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~ Edith Stem always knew she was destmed for
something big.

“Iin my dreams I always foresaw a brilliant future for- myself ” she
wrote in Life in a Jewish Family: Her-Unfs msked Biographical Acoount. “1
E ‘was conviniced that I was destined for somethmg great and that I did.
not belong at all in the narrow bourgeoxs circumstances mto which I
had been born.”
~ Her dreams probably never foresaw, however, that she’d become a
Catholic saint. On Oct. 11 Pape John Paul II canomzed her Saint Teresia \
Benedxcta, the modern church’s first saint ‘
. who wasa]éwlsh conwvert. ~ . .. .-
S . Her canonization, however, was cause for - |
" . Cardinal William Keeler, the U.S. bishops’ |.
- " moderator for Cathohc_]ew:sh relations, . |
- -to update an advisory for Cathohcs, It
-eentered on lingering Jewish concerns |
that Catholics will attempt to convert Jews
- _ " -in the name of Saint Edith, and that
' Catholics mightview the Holocaust, whlch_’
wiped out two-thirds of European Jews, as
" -more a Christian tragedy than Jewish.
The advisory first came out when Stein
was beatifiedin 1987. '
Born Oct. 12, 1891, in Breslau, Ger-
many (now Wroclaw, Po]and) St. Edith
earned a doctorate in philosophy. Un- |/
" able to obtain a university position be-'
cause of her gender, she worked for
" many years as a translator, writer,
- schoolteacher and lecturer. Raised
jew1sh she was for a time an athe-
. ist, but in 1922 became -a |
Catholic. She wanted to be- -
* -come a nun, but delayed
~ that out of sensitivity to . _
her Orthodoxjewmh mother Fmally, in 1933, after the Nazis
bannedjews from teaching posts, she joined the Carmelites..
She was later arrested at a convent in Holland, and died
-~ in the gas chambers at Auschwitz on Aug. 9, 1942.
"Pope John Paul II has urged Catholics to use Aug.
" 9—now, in the church calendar, Edith Stein’s feast .
‘ day as a day to remember not only St. Edith, but
alljews killed in the Holocaust. .
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