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Continued from page 1

First time for laity

Five years ago this menth, Father_]oseph
A. Hart, moderator of the diocesan pas-
toral center, was serving as director of the
Diocesan Synod, which was funded by the-
Thanks Giving Appeal. Father Hart said .

the 1993 Synod was the first time the-dio- |

cese had held one that involved lay people,
a result of changes in canon law in the ear-

ly 1980s. Previous diocesan synods had

been clergy-only affairs, he explained.

“We tried to respect what the law of: the; )

church said, that all of the questions the
people taised needed to undergo discus-

to- promote social change, ac_
to organizers. = . )
John L. Carr, sécretary of the de- -
' partment of social developmentand |
world peace for the U.S. Catholxc'"'
Conference; will give:theeve
keynote address at 7:30 p.m. Oct. 15, ,
| His topic will be “The Catholic:Call:-
- to Justice: Mission and Message Dis -
rection and Dangers. B
" Chief forum presenter Slsteer.rl

Divine Providence, has been acom-"
munity interfaith organizer in. Mer: -
‘cedes, Texas, for 22 years: She: will ¢
- - give five workshops at the forumon .
'~ various aspects of commumty orga- K

Bishop MatthewH Clarkwxllc = "f
ebrate a Mass for the forum gt 5 ;

For _information, call Deacon )

7 16/328-3210 ext. 339.

Claude Léster at 800/388-7 177, or | '

Approximately 1,300 delegates to the

- Synod votéd to approve five priorities for -
the diocese. Two-of them, lifelong religious |

_education and Catholic moral education, !
were eventually merged i into goal 1 —life-

- long faith formation. S

" In the interest of- seemg where the syn-

odal goals are going in the diocese, the

. Courier spoke with a number of diocesan
.and parish.officials responsible for imple-

menting the priorities.

Lifelong faith fos'matlon '

~ According to a diocesan report, goal 1
" has been implemented in several ways. For

example, the report said, the number of
parish youth ministers has grown from12 in
1992 to more than 80. It also cited the suc-

cess of St. Bernard Institute’s “On The
‘Road” series; which.takes institute instruc- -|

tors to parishes for adult education forums,

' Faith Formation Coordinator Ursula
_ Arnold of St. Joseph’s Church, Penfield,

noted her parish has worked hard:to fulfill

the goal. Among the programs her parish

offers are:

¢ Regular catechetical classes for children.
_ from preschool age to eighth grade.  ~

» Weekly youth graup meetings that com-

- - bine catechetical and social outreach.

* # Adult education programs focusing on

~ such subjects as spirituality, the sacraments

and the church’s social teachings.

~ © An ongoing faith formation that in- |
‘volves entire families in the learning

process.
“We're getting away. from the old think-

| ing that it’s just for kids,” she sald of faith

" formation.
| Consxstent-ethic'()f life

» Goal 2 committed the dlocese to pro- '
" mote the consistent life ethic, which op-

poses abortion, economic injustice, war,
poverty; euthanasia and violence as threats
to human life.

Since the Synod, a number of parishes

" have attempted to implement the goal, ac-

cording to Suzanne Schnittman, diocesan

 consistent life ethic coordinator. For exam-

ple, almost 40 parishes formally made a

“Pledge For Life” this year to support a

woman with a crisis pregnancy, she said. -

. Many parishes boast a variety of efforts |
on behalf of the consistent life .ethic, -

Schnittman said, pointing to Holy Spirit

. Church in Penfield as one example.

Barbara Marcellis, the parish's synod co-
* ordinator, said Holy Spirit parishioners reg-
- ularly lend material support to crisis preg:

1 CONTI )

" sion,” Father Hart recalled.

nancy centers and have partici in pro-
life prayer services and vigils: Meanwhile,
the parish’ recently hosted a2 medical ethics
seminar, and between 30 and 40 parish-
ioners volunteer as mentors and tutors at
diocesan schools in Rochester.

