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OCESAN NEWS

By Rob Cullivan
Slaff writer

ROCHESTER Father Ennque Cade— ;

na has resigned his. position as associate
‘pastor of Corpus Christi Parish, and plans
.to apply to his order for a leave of absence
from the priesthood.

In an Oct. 26 interview with the Catholzc
Courier, the Mexican-born priest cited sev-
eral reasons for his decision to seek the
leave, including a desire to discein whether
he wanied to remain a priest, and the effect
on him of the recent turmoil at Corpus
Christi.”

The parish and its recently ousted lead-
ership has been in local and national head-
lines for its defiance of church law regard-

- ing women'’s liturgical roles, ministry to
gays and intercommunion with non-
- Catholics.

“It's very much a confrontation with the
rules,” Father Cadena said of the contro-
versy engulfing the parish.

He added that he has never been a priest .

who paxd much attention to church rules,
chunmg he preferred “workinig with the
people He had come to question whether

“he should continue to serve as a Catholic *

pnest he said.

“lam questioning if there really isa plaee ‘
for me, and if I should really remain in the |

whole situation,” he said.

The priest said, however, that the Dio-
cese of Rochester had placed no pressure
on hirn to leave the parish.

He also stressed that he had been ques-
tioning his-vocation for well over a year be-
fore the recent controversy at Corpus, and
that the turmoil at Corpus was net the sole

7 reason for taking leave. Other factors, such. -

» F Cddena quzte parzsh
leave of absence pending |

.as the effect on him of his father’s death .
" last March, had played a part in his deci-

sion, he said.

Father Cadena belongs to the Mlssmn-
aries of the Holy Spirit,.an order based in
Mexico City. A priest for 16 years, he has

- served onand offat Corpus since.1986, re-

turning to Mexico three times to serve in
his homeland. He returned to the parish in

- November 1997, inténding to become a
.priest of the Diocese of Rochester.

- But because he has not yet been offi- '
 cially incardinated — accepted as a priest of

‘the diocese — he must apply to his congre-

gation for the leave of absence, according

to Father Robeit Ring, director of the

- diocesan Departmient of Priest Personnel. |

Father Cadena said that his future both

_ in his order and in the diocese is up in the” |

air. He hopes to stay at least three more
- months in Rochester, he said, noting he is
currently working with Corpus parish-
ioners and Catholics i in Chiapas, Mexico,

" onsuch) prqects as the formation of an eco-

nomic cooperative that would be support-
ed by Corpus and located in Chiapas.

" Among his duties at Corpus, Father Ca-
dena ministered to the parish’s Spanish-
speaking Catholics. His last Mass for the

Hispanic community — and thé parish —

took place on Saturday mght, Oct. 24:
Father Cadena’s leave is the latest news
-to rock Corpus over the past several weeks.
In August, Bishop Matthew H. Claik an-
nounced he was removing the parish’s

long-time -adminiistrator, Father James B.

Callan, citing Father Callan'’s ongoing de-
fiance of various church laws.
The priest completed-a tcmpqrary as-

~ signment at Our Lady of Lourdes in Elmi-

ra on Oct. 25, and was awaiting his next as-

Catholic Cemetery Sunday
November 1, 1998 - All Saint’s Day

Visit your Catholic Ceme’terybn November -1; 1998,

and throughout the year to honor the memory of our ~
deceased loved ones-and proclaim our belief in the

.‘Resur'rec_tion‘of. Jesus and all who follow him.

COME VISIT OUR NEW COMPUTERIZED

INFORMATION CENTER KIOSK
Located just inside the Lake Avenue Entrance Gates,
adjacent to the office parking lot.

Open all hours that Cemetery is open.

A Caring wiember of the Catholic
Commmcty for 127 years...

HOI.Y SEPULCHRE |
- CEMETERY |

2461 LAKE AVE. « ROCHESTER, NY -« {716) 458-4170
www, holysepulchre org’

‘Father Enrlquo Cadom stands out:ldc corpus Chrlstl Chureh

signment from the dlocese, accordmg to
Father Ring.

The parish was shaken again.on Oct. 15,
when the diocese announced that Mary.
Anne Ramerman, pastoral associate at the

- church, had been fired. She had refused to

- comply with Bishop Clark’s directives for '
the parish, and also refused to resign. She

" was fired by the diocesan-appointed ad- -

" ministrative team for the parish.

Fathér Cadena had been a. member of
that team, but resigned from it — before

. Ramerman was fired — because he said he-

could riot reconcile his support for Corpus

- Christi’s values. with his duties as a mem-
- ber of the team. The-priest added that he
_‘wanted to leave the parish to give more .
- room to Father Daniel McMullin, the new
| pastor at Corpus.. '

“Basically, he needs to have a fresh start,”
Father Cadena said of Father McMullin. “I

don’t think we're going to be a good match -
- if I stayéd around here.

“He seems to be a very good person,

* open,” Father Cadena added about the new
- pastor. “I have conﬁdence that he will do

his best.”
Al_t.hough Father Cadena said Father Mc-
Mullin, given time, may win over a number

of parishioners, the former associate pas- -
1. tor predicted a large-number of Corpus
_ parishioners will leave the parish. The

-dication.

parish’s inclusive nature draws people from

- far outside its boundaries, he said.

“If they don’t see that spirit anymiore, it

will be hard for them to drive all the way .

here, ‘he said.

- Meanwhile, panshnoners had slated a‘.'

supplemental" or alternative. worship ser-

vice for the Corpus community that was to

take place Tuesday, Oct. 27, at 7-p.m. in
Downtown United Presbyterian Church.

However, things may be looking up for’ A _
Father McMullin, if the r_eaction to his

homily at_the 9:30 Mass Oct. 25 is any in-

at the parish Oct. 17-18 were the occasion

of protests — said that over the last week, - )

some people accused him of being for dis-

crimination against women, gays and les- -

bians, and of being insensitive to alcoholics.
"But he noted that his father had been an

. alcoholic who died in an alcohol-related

car/train collision. He added that his sister

had been ina 15-year committed relation- -

ship with another woman, and that women
had helped to form his spirituality.

" He also said that at one point in his life,
he had taken a leave of absence from the

" priesthood for five years, and he thanked
Bishop Clark for giving him the opportu-
nity to return to active ministry. :

The priest received a standing ovatlon at
the end of his homlly :

]
X
ki
%
hi
#
i
‘_DA N
b
k)
%
.
;
i

The pastor — whose first Masses.
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