily growing enrollment over the last - .
spot. ! closed. SBI grew out of the seminary’s old | decade. SBlcurrently has 149 graduatestu- | ‘sion program in Albany that boasts 83 stu- ship space and dining facilities; she said.
1 her , - graduate . theology départment, which | dents, butshe noted that the schoolhadon- | dents. She added that students from as far Sister Schoelles attributed the school's
oever : chose toadopt the name of the former sem-. | ly 80 graduate students in 1990. SBI peaked | away the Diocese of Syracuse also attend | increasing enroliment mostly to the growth
ood. | inary when it became the institute. | at 165 graduate students in 1996, she said, | SBI classes in Rochester. . - in the iumber of lay women pursuing the:
eigh- ) i Sister Schoelles said SBI and Colgate will -| and has declined only slightly since then. - Other factors have led the school to con- | ological studies, noting they currently

1 continue to share library and some class- | - She added that the school wants a new | sider moving, she said. For example, inthe | comprisé two-thirds of the-school’s gradu-

|

le‘

il

‘room space after the move. The schools are
also exploring resurrecting the Rochester

Center for Theologlail Study, a consortium

- that the two institutions operated for sev-
eral years, but which became inactive bythe

eaﬂy 1990s, she said.

Sister Schoelles said that rio site for the '

new school buxldmg has been selected yet,

building so that it can expand its programs -

to include distance learning, which would
use televised classes to teach off-campus
students in such places-as Ithaca.

“The; presndent alsosaid that SBI wantsto

become a nationally renowned theological

schoal that could attract students from out-
side New York state. The school is- alﬁeady _

last four years, SBI has become the ministry
formation "center for the Diocese of
Rochester, Sister Schoelles explamed The
school has 100 students in its mmlstry cer-
tification prograrm, she said.

-Both SBI and Colgate are scheduling
more night classes, making it more difficult
for the schools to share classrooms, she

.~ ate students. Explaining the large numbers

of women at the school, Sister Schoelles -
" said that, contrary to popular perception,

- many women are finding ample opportu-
nity for ministry in the church despite the .
fact they are prohibited from pncstly and
diaconal ordination. -

“One of the most creative movements

eand ‘and she added that it is ‘unlikely. SBI will | wellknown in New York, she noted, point- | said. The new SBI butldmg will'have im- | going on is the emergence of lay min-
holic : hold any'kmd of capital campaign to fi- | ingout that it currently operates an exten- | proved classroomns, semmar réoins, wor-, j istries,” she concluded.
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