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| the least discussed inoral aspects of the
: currentcnsnsmWashmgton mvolvmgthe

I propose to address thls week one of

President aid others.
“'We' begm with -an unassa.llable fact,

-namely, that the President’s selfadmitted -|.-
" behavior was objecu

* sinful: Sexual
activity on t.he part.of a married person
outside of is adulterous, and is

in violation of the Sixth Commandment. |

- However, if the President hadn’t admit-
ied puiblicly to his having “sinned,” there

 would-have ‘been no moral basis for ac:

cusing him of having committed the “sin”
‘of adultery, the certitudes of our self-pro-
claimed custodians of virtue in America

notwithstanding. :
But éven with the President’s public

confession of his having “sinned,” the ac-

" cusation s still not justifiable. A particular
behavior may be ob_;ectnvely immoral,
but there can be no sin involved and cer-
. tainly no “mortal” sin — unless that be- |

havior-was knowingly, deliberately, and

" freely committed. As the old moral text-

books used to put it, the person must have

- given “full consent of the will.”

On the other hand, if the behavior- had

been, for example, wholly or even partial- {

ly compulsive, the freedom of the will
would have been proportionately dimin-
1shed And with the. dmumshment of free-

Be as tenacwus as the wzdow

his children! The key is persnstence Don t ]

Sunday’s Readmgs (R3) Luke 18: 1-8

-(Rl)Exodus 17:818.(R2)2 Timothy3:14- | |

42,

tence is-the Key to effective prayer. -

: Thewidow in our Lord’s parable teach-

esus thatlesson. .
Life has always been hard for women,

- especially in our Lord’s day. Women had

few legal rights, and if a woman lost her
husband; and she did not have other fam-
ily members to turn to for support, her
plight-was dire indeed. There was no wel-

- fare system, no social secunty and pre-
cious few ways for a woman in dlSl’.rCSS to

éarh a living,

. In Sunday’s Gospel, J&sus talked about .

such a woman: She was a widow, the epit-

‘ome of helplessness and defenselessness,
_ina difficult situation over a legal matter.

She needed the help of a judge. But the
‘judge in her district respected neither

- God nor man.”

Justice then, as often now, was for the
rich or well-conrrect:ed. The widowhad no
money nor connections. All she could do

was:to keep conungback with her request.

The widow in the parable so hounded

- thejudge that he- ﬁr‘lally:gave in. Her per-..

. The theme of Sunday s readmgs is per- B
. sistence, perseverance, never giving up; es-. | -
- . pecially when it comes to praying. F Persw- 1

a essays in
theology:

% By Fariier Ricriakn P \( Brir~

l dom, t'herejis als,o«a dirriinishrneng 1f not |
| -a complete negdtion, ot_'.meralfgllilt, -

To determine whether that is-the case

with the Presxdent s behavior or with any- _

one else’s in. similar-circumstances would
require access to another’s conscienceand

| psyche.But. only God, the person involved
and the person’s conféssor, spiritual di- .
- rector, doctor, or other confidant have

suchi access. And sometimes, perhaps of

ten, not even the person has clear access |

to the forces driving his or her behavior.
* Therefore, even if the President has

pubhcly accepted moral responsibility for.
‘his behavior and wﬂhngly characterized it

as sinful, this is no warrant to judge him

before God. The President himself may -

ot realize the extent to which his behav-
ior in this realm of activity is governed |

| more by compulsxon than by freedom

E By Farer \IBI R1 Sn\\m\ '

s15tence won out. - o
Sometimes we charactenze ths persis-

tent woman as a-nagger. We portray her

' like: the-woman whose epitaph reads:
“Matilda Graham has gone to rest / She
nowreclinies on Abraham’s breast / Peace -

" at last for Matilda Graham / But not for ]

Father Abraham.” :

That’s not fair! A lawyer who presses
the case for his client is not a nagger. We
would praise him for his tenacity. This
poor widow was tenacious. Her only asset

. was her determmauon And in the end it

paid off.

Our Lord’s story was a parable of con~r '
‘trast. Jesus was saymg if an: unwdlmg, cor-

Tupt judge would give in to persistence,

how much more would God, a good judge -
and lovmg Father, answer the requests of

Let thiere be no tmsuudelstandmg' Iam

, - | notsaying that thisis, in fact, the case. Iam
| saying only that it is a possibility that oth
- ers have raised about his behavior, and not

always sympathetically, But if compulsive-

: nesslsarealfactorhere,wehavetobevery

careful about pronouncinga “moral” judg-

ment about the President’s state of soul. -

- The type of careful, analytical and ca-

'. - suistic reasoning that is so characteristic-
1 of the Catholic moral and pastoral tradi-
tion tends to frustrate and irritate the

moral zealots who love to hurl thunder-
bolts of righteous indignation at types of
people they don't like, and almost always
with regard to sexual behavior,

- Thus, gays and lesbians, adulterers,
young people living together before mar-
riage, and others like them are regular tar-
gets of moral denunciation. Rarely, if ever,
however, do we hear similar denunciations
directed at those we used to call the “rnale-
factors of wealth,” people who bulld and
inflate their net worths on the backs of the

poor and the powerless, or in deliberate

violation or circumvention of the law.
1t is significant that William Bennett’s

best-selling Book .of Virtues contains no

mention of the virte of justice. For polit-

ical conservatives, assistance.to the poor |

is a matter of charity, not _]usnce Itis some-

l:hing we are expected to do out of the

give up,” Jesus was saying, “God hears

| your prayers. He answers them in His own

good tiime, not yours.”

