=

By Rob Cullivan
Staff writer

- PERINTON = Julie Sikorski, a parish- -

ioner at St. Lawrence Church in Greece
had j Jjust one-question.

_ “Do any of these buffoons that we elect

. have the expertise to run the govemmem?” g
"1 to encourage cmzen mvolvement in poli- -
. tics.

she asked rhetoncally :
Sikorski was reacting to ‘the notion that

government leaders somehow liave far’

more expertise about the areas on which

they legislate than do many of their con-
stituents. The notion was just one of many .
~she and six other Catholic young adults sat
-down to discuss on Sept. 20, at St. john of
Rochester Church.

-Sponsored by. Odyssey, the diocesan-
young adults network, the discussion fo-

-cused on three dlfferent ways to retool gov-
_ernment.

. Choice 1 was “Demvenung Govern-.

ment,” essentially a call for privatization of
most government: services, a process in
which private companles bid on contracts

to deliver such services as trash collecuon

and mass transit. . -

- Choice 2 proposed “Remventmg Gov- -
ernment” and called for turning power -
over from the federal_govemme_m to state
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and local authorities. The proposal also
called for a reduction in influence by spe-
cial interest experts and lobbyists, as well as
limits on campaign spending.

Choice 3 proposed “Rednscovermg Citi- |

ienshnp .and emphasized greater civic ed-

| ucation of voters and promoting commu-

nity organizations, f forums and other items

For the most part, the participants in the
St. John's discussion seemed to want a mix

. of all three choices in any attempt to reform

the government. Several stressed that
Catholic teaching calls for any reform of

government to take into account its possible’
_ effects on the needy and the vulnerable.

But’participants were not of one voice

'when it came-to how the government
4 should address such concerns. -

Scott Malouf, a parishioner at St. Mary's,
Rochester, expressed some skepticism
about the value of turning govemmem ser-
vices over to private companies.

“Privatization chiérry-picks the best and
leaves some other people (out),” he said.
He added that péliticians can rewaid inef-

ficient private companies with government

contracts simply because such companies
support an officeholder.

Others, however, argued that the | prlvate
sector generally operates more cost-effec-
tively than the government. Some partici-
pants added that money saved through pri-
vatization can be used to fund more
services and recipients than possible when
the government tries to run everything.

The group also discussed how important
it was for a candidate to embody the
church’s values, and all participants agreed
that no single issue — for example, abortion
— determined how they voted for someone.

“Tim Stiles, a Buffalo Catholic, noted that
he might vote for a pro-choice candidate if
that candidate wanted an office in which
he or she would have no effect on the abor-

tion issue,

Most of the young adults présent agreed
they had to look at where candidates stood

. on several issues before déciding whether

to'vote for-them. ' i
“You have to take the good with the bad,”

said Brian Donaldson, a panshloner at St.
Mary s, Rochester.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1998
9:00 A.M. - 7:00 P.M.

" ROCHESTER
MARIAN
- CONFERENCE

SPEAKERS AND GUESTS INCLUDE: .

 FR.ALBERTLM. SHAMON + IVAN DRAGICEVIC + DAVID PARKES
RT Rev. STEPHEN BARHAM + EILEEN GEORGE + LARRY & JOETTA LEWIS

THEATER ON THE RIDGE (KODAK PARK), 200 RiDGe ROAD WeST

- Make checks payableto ROCHESTER MARIAN CONFERENCE
Retum to: Queen of Peace Apostolats, 47 E. Wright Ave., Waterloo, NY 13165

Name(s)

#Adults ___ X$20=

Street

City, St., Zip

_ #Youth ___ X'$10=
—#Religibus ____{Nofee)

' Box Lunch: (lndlcate #of Ham __Tuna
Total Sandwich Lunchés -

wwwﬂare net/mary -
Mail-in Deadiine: 9/15/98
Late Reg. Or Info Call 716-671-6534

- Beef __ Sandwich Lunchés)
_ X$6=__-
Total Enclosed

FOR REGISTRATION OR lNFORMATION CaLL
(716) 671-6534 or (716) 26-3264



wyyw.flare.net/mary

