er
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“I'm probably just a wlmp, she admitted wlth a :

laugh.
Apparently, discomfort levels also vary among -

' teens when they go to.a piercing shop. Although
- Erin said she only felt slight pain when her belly but- -

ton was pierced; atlewmeomeraoquamtance
wasn't so fortunate. -
'MyfnendTmahadhetsdone andshepassed

-out,” Erin reported.

- Meanwhile, Chns in Macedon said he's leamng
toward getting his eyebrow piefced because he's

R heard that' 'it doesn't hurt as much as other (body) -

Shawna and Erin noted that tongue ptercmgs in-
volve even more inconveniences. -
“My best friend had her tongue plefced and she

- had to eat Jello for-a week,” Shawna said.

“My tongue didn’t hurt at all, but it was swollen

fortwo days. | had o eat mashed pofatoes," Erinre-

ported. -

- Erinidid point out that she adjusted quickly toher .

* . for ong, said her moth-

ole

newpteceof;ewelry.saymgherbarbellhasnotaf-
fected her eating habits or speech. -
__"Hforget it's there,” she said. S

_ YetEnndoesn‘ttorgetaboutmemreatofmocm.
infections, so she makes sure her jewelry stays -
operly cloaned. : a

- You have to be real-careful, oswctalty with the.

tongue. | don’t want my tongue to fall off,” Erin said.

With all the potentlal complications from tongue -
piercing, John in Bath-said he's not so sure he,

.wants to go that route anymore: - .

“I kind of got discouraged when | foundthatyour
tongue gets swelled up. It-looks kind .of pamtul :
Johnsaid. -

John also said that he's already dismissed the -

possibility of an-ear; ptercmg

“Il stay away from earrings. The)fre a mtle too .

femmme he remarked.

However, Shawna and Erin clalmed that amale’
_can wear eamngs and stil be consudered mascu-

line. -

Renia Pruner,24 ofAkron NY., has hoftongue ptereod by Nofoen smnford a
piercing aitist at Wildside Exotic Plerclng, Ilonroe Avenue, Hochaster, Oct. 8. 'l'he

plorclng took*less than 2 mlnutos

“Some people think if a guy has
an earring he's gay. But if he wants
an earring, he wants an earring. Peo-
ple take it one step too far,” Shawna
said. -

agreed,
Onthe other hahd body ptercmg
dmseemtobeabtg deal with the

. piercees’ parents. Erin,

er wonders just how far
she plahs to gowith her
fashion statements.
“She doesn’t want
me to do it anymore,_
because she thinks
{employers) won't hire
me,” Erin said. “But! al-
ready have ftwo par-

" time jobs.”

"~ Chris said he has
struck a halfway agree-
ment with his parents

_ontheissue of his eye-

brow.piercing.
“They didn't like the ldea of it. But they said if |

do it, I've got to make sure that | don't {wear jewel-

ry) at church or family gatherings,” Chris said.
No-matter what others might say about body

piercings, Shawna maintained that every person .
has the right to his or her own individual style. e
“It's my body,” Shawna commented. % S

Erin added that herfather “thought it was stupid”
‘when.she: told him-she wanted to get her tongue
pierced. . .
“It probably is, but it's fun'she concl’udedwitha !
laugh—alaugh: accompamedbyagleam fromher il
tongue barbell . . j’%
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