
I went to St. Ann's Home on Friday 
evening to celebrate with them the 
125 th anniversary of their foundation. 

Gathered at Portland Avenue for the 
Eucharistic Liturgy were residents, volun
teers, board members, administrators 
and staff, friends of guests and support
ers of the institution. The music was joy
ful. A wonderful brass quartet played for 
the occasion. 

Residents and friends formed a choir 
of voice and instrument. As always, it 
was a boost to the spirit to be with that 
community. That boost comes, I think, 
because the community of St. Ann's is 
so faithful and so caring. They may not 
be able to move around with the vigor of 
their earlier days (who can?). 

Yet, whenever I visit there, I leave 
impressed by the awareness of the com
munity and their interest in what's going 
on in the church. No less am I encour
aged by the support they so generously 
communicate. That encouragement 
means a great deal to me. It comes from 
individuals who have seen a lot of life. 
They would never say it but they have 
been faithful through the years, often at 
great cost and much personal sacrifice. 
They remain faithful. 

Now they encourage others. To me 
they offer a remarkable example of 
fidelity, courage and perseverance. I 
find it quite inspiring. 

Speaking of inspiration, when Betty 
Mullen, the new president and chief 
executive officer of St. Ann's, intro
duced the celebration I thought of our 
Sisters of St. Joseph. Betty, so experi
enced, gifted and committed to die work 
of St. Ann's, is the first lay person to 
hold her position there. TO the best of 
my knowledge every earlier head of S t 
Ann's was a Sister of St. Joseph. It was 
the sisters who, at the request of 
Bernard J. McQuaid, first bishop of 
Rochester, founded the House of 
Industry in 1873. That soon became the; 
Home of Industry; and, later, St. Ann's. 
After St. Ann's moved from its site on 
Lake Avenue they added The Heritage 
and, most recently, Chapel Oaks. 

The sisters are quiet about such things 
but the records indicate that it was their 
incredible spirit of sacrifice that gave life 
to the initial enterprise and sustained it 
through the years. Their courage and 

strong witness to the faith inspired die 
Catholics of the day to come to the fairs 
and bake sales and suppers by which die 
sisters financed this work. The people 
knew that the sisters often went hungry 
so that those in their care might have 
food. 

Celebrations like the one at St. Ann's 
are great blessings. They put us in touch 
with our mothers and fathers in the 
faith. They afford us a privileged 
glimpse into the lives of persons who are 
truly holy. They are the unsung heroes 
who gave or still give their lives for oth
ers. People like that remind us of the 
contribution made to us by those who 
have gone before us. Ultimately* diey 
remind us that the God who made us is 
the first giver. We never do it on our 
own. Not one of us. Ever. 

On a more personal note, the people 
at St. Ann's help me to put in perspec
tive the fact that I am not getting any 
younger. What they say to me is that a 
life erf faith at any age is very much 
worth living. They also inspire me to be / 
aware that every tomorrow is a day of 
new life and grace because every day 
belongs to God. 

My thanks this evening go to Betty 
Mullen and all at St. Ann's, to- Sister 
Rosemary St. Peter and the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Rochester. 

Peace to all. 

Sponsor a Child at a Catholic 
Mission. It's Affordable! 

Little Maria sellsoranges-on the 
street in a village in Guatemala." 
Her family can't afford to send her 
to sehooL Will you help a poor 
child like Maria? 

Your opportunity to help a very poor child is ~ 
much too important to miss. And Christian 
Foundation for Children and Aging (CFCA), an 
international Catholic sponsorship program can 
show you the affordable way. 

Ordinarily it takes $20 a month to provide 
one poor child with the life-changing benefits of 
sponsorship. But if this is not possible for you, 
we invite you to sponsor at a level you can 
afford (minimum $10). CFCA will see to it from 
other donations and the tireless efforts' of our 
missionary partners that your child receives the 
same benefits as other sponsored children. 

Your sponsorship pledge helps provide a 
poor child at a Catholic mission site with nour
ishing food, medical care, the chance to go to 
school— whatever is needed most. Your pledge 
givfes a child hope for a brighter future. You can 
literally change a life! 

To help build your relationship, you receive a 
picture, of your child (updated yearly), informa
tion about your child's family and country, let
ters from your child, and the CFCA newsletter. 
But most important, you receive the satisfaction 
of helping a poor child. Become a sponsor for 
one poor child today! 
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- Yes, I'll help one child: Name _ 
• Boy • Girl • Teenager • Any in most need Address 

My monthly pledgeis: 
• $10 Q$15 Q$20 Q$25 QOther$_ 

I'll, contribute: 

City /State/Zip _ 

Phone ( _)_ 

• monthly • quarterly •semi-annually •annually 

• Enclosed is my first contribution of $ • 
(h/lakecheckpayaUetoCFCA,) . 

• I can't sponsor now, but here's my gift of $ ___^_. 

• Please send me more information about sponsorship. 

POUNDED AND DIRECTED BY CATHOLIC LAY PEOPLE 

Send to: CFCA 
c/o Jodi MarceHo, Catholic Courier 

P.0 Box 24379 
Rochester, NY 14624-0379 

716-328-4340 
Financial report available on request 
Donations arc U.S. tax-deductible 
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O&tre <Dame flgtreat Zfouse 

Serving the Diocese of Rochester 
Men's and Women's Retreats 

Men's Retreats: 
Oct. 23-25, Nov. 6-8, Nov. 13-15 

Women's Retreats: 
Oct.30-Nov. 1 

Retreat for Divorced and Separated Catholics: 
Ft Fred Brinkmann, Oct. 30 -Nov. 1 

Married Couples: 
Fr. Fred Brinkmann, Tom and Emily Kolbe, Nov. 20-22 

Marriage Encounter: 
M.E. Team, Dec. 4-6 
A Man's Real job: 

Male Spirituality, Fr. Tim Keating, Nov. 20-22 
Advent Retreat: 

Spiritual focus on Christmas, Dec 11-13 
Christmas Retreat for Teens and Families: Dec. 18-20 

Serenity Retreat: Notre Dame Staff, Jan. 1-3,1999 
Charismatic Retreat: Notre Dame Staff, Jan 8-10,1999 

Elderhostel Programs: 
Apr. 18-23,1999, May 16-21,1999 

Notre Dame Retreat House Staff: 
Very Rev. Frederick Brinkmann, CSs.R., Rector of Notre Dame 

Rev. Leo Dunn, CSs.R.; Rev. Tim Keating, CSs.R. 
Sister Mary Lynch, S.S.J.; Sister Dolores Monahan, S.S.J. 

Telephone: 716-394-5700 

The Only Thing We Overlook h Canandaigua Lake! 
Please catt fa more information. 


