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Kevin.has studled St, Bernadette .

. Soubirous because his mother’s -

middle hame is Bemadette He '
discovered that St. Bernadette -

- . theology for the church,” Patrick said.

underwent great public humiliation in *

the mid-1800s because she said she

__had seen visions of the Virgin Mary:

* “She stuck up for what she believed

*in and 'what she saw, and carried.it .

- said; (Bernadette's visions have been. -

approved by the Catholic Church as
worthy of belief, and she was

-canonized in 1933.)

John said he chose Andrew — one
of the 12 Apostles and the brother of.

- St. Peter — as his confirmation name. -

John noted that St. Andrew is

" believed to have been crucified for hls

Christian beliefs.

“He was a martyr, and that’s what l :
liked.-He died for holy causes, John :
©  remarked..

Meanwhile; Patrick said he enjoys

. a great deal to lreland —a new'set of

- and early fourth century that helped
- develop Christian theology. -

- confirmation names are Anthony and .

morals and Icarning,” said Patrick,
from St. Mary’s Church in Bath. -

- Patrick is also intrigued by the life
of St. Augustme, wholeda .~
promiscuous lifestyle-as a young
adult but wrote hundreds. of books
and letters in the late third century -

“He became onie of the greatest
saints we ever had, due to his defining -

Brian Leavy, whose middle and

Peter, said he prays to-both saints dai-
ly. From studying St. Anthony .of -
Padua, he has learned that Anthony
“was a Franciscan monk and the
" infant Jesus appeared to him; and .
that he was a great orator.”
" ‘Brian noted that several saints,
including Augustine and-Paul,

S . A underwent dramatic conversrons
out until she was proven right,” Kevin

studying artwork that depicts various.

saints. His favorite saint is the one for
who he is'named: St. Patrick, a

.- missionary who became the patron

saint of Ireland. Through
-his studying, Patrick
has found that St.

much more
than a reason
to party on
‘March 17.

. they're 100 percent people,” Patnck

" .Patrick represents -

““He brought -

role in- spa:king thrs Wave,:
“Ithink people are lookmg for that human much that’s supematural
: samt, ngbee said:

i .lntngumg

- we did,” John said.

. about saints, John suggested some
_ good starting activities:

“I always think it's amazing how -
they'd be so bad, and they would con-
vert and bring Christianity to the
-world,” said Brian, 14, from St.”

.Thomas the Apostle.

According to John, | Brian and
Patrick, the human dimensions of .
these saints are what make them so-

“They were alive and- mlght have
gone through some of the same stuff

“They were actual human beings,
not just fictional characters in a story-
book,” Brian said. - .

“I can connect better because

said.
For teens who don t know much

“Find out-why (teens are) named
what they are and what those saints
have done; (which saints) their

“churches are named after; and what
“the patron saints are for- drfferent
causes, John said. -

S Cathohc Church asin; -past generahons )
" *F'haven't noticed that it's as stronig,” Higbee said, - ‘ .
- About half-the youths in his parish, Higbee esﬁmated “have a relatwely hvely mterest in some of -
these stories. And:half-have very littie knowledge.™ ‘
- ngbee encourages teens to explore theJrves of samts because they mxght find th:s path more capt:—
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More than 97 percent of Kear

the s of 1998

A!phonsus (Aug 1) .
Wori:ers—
~ Joseph (May 1) o

- Young girls —-

Agnes (Jan. 21 )
Youth —
Aloyslus Gonzaga (June 21)

~ Schoolboys — -

- Benedict (July 11),
Lawrence (Aug. 10)

THE 11 15 AM.
ALL SAINTS DAY

bone, MPF ezght teens from the
Rochester parish wzll honor var- |
 igUs sairt: lbywéanng costumes
aiid-acting out the saints’ lives.
E: y will perform during the
Jtomlly par; of the Nov. 1 Mass.

mong the saints to be in-

déd ‘are St. Franczs of Assisi, §
St.. Clare, St.. Eltzabeth Ann Se-;
.ton and St. Bridget. The fi nal.
“-saint to be -highlighted will be
-Edith. Stein, who was just can-
“onized St. Teresza Benedicta by
" Pope John Paul fionOct. 11.

‘As a colorful ending to the
liturgy at St. Andrew's, a set of
200 balloons. will be released

wduer the city of Rochester. £ach

'_alloon, Sister Nalbone said, will
haue a beatztude written on it.

| “We-can hopefully spread the
good news. I‘hope that they land
in the right back yards,” said Sis-
ter Nalbone;reltgrous—educa tzon
dtrector at St Andrew S.
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COMING NEXT WEEK:
. Spectators at
sporting events