Along with other Websterpanshes, Holy
Spirit is co-sponsoring and hosting a non-

violence mission presented by Catholic
- pacifist Father Charles Emmariuel Mc-

Carthy on Nov. 6 and 7, she said. (See re-

lated story, Page 2a.) Marcellus also noted |

that a recent survey of parishioners re-

| vealed a high level of desire for programs

on'the death penalty and the consistent life
ethic.
“Either (parishioners) already have apas

sion for these issues, or they realize these is- -

sues should be of great concern to thiem,
and they should learn more about them,”
Marcellus eoncluded. - :

Dignity of Women

" Advancing women's dignity in church

and society may be the most difficult of all -

the Synod’s goals to achieve, according to
Gloria Ulterino, diocesan coordinator for
goal 3. In recent years, the Vatican has
made it clear. it does not support women’s
ordination, and has. also reiterated restric-

tions on the role of lay liturgical volunteers, - |-

she noted. There are times, she comment-

ed, when she’s concerned that the church -

may alienate those who consider it an in-
stitution that discriminates against women.

~ “Iam concerned that there will be some |
very wonderful young people, men and
_ women, not just girls, who will walk away,”

Ulterino said. .

At the same time, however, she said she
sees signs of hope in this diocese’s com-
miitment to women’s dignity. For example,
in a June synod report, Ulterino wrote that

ét least 94 parishes practice “inclusion,” -

-many of which do so by having women

| work either in liturgy or head their liturgy

scommittees. Meanwhile, at least 32

* women’s spirituality groups now ex:st in .

-?the dlocese, she wrote,
“One parish that has been.exemplary in
its inclusion of women is Sacred Heart’

Church in Auburn, Ulterino said. Judith |

‘Nichols, the parish’s pastoral associate, said
her church has undertaken a number of ini:
tiafives to promote goal 3.

:For exainple, she said, parish- Blble study

: groups have explored the role of women in
the Old Testament. The parish has also.

" sponsored programs and events that high-

lighted domestic violence against women, | -

- she said. '

She added that the pansh has had altar

girls since the 1960s, long before many oth- .

ers, and uses gender-mclusxve language in

- the liturgy.
* “This parish has a long history of giving. -

‘women the dignity they deserve," Nlchols -

. concluded.

SCCs

. ‘At least 5 to 10 percent of the active

 Catholics at any given parish may be inter-
.. ested in forming SCCs, according to Dea-

con Claude Lester, goal 4 diocesan coordi-
nator. But many panshes still nustakenly
consider such activities as small group
Bible studies to be examples of SCCs, he

said. SCCs are actually different, he ex-

plained. They emphasize how one’s heart

approaches Scripture rather than how
-one’s head interprets it, he said..

'I‘lusxssupposedtobeasmallfatth—shar-'

» mg community, not a Bible study, he sald

of an ideal SCC.
He added that SCCs should ultnnately

. move their members to want to serve the

wider community, an aspect that will be the -

topic of discussion at the upcoming SCC .

conference at Notre Dame. -

One parish working toward the SCCide- -

al is St. Stephen’s.Church in Geneva. Ac-
cording to Mary Kay Bolan, the parish’s
goal 4 coordinator, the parish has two SCCs
of about a dozen- people each. The parish-
is looking to form a third SCC, she added.
Meanwhile, she said, St. Stephen’s

parishioners, along with parishioners from °
neighboring St. Francis DeSales Church,:
has also helped local senior citizens form

two SCCs, - -

SCCs have also been formed ouit of the
parish’s young adults community and Rite
of Christian Initiation of Adults candidates,
Bolan commentéd. The parish’ has also

-formed temporary SCCs whose establish-

ment coincides with the seasons of Advent
and Lent, she noted.
The SCCs meet weekly to discuss the up-

coming readings for the weekend liturgies, -
she said, adding that SCC members also .

pray together and share with one another

how they have tried to live out their faith.

SCCs have supported outreach activities, as
well, she said, noting that SCC members.
have worked at community lunch pro-
grams for the needy, and collected clothes

- for an unwed mother and her children.

