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For five minutes, the television screen is
filled with sometimes disturbing images

. culled from photographs, pamungs news- .
- -reels, movies, etc::

* TheFall. Cain and Abel. War. Pollution. .
Poverty. Tim McVeigh. The electric chair. A

lynchmg But also shown are people feed-

- ing the sick, caring for the elderly, cleamng
- the environment.

. The images are aecompamed only by

.- questions, leading up to the final question: .
“Jesus Christ, what are you asking me to do?”

" “A Consistent Life Ethic Reflection”isa -

video produced by .the " Diocese of

Rochester’s consistent life ethic office with

funding from the Thanks Giving Appeal.
Originally produced in 1997, the video was:

" available previously on a limited basis. It is -
. now available for general use through the
- diocese’s AV library, along with a diocesan- -
* created discussion guide. = -
“We thought we needed.an educauon )

piece to somehow sum up the message of
the consistent life ethic and make it usable

for parishes,” said Suzanne Schnittman, the

 office’s coordinator. “We wanted it tobe a .
-starting point for dlscussmg the consistent -

life ethic, or acting on it.”

. Judy Taylor, communications manager )
for diocesan Catholic Charities and the au-

thor of the video's script, noted that parish-

es had been asking for a video to help with

discussion of the consistent life ethic.
“Parishes find (video) a flexible tool,”
Taylor said. :

To help create t,hat tool in early 1997.

Schnittman and Taylor met with a small

group of volunteers. The group developed -

| an“;%k

sist of a.series of ques-
tions with accompanying

images.

Mark Fog_gem, presi-
deént of Great Atlantic Pic-
‘tures and a parishioner of
St. ‘Lawrence Chuich,
Greece, was asked to pro-
duce the video.

- first, because we had cer:

: tain areas we wanted-to-
cover, ” noted Foggetu, who donated much

of his time on the prolect. In searching for
images, he added, “we just med to reinforce
what those questions were.”

Taylor, pointed out that the. v1deo is not:
intended for all audiences because some of
the images are so strong. Nor can it sunply 7

be shown on its own. -

_ “This is not a stand-alone, takeithome- '
' for-the-family type of video,” Taylor said.

“It needs a facilitator to introduce it, to pre:

pare the group and to. gmde the group
. through the discussion,”

A rough version of it was first shown at

Keuka Days in _August 1997, and a few o

parishes subsequently borrowed it —

discussion guide - from the consistent hfe '
_ethic office.

One of those paris
which showed the-video as part ofan adult

. education’ program.

" “I'm the social numsu'ycomnnttee chair-

person, and I had heard about the video,” -

explained parishioner Linda Crowe. “We

o always try to do somethmg specxal about

‘respect life” in October.”
“It’s very thought-pmvokmg she said. “I

don’t think anyone could leave and not be

' the format, with Taylor suggesnng it con-
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thinking about how they should be acting.”

o .We 'suppmt the
 Consistent Life Ethic!
- Famous for Quality Sausage &
* Meat Products since 1880 -

546-1 740

K 651 Plymouth Avenue North Rochester, New York
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A Fnend for Llfe'

Aubum Canandalgua « Geneseo * lthaca
' " Ontario Rochester ¢ Victor.

FREE& CONFIDENTIAL pregnancy tcstmg, compassnon and support,
offering alternatives to.abortion, maternity and baby clothing,
Info. & refetrals for medxcal care, housing, and more...

24 Hour HOTLINE: 1-800-550-4900

To the volunteers and supporrers who have made it posszb#e for us to
_ help so mariy women choose life for their unborn, thank you. -
-If you would Itke t0 help, please call the 24-Hour Hotlme

WWW. blrthnght.org
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“The questions came _

: hes was the Commg-, .
_Painted Post Roman Catholic Community,

with its presentauon — she developed one
for her own presentations. And, she ac-
knowledged, it will not necessarily change
'people’s minds right away. Its use isin get-
Img discussions started. :

Maura Sweeney, young adult minister

" and Renew coordinator at St. Dominic’s

Church, Shortsville, found that the video

led to soinetimes “avid discussions” after

she showed it to her Renew group leaders,

the parish council and the social mmlstry _

commiittee last fall.

“It’s really gomg to touch people’s emo-

tions and you’re going to have to be pre-

_'pared for that,” Sweeney cauuoned “It was -
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Current parishioners
be sure to come and greet our
. fonner parishioners, students,
teachers, and staff. -
Renew old friendships and
,make new ties to our.parish family
Sunday, October 18, 1998
s 11 00 a.m, Mass =
- Pasta Dmner :
. following Mass in the school”

- $3.00 per person. Tickets available
- ~ at the door or by calling’

467-2725

At the same time, Crowe cautioned, the
_ video does need a discussion guide to help

St. ﬂomface Cﬁurcﬁ
 Celebrates Life!

the source of a lot of good discussion.”
The members of her parish who viewed

"it, she noted, liked the fact that it asked

questions rather than simply stating “here

" are the answers.”

As for herself, she observed, “I really en-

.thusiastically recommend the video.” .

" The new discussion guide will help:
_ parishes present the video, Taylor suggest:

“ed. The goal is to help people move closer

to understanding and accepting the con-

sistent life ethic, she added. -

“We didn't and we can't assume that it
will inspire total conversion,” Taylor said.
“The discussion that follows will hopefully
make them more open to embracmg the
conslstent life ethic.™ -

- 330 Gregory Street
473-4271 -

ATTENTION ~
GRANDPARENTS. |

Help your Grandchlldren

get au“ A e
in saving for college. -

“OPEN AN EpucaTioN IRA Topay!
* Low minimums -~ $25 and up -
* » Tax free intérest eamned. -
*No mainlenance fees or commissions

" Call Pete Noto at - :
(716) 272-2393 today for details.
Hclpmg clients be “right.on the mney since 1986,

Securities-offered !hrough the Essex Division of-
MoDoneld Member NASD and SIPC

FENMINISTS FOOR LI
TF NEVy YORK

- On this. 150ih Anniversary of
‘the Women's Rights Movement,
Femlnlsfs for Life of New York'

‘applauds the reverence for life -

- held by our femlnist foremorhers

P.O. Box 15408, Rochester, NY ]4615, 716:234:5416

“It is degrading
to women _
that we should
' treat our -
children as
property to be
disposed of
as we see fit.”

Elizibeth Cady Stanton, 1848




