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Love blooms a second

By John Strange
‘Catholic News Servrce

SOUTHERN PINES, NG~ Charlie
and Sophie Dupont are getting a second
,,chancé at love, not that their first chances
weren’t successful. : )

- Sophie was married 58 years to first -

husband Erriest; Charlie was married 47
years to Valerie. Their spouses died with-
in three days of each other in July 1997..
Charlie and Sophie, both 80 years old,
had never met until this summer, when
each volunteered to help with vacation

_Bible school at St. Anthony of Padua -}’

Church in Southern Pines. Fifteen weeks
after they met, Father James F. Butler, St.
Anthony’s pastor, presxded at thelr Aug.8

- wedding.

“Think of the. cxrcumstances that led
up to us even meeting,” said Charhe, look-
ing-at his bride of just a few weeks.

Charlie, a retired Air Force pilot, had
spent years fallen away from his Catholic

- faith, he told the NC Catholic, newspaper '

-of the Raleigh Diocese.
“I went by the Golden Rule,” sald Char-

Tlie, explaining the philosophy he held .

while away from the church. “I figured
that if I treated everybody right, He'd take
care of me upstairs.” <
. After serving 23 years in the Air Force,
he retired in 1974 as a liéutenant colonel
and moved with wife Valerie to Southern

- Pines.

They were happy, but then Valene be-
came ill. “My wife had three cancers in

the two or three years,” Charlie said; “I

w

spent ail my time taking care of her.
" He said that when she died about 14-

tlme around at church

- months ago, he was completely devastat- " -

ed. “I didn’t care about anything,” he said.

At this point the Golden Rulé “wasn’t .

enough.”

He found himself in St. Anthony s

just walked i in; it was Open, he said, ex-
- plaining it was his ﬁrst txme ina church in

years.

~ He tracked. down Father Butler, and
they talked. :

“Charlie was going through a grieving

process, and he came to the point. where

it was time to take charge of his life and

put it in a new direction,” said the priest.
Sophie’s story began in Plttsburgh

where she had been a volunteer at her

parish. She and husband Ernest moved to

Southern Pines at a doctor’s ‘reCommen-

dation. A year after her husband’s death.
she checked in with St. Anthony s to see
what she could do.

" The church welcomed her help “It was
wonderful,” she said. “They all accepted
me, and hugged me, and made me feel re-
.al comfortable.” .

When the parish's vacation Btble
school started in May, someone assigned
Charlie and Sophie to"work as a team.
Their friendship “clicked,” Charlie said,

" and they spent a lot of time together. But

‘both were cautious.

“We knew all about bemg lonesome, we |

knew about wanting to be with people, we
knew about rebounding,” he said. “We
kept telling ourselves ‘watch out. We just
‘want someone as a companion.’

“And finally came the day when I actu-

ally said to myself, ‘Charlie, you're kidding
yourself. You love her.’ 1 found out you can

have atsecondv love in a'lifetir'ne,"",he said.

.Sophle and Charlle Dupont were marrled by Father James F. Butler this August
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after meeting as volunteers for vacation Bible school at St. Anthony of Padua
Churchin Swthem Plnes, N C.. ,

Senior Quarters
Assisted Living Residence |
AT GREECE RiDGE (Y PEN

716-225-3010 -

| ‘SPECIAL PracE CALLED HOME
Y g . e Fullyf fumnshed acoommodanons and comfortable
- common rooms
<. Delicious & nutritious meals served to. you each day
. Security * Transportauon . Actmtxes

Personal Care Assistance.. .. a blend of concern,
patience & skill monitoring medication, assisting wrth
he activities of daily living including bathing-and
dressing, with a professional staff, always available,

.- 24 hours a day.

1 150 TOWNGATE RoAD-
ROCHESTER, NY
Fonnerly known as Town Gate Manor. and Town Gate East

ENFIELD 7 .. B
716-381-0282
2006 FIVE MILE LINE RoAD
PENFIELD, NY .

Call 1-800-986-5800 for mformauon about Senior Quarters locations throughout-the U.S. A
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. Visit us.on the internet at http 1/ www. semorquarters com-

e Adult Care Services Tor Sencors

ons, a new 120-bed DePaul Adult Care Community-locited at
Aoulevard in North Chili, is now open and accepting : admissions.
s serves elderly individuals who are unable to hve mdependcntly,
soual medlcal or. nursmg care. E

":?:A&festyle for your future... _

homédike environment hximdmhzedmtep:ogzm .

stay 4 hours.a day ~ Medication supervision ~ Dedicated staff
eping & lundry services ~ Acuvmes,somlevmtsaﬂamxgs

0, on Square Boulevard ~ North Chili, NY 14514 .
fmation or to schedule a petsonal tour call (716) 293-2060
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Earn More,
Worry Less
Go with experience
~you can frust...

Because Gen See cares about your retirement money!

- For 23 positive years...
- GEN-SEE investors have -
. done better for 5 Gredt Reasons:

-AReguler month)_y ;checks ,
- ¢ No fees or 'commissions

'_ . Low minimum mma] mvestment
$5 000 00

. ngh ylelds and capltal growth

| ;Mz-lke 2 fr-e'sh‘start RIGHT NOW! 8.51% annually
: Call 1-800-507- 4393 -

- Gen-See Capltal COrporation
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http://www.seniorcpiarters.com