Ruth Stafford Péale, wife of Norman ]

Vincent Peale, re(nlls that whgn they start-
ed their pubhcauon

the wealthy head of a large corporation.

. The Peales didn’t know him well but his - |-
St. Isaac Jogues Cha[zeL Flemmg

name kept coming to mind as théy prayed.
So Noriman met with Péw. Mrs. Peale

 said that Pew just listened to the story of

Guzdepam troubles and offered no solu-
tions, so Noriman came home discour-
aged. Still they prayed. A week later, an en-

velope came with a check for $5,000 in it

from Howard Pew. That check saved:
Guideposts. -

Mrs. Peale saxd “I truly beheved the »
Lord wanted it saved.” -

" God always answers prayer but in h1s ‘

- time.and way. He hears us and he answers "

us. All we must.do is not give up.
- The real test of our faith comes s when

- we havé a great and urgent need, and we
~knock on the judge’s door and no one an-
SWers. jesus knew l:hat. He knew that a.fter 1L

' goodness of our h&.ns but. not be(nuse

sts, they. were
running out of money. She said they |
“ | prayed fervently.-As they prayed the idea -
.| came to Norman to go to Philadelphia and

explain their predicament to Howard Pew; : | ow.

we or our government have any kind of

‘moral obligation to do so.

There are few issues on which t_here is"
greatér contention or defensiveness

~among the more favored classes of Amer-

ican society than this one toudung_;usuee
It manifests itself even among studentsin -
Catholic institutions of higher learning.
Many of those who come from the
world of wealth, power and privilege are -
resistant to the argument that they may
have no moral “right” to keep for them-
selves their superabundant wealth when
there are others without the bare rini-

| mum fora life of human dignity.

.At least two conclusions follow: (1)

While we have a right to be “outraged™by |-
" the objectively immoral behavior of pub-

lic officials and to act upon it, we have no

_right to miake a moral judgment about

_their subjective moral guilt before God. -

+(2) Our “eutrage™ should be:catholic -

'enough to cover behavior agamst the

_ virtue of justice as well.- - ,
In the end, what the President’s politi-

" cal enemies say is true. The issues sur- :

roundmg the scandal in the White House

are not just about sex.
L AN J

Father McBrien is a professor qftheology at
the University of Notre Dame.

he left his dlsaples t.hey would expenence

persecution, prison, even death because
they followed him. But they had faith.
They knew that Jesus would be there for

* them, They would not forever be forsaken.

Those who _persevered would win the
crown of life. That take$ a lot of faith. - -
Jesus wondered, “When the Son of Man

{ comes, will he find any faith on the earth?”

- Sure: In all those tenacious as the wid-

Father Shamon:is the administrator d

Dazly Readmgs

‘Monday, October 19 -
Ephesians 2:1-10; Luke 12:13-21
Tuesday, October 20.
Ephesians 2:12-22; Luke 12:35-38
- Wednesday, October 21.
Ephesians 3:2-12; Luke 12: 3948
" Thursday, October 22 =
' Ephesxans 3:14-21; Luke 12:49.53
: Friday, October 23
Ephesians 4:1-6; Luke 12:54-59 -
Saturday, October 24

- Ephesxans47-16 Luke 13:1-9

. SEAFOOD LASAGNA-
1 - layers of shrimp, scallops.and

# CHICKEN AU POUIVE |

"H with adijon dressing - $7.95.

Lunch Sﬁecrfals‘_

crab, marscapone and ricotta,
cheesé over.red bell pepper -

SANDWICH

¥ PASTA FAGOLI -

pasta, white beans escarole in a

' Tight fresh tomato sauce - $5.95 T

Al Lunch Specials served with' a
’ dniceoflwporahd

segvm’cumcn

I EARLY BIRDS
- A special menu is

. sauce -7 $795 - available every
: ‘ 2 "B Monday & Tuesday
from 4:30-6:30 - .

Fine dining taste at
: earty ln‘ni pﬁm

e

= | CriLLED PORK
 TENDERLOIN :
i served over linguini with a-dijon.
| rosemary cream sauce $14.95

_BLACKENEDMAHIMAH!
servedw:thapmeapple,

B pepper salsa - | $15.95
PORTOFINO
Iobdershrmpsalopsandmb
mtsauteedholneodandwh:te
wine, served with artichoke hearts
;&bhckoh\moverfasu $15.95

s m aMmmcmsth . &
- served on t”"’ $17.95 %
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- O” ' lndependemly Owned and’ Opemed Since 1957 .
s "DAVID P.CRAWFORD = MARKD. WAKEMAN

:195 N.Winton Rd. Rochester, NY 14610 «-Phone ( 716) 4820400
. Visit us.at www, fronnemet net/ ~aawford/

. Inour commumty, the lmage Centré of tie World, we gready appreciate the
. value of memories. Pictures capture special momerits, family events, and -
once-iri-adifetime happenings. Our life, as with a picture, becomes a inemory to family
and friends. When you consider how you-would like to be remembered and
memorialized, think of us, we are the CRAWFORD FUNERAL HOME,
_where helplng families share .memories has been our focus since 1957.
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VisUusatwum.jrontiernH.net/-cmwford/

