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'By Lynne Weil

Catholic News Servnce o N

o experience at first hand the recovery
. .noted inhis Oct. 4 farewell address at the

~ society which desires to build its present

" .and sometimes ambiguous episodes in .

. Nazi Germany in’' World War II to the

~ values to. strengthen their society. -
", pope’s visit were the beatification of Car- *
tion of Split’s 1, 700th anniversary.-

‘tional significance of the beatification-
. after the Oct. 3 Mass: at the national

-50'to speak, the whole tragedy which be-

 the course of this century marked by the .

. remainder are Orthodox The recent war .

SPLIT Croana - Pope]ohn Paul Hbe-
atifieda cardinal he said summed up:the -

tragedies of Groatia and Europe this cen- -
tury-and applauded the country for its
democratic development.

“My stay among you has’ enabled me

achieved in the past few years,” the pope
airport of Split, Croatia. “1 have seen a

and future on solid democratic founda-
tions, in complete fidehty to its own his-
tory, which is permeated by Chnstlamty,
in order to take its rightful place in the
assembly of the other European. na- .
tions.”

Durmg his Oct. 24 visit, Pope _]ohn '
Paul repeatedly took note of the violent-

Croatia’s past, from collaboration with
war for.independence from Yugoslavia' -
in the early 1990s. More often, he re-
ferred to the country’s Christian roots |
and urged its people to rely on- religious

The two main focal points of - ‘the _

dinal Alojzije Stepinac and the celebra-

- Pope John Paul referred to the na-

-

shrine outside Zagreb, =
“The cardinal archbishop. of Zagreb

~ one of the outstanding figures of the |

. "Catholic Church, haying endured in his -
" .own body-and, his ewn spirit the atroci::
. - ties,of: thﬁacommuntstsystem,tls»now ensi |
" trusted to.the memory of his fellow coun-

trymen:. with ‘the radiant badge of
martyrdom,” the pontiff said. ;
Blessed Stepinac, he added, “sums up,

fell the Croatian people and Europe in’

three great evils of fascnsm, national so-.
cialism and communism.”

'Of Croatia’s 4.8 million people, 3 7
million are Catholic. The majority of the

remforced historical ammosuy between’

 The best of both worlds -

- day-at St. Ann’s.

" Our services include: .
| -+ Personal care and bathing

.« Podiatry and dental hyg;ene
.+ Religious & educational activities
_» Social activities & field trlps _

. Transportatwn :

vts:ts to the P"Ann” try store

‘Hoine Connection offers older'adults and persons with -
disabilities the best of both worlds. It enables them the
opportunity to live at honie whlle spendmg the

- Hot meals and nutritional counselmg _
* « Physical, occupatlonal and speech therapnes -
| -« Skilled nursing and health monitoring :
« Social work counseling and case management -

. lndividual & group exerclse programs

* We will also arrange speaal services hke medical
- transportation, mental health referrals, lab & diagnostic tests,
and appointments to St. Ann’s beauty salon/barber shop, and
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Pope: John Paul II slts next to ahuge: paintlng ot Oardinal Alojzije Stepinac dur-

ing a beatification :Mass Oct. 3, The

pope said the cardinal symbolizes “the

whole trngedy which befell the croatlan people” during and aﬂer World War Il

A woman holds a slgn welcoming

Pope John Paul ii to the Marian
Sanctuary of the Madonna of the

Isiand at Solin Oct. 4, the last day of a

: three-day papal vlslt to Croatla.

2} them

| and that Cardinal Stepinac’s.

If you would fike more mformatron call’
St. Ann’s Home Connectzon,p
-at 342-1700, ext. 440.

‘

The pope told Croatlans at his Oct. 2
arrival in-the capital, Zagreb thathe had
come “to confirm my brothers and sis-

. tefs in-the faith ... to encourage | their -
- hope and'to strengthen their love.” .
~ In the months leading up to.the _papa'l-
visit, debate intensified -ovér the nature
- of Blessed Stepinac’s World War II alle- |
. giances, for years a galvanizing issue
. among the country’s Catholic, Serbian- |

Orthodox and Jewish populations.
U.S. journalist Robert Kaplan wrote in
his 1993 book,. Balkan Ghosts, . that

“nowhere in Europe is the legacy of Nazi -

war crimes so unresolved as in Croatia”
‘ghost_.

“serves as the elemental symbol of the
Serb-Croat dispute.” . -

While still the archbxshop of Zagreb
Blessed Stepinac welcoined' the April .
1941 arrival of the pro-Nazi-puppet
regime, the Ustasha, established by Ger-

: ; |- many, which had declared Croatia an in-
Reutars/CNS

dependent state within Yugoslavia.
“Who can reproach us.if we also, as

spirjtual pastors, add our:contribution to -

the pride and rejoicing of the people,”

the then-archbishop wrote. “It is easy to |

see God’s hand‘ atWork .here." :

’ 8>< hmztonewupon per famrly

| .St Ann s Home Connection. _ | o |
Thls coupon entxtles you to one FREE day including lunch ( A $90 value) R S |
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Only as the regime'’s racist and even-
tually genocidal policies against Serbs,

1 ‘Gyps1es and Jews became evident did

Blessed Stepinac speak out. A year after
seeing “God’s hand at work” in the Us- -

tasha’s arrival, he met their leader, Ante

Pavelic, on the steps of the Zagreb cathe-
- dral with the words, “Thou shalt not

kill.” Pavellc refused to enter the cathe-
dral and stormed off. .
In later pubhc writings and messages

" to priests in his archdiocese, Blessed

Stepinac -said deprivation- of human

 rights was against the wishes of God. He

is also credited with savmg 400-500 of

‘| the 39,000 Jews in wartime Croatia by

placing them under church care. -
.Slavko Goldstein, a leader of the coun-
cil overseeing the affairs of Croatia’s cur-
rent Jewish population of 2,000, said
Oct. 2 that Blessed Stepinac could not be
faulted for his actions.
“It took him a lot of time to. reahze' :

- what was happening,” Goldstein said.

“Maybe it took him more time than it
took others. Of course he could have’
doné more-if he had protested earlier.

But maybe he. had other. things on his

" mind.”

Goldstein added that Blessed Stepmac

“was really a brave mian:and a. symbol of
resistance agamst communism.”

“In a show trial staged by the commu-

. nists who came to power after the war

and whose request .for a national
Catholic Chureh independent of the -
pope he had resisted, Blessed Stepinac
-was convicted of. collaboratmg with the -

" Nazis. After serving several years in

prison he was placed under house arrest

*in his hometown.

He continuted to° write and Jpreach.
.about religious. freedom whlle under
house arrest, until he died in 1960.

Thoughts to Conszder

E_DWIN SULEWSKI

-Funeral Director

‘Don’t funerals cost
too.much? -

The value of a funeral cannot be
‘measured totally in economic
" terms.-You must also consider
social and emotional factors. In
economic terms, you pay for the
service of trained, licensed people,
_ on call 24 hours a day, 365 days : a
year. Our staff-works to assist you
when.your loved one dies. The cost:
of a funeral also pays for our
comfortable building, special
‘vehicles and a casket. More
importantly, a funeral givess you an
important opportunity to express
your emotions and feelings about
. the deceased. Througha . |
- meaningful ceremony you can
express your love and say good-
bye. We cannot set.a value on
- these factors, but psychologists
have noted they are very important
- for healthy living. ‘

SCHAUMAN-SULEWSKI |
- FUNERAL HOME

2100 St. l’anl Street, Rochester

(716) 342:3400