“All of these people are so glad to be in
a Christian community,” she-added of SCC

members. She noted that SCCs. offer an -

‘spiritual intimacy not necessarily available
in such large gatherings as weekly Mass.

“It's a more personal and prayerful kind .

of support,” she said.
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Vacation Rental

Miscellaneous

Eﬁ " Celling Repalr

Home Improvement .

Palntlng

ADOPTIONS The -Eatholic -
Courier-does not publish adop-
tion advemsmg To obtain a list
of “agernicies. that serve birth

-beach, 2

wishing to be included on this

FT. MYERS. BEACH, °FL's
quiet coast” super view, on the
. br _pool,

‘202/333-4155.- - -

Winter is coming and so is.the
- NEXT-TO-NEW SALE.
at Blessed Sacrament
Auditorium
‘Monroe Ave. at Oxford St.,
) Rochester

list may send information to the

E’
TEXTUREDISWIRLED CEIL-
INGS 9 x 12’ ceiling.only $59.

_CARPENTRY: Handyman ser- .
vice. Will do odd jobs. No job

) .ther Damage, drywall, plaster too  small. Call Ken
repairs. Quality- work; reason- - 716-247-8785, )
abje prices. 716-392-5076. -

2 . -
Financial Services -Masonry

=gl =S ihpuuhiyapiveaiimed bt et A

: ,716-475-1 272

Catholic Courier. Help Wanted - Wed., Thurs., & Friday .
; . PartTlma ’ ,0ct789-98m-8pm‘
Miscellaneous | Sat., Oct 10 « 9.am -2pm
pppp R ety ) ! \ Friday & Saturday
MOMS “R” US newsletter. for SEQRETARWTRANSUTOR- :
moms. For a free copy, please - | Part time. To provide secre- are Half-Price Days

call Mane Marton at (716) g
787-0474

“Counseling

PROFESSIONAL COUNSEL-
ING: with_a faith- perspective.
Manin Lynch MA;- M.Div Call

Wanted to Buy
. Fummm, Trunks, Clocks,
Sterling and China, Linens.
i Wmd [ e estates and

: to me for cash or |
_ wnllwnduuuk for yos.

71 6-647-2482

Black Ministry, Office of

| Asian/Pacitic Ministry, Office | * -

of Spanish Apostolate and
Office of Ecumenical and
Interreligious Affairs.

aoespted until October 5,
- 1998. Send ‘resume to:

1150 Buttaio Roed,
nocmw, NY 14624, EOE

- tarial services for Offices of |-

P(ovide‘s_ written translation 1
services. Applications will be

Coats & sweaters. Jewsiry and
‘treasures at the Bouthuo.
arns and coling Hohis,
niture, lamps ng lights,
linens, drapes, dishes, kitchen-
items, microwaves, computofs,

?g” Tape nd
's, tdpes, ures a
tum«somoanh%l@m

kets, hardwm nndgunound
toys. Bakodgoods
Come for lunch or supper.

Bargains in clothing for men, |
women and kids, all sizes. | .

'small appliances, o
foeofds& e |-

| cards, Xmas decorations, bu-'

_ Bring your triendslll

MORTGAGES MASONRY: . REPAIR: brick
« Purchase AN * R steps, sidewalks, basements,
urchase efinance patchwork. Bleasonable. 35
Riverview Mortgage Corp.|  ¥rs: exp. etc. 716-323-1007. Al Rooﬂn Sidi
i : Meyvis, Sr. - 9 ng
R v ol Bk e, St & Gutters
Loans arranged though third party fenders
i Temieis [BOWMAN|
. Heating & K-D Moving & ) Establ:hed 1912 m‘
Air Conditloning Storage, Inc. % A
. . Experience-in oﬂ'lce
. : . . houlehold moving and -
Hicks Home Heating n:’ or Small, We do thew ALl
* | Call us for Winter Comfort!" 3-6610/473-4357. |
| Heat & Air Gonditioning filii
Specialists - y
+ Sales * Service Im llstion}
Family Oioned & Operated.
4244848




