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ROCHESTER Changes, as well as
protests, continued at Corpus Christi
Church as the parish’s new-pastor cele-
brated his first Masses at the church the

- weekend of Oct. 17-18. -

* On Thursday, Oct. 15, Kathy Cannon
and Charlotte Bruney, the diocesan-ap-
pointed transitional administrative team
at‘Corpus Christi, announced that they
had fired Mary Anne Ramerman from

“her post as pastoral associate at ‘the

church. Ramerman was well.known for
regularly aiding former administrator Fa-
ther James Callan in saying Mass at the
church, wearing an alb emblazoned with

“abanner. .

* Cannon said Ramennan had refused to

“comiply with Bishop. Matthew H. Clark’s

directives for the parish, and also refused
to resign. Both statements were confirmed
by Ramerman. .

e-On Saturdaj, Oct. 17 Father Daniel

‘McMaullin celebrated his first Mass as the

church’s new pastor at 5 p.m. just before
the Mass, somebody displayed in the sanc-
tuary the alb and banner, or halfstole, that

‘Ramerman regularly wore at Mass.

Several parish liturgical volunteers Boy-

cotted the Mass to protest Ramerman’s re-
‘moval. Parishioners placed black ribbons’

on the church’s facade, and several wept

-openly during the service.

*On Monday night, Oct. 19, about 400

' parishioners attended a pubhc meeting in

the church. Among the issues discussed
was the possibility of setting-up an alter-
native worship service on Tuesday, Oct:

27, at a still-to-be-announced time and lo-
- cation-off church property. Supporters -
stressed, however, that the service —and |
any future ones — wotild not replace parish. |-

liturgies, but merely supplement them.

_ Meanwhile, Father Enrique Cadena,
Corpus’ priestin-residence, was slated to |~

meet with Father Robert Ring, diocesan

director of the Department of Priest Per:

sonnel, on Tuesday afternoon, Oct. 20. Fa-

ther Cadena has resigned from the dioce- -

san transition administrative team
because he could not reconcile his support
for the parish’s values with his duties as a
team member. When asked, Father Cade-
na declined to speculate about whether

" he, too, may be removed from the parish.

All these events were related to the fact
that Bishop Clark announced in August
that he was removmg Father Callan be-
cause of the priest’s opgoing defiance of

church law on issues including: regularly -

and publicly. inviting non-Catholics to
Communion; allowing women to engage

" in liturgical rolés reserved for the or- -

dained; and ministering to gays in ways

.contrary to church law. '
Father Callan is currently serving a tem-

porary assignment at Our- Lady of Lour-
des Church, Elmira.

Ramerman, pastoral assoc:ate for 15

_ Father Daniel’ McMulIin, new pastor at Corpus Christi Churchy, is congratulated
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~ on his reassignment by parishioner Nia Brosan, Oct. 17 after Mass. “As we dry
our tears, we most welcome you,” she said.

years at Corpus, has supported Father
Callan’s stances. -Ramerman told the .

Catholic Courier that she had been told by
" - Cannon and Bruney to stay away from the
altar durmg Masses, and that she would
have to sit down away from the altar be-
" fore and after doing any readings or
preaching. - :

“In conscience, I felt as a minister to the |
people of Corpus Christi, I could not-
agree with that because 1 think the histo--

ry of the Catholic church with women and

the altar is the attitude that women are un-
clean and unholy,” Ramerman told the

Courier.

congregation, as well some scattered mo-

ments of support for the new.pastor. In
his homily, the he acknowledged the feel-

ings his arrival caused.
“Even my very presence — apart from
any of the preaching I might do tonight —

elicits the most uncomfortable feelings .

from you,” he said, addmg, “My presence
here also elicits opposxte feelings from’

- some of you here.”

At his homily’s conclusion, a s:zable
“number of worshipers present applauded.
" But during Communion, several parish-

- ioners showed they weren’t ready to accept

any changes at the parish.
Peter Militello got up from his seat and

‘went up to the pulpnt at the begmmng of A

Communion.

“As always, everyone is welcome to

Communion,” he said, drawing a loud
‘round of applause. Militello's statement re-
ferred to theApansh's practlce of inviting
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non-Cathohcs to Commumon, a practice
Bishop Clark has asked the parish to stop.

After Mass, Bruney, who served as a eu-
charistic minister at the Mass, told the
Courier that at least 20 people in her Com-

. munion line refused to move, bringing dis-

tribution to a standstill. She said a sympa-
thetic parishioner then guided people
behind those standing still to come up

" around the group and receive the Eu-

charist..

“I was also subject to steady assault of
verbal abuse as 1 distributed the body .of
the Lord, and I was deeply, deeply of-
fended,” Bruney said.

After the Mass, worshipers offered a va-
riety of reactions to the service, though
most were critical of it. -

Suzie Haglund-Carney said she wanted
to give Father McMullin “a chance,” but

‘addéd that, “I'm really outraged that Mary

(Ramerman) was fired, and for me, the
Mass was very sad without her. It’s like we
have to go back’ to the old male-dominat-

. ed church.”

-Mary Ellen Forszt, an. usher at the Mass,
said collections in her offertory basket
were way down from previous weeks she'd
collected.

“About 70 percent of the people would-

" n’t make eye contact with me or just gave
a pefiny or gave nothing,” she said.

On the other hand, Dan McBride, a
parishioner for 22 years, criticized the way
parishioners acted at Fathér McMullin’s
first Mass. -

“It's not his fault, it’s not his problem,”
he said. “I think he should be welcomed,
not with a funeral march and black rib- .

_bons at Commumon.
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