ccording to
Chuck

him in an Intemnet
chat room “all think
I'm pretty cool.”

‘But they were also
taken aback when he
nformed them about
his hairstyle: straight

his shoulders.

“They were -
surpnsed that such a
nice person-coyld be
3 like that. They said if

' they didn’t know / me,
they'd freak out,” said
Chuck, 18, from St.

@l Elizabeth Arin Seton
| Church in Hamlin.

‘Chuck added that
many people. have
avoided him in the
* past because of his
 hair, but he continues ta sport this distinctive
style. .

. “I'wantedto separale myself from everybody
else,” Chuck said. “| kind of like standlng outin
a.crowd.”

‘Another motive, Chuck said, is to challenge
other people to accept diversity,. . -

.. “If's to make them realize that it's not what
you look like that really matters. it's the way you

- act, and present yourself,” Chuck explained. “if
they would back away from me because of.

friends anyway.”
-~ Chuck and-other teens interviewed for this
story said their. hairstyles are meant to make
- some sort of statement — whetheritbe a
protest against modem trends; a sign of unity
for athletic teams; or simply to be different. -

B

" stants. | don't like to look the same from year to
very short and also had a “big blond streak” put

Institute began.
- Just for extra measure Sarah has also _
- changed her hair tint. “Last year it was almost
blond, and now it's almost purple,” said Sarah,

brown. -

On the other hand, Enka Szymanskl isa
natural blond whose straight hair extends past
her waist. The style gains notice in public, she

- ¢y High School. :

 “I've walked into stores.and had people

- comment on my hair, but it doesn’t draw much .
-~ attention at Mercy because, I've beenhereso- .

‘short Of it

‘long and people are used 10 it,” said-Erika, a
ohnsan, teens

who correspond with .
~  includes weannglongsklrls lsathrowbackto

. the current lifestyle. This whole trend toward
- women in the workplace, they've been weanng '

and blonid, down past
. during the first week of school, Plonsky said,

_ cropshlshalrasclosetomesmlpasposslble
- something

--shears and a double mirror, added that he also

_what | look Ilke, then they‘re not going to.be my :

. disallows “excessive hairstyles,” Colby’s. hair i is

. “l'like doing something different before school
year,” said Sarah Marzulo, whio had her haircut . .

Mesa Community College in Arizona, is not
through it just before her junior year at Aquinas -

- with shoner hair after a recent incident. He sald

16.'She ‘added, that her natural hair color is Ilght .
' * ‘at him and said that all the positions were filled.

_said, but not in the hallways at Our Lady of Mer-
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parishioner at Church of the Resurrecnon in’
Perinton. - - . ‘
Erika noted that herstyle whlch also

anearfierera. .
“Fm.very much a tradmanallst. Hike it lhls
way, so it doesn't bother me that |- don't fitinto :

their hair a lot shorter to- express their freedom,”.
Erika remarked. -

Both long and short hair are acceptable at. .
Mercy — but only te a point, according to Becky
Plonsky, director of communications. Plonsky -
said that the.all-giris’ school requires halrstyles
that are-“tasteful and represent the school.” Yet

one female student showed up with a shaved
head and another arrived with her hair dyed
biue; Both were sent to the dean of students.
Back at Aquinas; a shaved-head is not
uncommon for Colby Khuns, 17,.a senior. He

he has done since sixth grade.

““The football players like to do it,” said Colby,
a three-sport: athlete:at Aquinas. “'s more com-
fortable in the summer when you practice-and .
the hair is inside the helmet.” He added that -
some of his past teams have gotten short ‘
haircuts to reflect their unity.

-Colby, who cuts his own halr by usmg

does it for the convenience.. .

~ “IUs just easier. it'sitoo hard domg your halr

in the moming and stuff,”said Colby,

parishioner at St. Lawrence Church in Greece. §
Asked if his hair.is an object of attention, he . .

replied, “Ali the tlme People just oome upand.

feel it.” ,
Under the Aquinas dress code, which. .

considered acceptable — and, apparently, so

is Sarah’s multicolored hair. Sarah realizes that

she might be pushing the dress code limits,

but “nobody’s said anything.” -
Meanwhile, Chuck, who currently attends -

bound by any officialdress code. But when'he -
talked to the Catholic Courier by phone from
Arizona, he wondered if life would be easier

]obopemngs—butthe manager took-one look §

" Now that he's of college age, Chuck admitted
that he has lessdesue to continue. weanng long g
“Basmlly thats a hlgh-school look," he said. |

fCOMING NEXT WEEK:
Youth court in Elmira

" Story by Mike Latona
Photos by Greg Fra’ncis_

@8 in upcoming weeks.

Hopotohurlromyou!

Should there be restrlctlons on halrstyles in schools orthe workplaeo oris this an infringement of indivnduals’ rlghts?
Voice your opinion about thiis, and other “On the Move” toplcs by sendmg us an e-mail. We’ll print selected respons-

E-mail us at cathcour@frontiernet.net. Ifyou don'thaveaoeesstoa—mall writcusatPO Box 24379 Roehemr NY.,
14624.Bcsuratolncludeyourmm,ogundpamh




