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stter Del Santo readzes
for freedom of SS] vows

By Lee Strong

Associate-editor

ROCHESTER — Sister l)onna Del Santo,
S§], recalls a conversation she had with a fe-
male inmate of the Monroe County Jail,
where she works as part of her job as a

nurse with the Monroe County Health De-

~ partment:

Upon'learning that she was a womnan re-
Hligious, Sisier Del Santo reported, the in-
mate asked, “Don’t you get lonely?”

“I'said, ‘Yes. Don't you?™” Sister Del San-
o rcph( d, startling the inmate.

Sister Del Santo said she has had many

i such moments at the jail, where the inmates
. are sur pnscd to learn about her vocation
and her honesty about her life and feelings.

“Then,” she said, “they start 1o open up
about théir lives.

“I've never experic nced God more inti-

‘mate ely than I have in jail,” she added.

Sister Del Santo will be taking a. break -

from her jail ministry Saturday, Sept. 26,
when she makes her final vows as a Slsler
of St. Joseph.
The path that has led her to take those
: * vows was not smooth, she acknowledged.
The Syracuse native attended Catholi¢
grammar and high schools, and a Catholic
college, D'Youville, in Buffalo, where she

- earned a degree in nursing. She then.
- worked asa public health nurse for a'small

 Catholic hospital in Kentucky.
Despite that continuous contact with the

church, she said, “I wasn't that particularly |

church involved.”
The stint in. Kentucky was followed by
" two years.as a VISTA volunteer in Texas.
While there, she and a friend decided they

" ‘wanted to travel around the world, so they .|

headed to the friend's- hometown,

Rochester, in 1979 to look for work _and '

raise the needed money. Sister Del Santo |

became a recruiter for VISTA.
_In February 1980, the father of a friend-

' died and she wanted to get a Mass card.

The nearest Catholic Church to where she
lived was Corpus Christi, so she went there.
The visit led to a lengthy conversation with
Father James Callan, then the parish’s ad-

"ministratqr, about one of his dreams a

healih clinic.

That clinic — now the Corpus Chrlsu
Center — opened in September 1981 with
Sister Del Santo as co-director with Sister
Sharon Bailey, S§J. Sister Del Santo had by

that time also become an active member of

the parish, and had begun to provide mu-
sic with a contingent of parishioners for

Sunday Masses at the Monroe County Jail.

In 1991, Sister Banley was elected to an
administrative posmon with the congrega-
tion and planned to quit her, ]ob at the clin-

" ic. Sister Del Santo decided it would be a

goaod time for her to move on as well, so

. she went on a 30-day retreat to consider her

future.
“Then ‘that’ happened,” she said.
“That” was a message that she should
consider becoming a woman religious.

Her reactiOn was instantaneous: “I was

very upset.”
For the next year, even as she explored

the calling, she fought it. But, she noted “1
“was haunted. I was harassed.”

When she finally signed the application .|

, papers in the summer of 1992, she said, it

was just to get it over with. Now, however,

she said, “It feels so right. It. feels like the
" suit fits. I've sort of grown into it.”

" The decision to: enter the the convent,
she explained, is “not some kind of pious

whatever. I'm joining a band of wild women
seeking justice and loving God.” '

From theéir beg'mmng, she observed the

Heeklmg, applause greet

transition team at Corpus | '

-By Kathleen Schwar
Slaff writer-

ROCHESTER — Masses at Corpus
- Christi went on as usual Sept.19-20: Mary
Ramerman, pastoral associate, stood at

the altar, participating by saying prayers,
mixing wine with water, and raising the’

cup several times; Father Enrique Cade-

na, associate pastor, invited everyone to. -

- receive Communion, recexvmg loud ap-
plause at one Mass.

However, heightening emouons over

the parish’s future erupted at times, with

parishioners jockeying. for the micro-.

phone at a couple of Masses.

Although changes in worship.to con-

form to Catholic liturgical rules were not

-evndent at those weekend Masses at the

parish, changes are expected.

. Kathleen'Cannon, a temporary leader-’

ship-team member, told the parishioners
at the Masses the team welcomes their in-
put — but at a Sept. 22 forum and in ap-
pointments. Parishioners can help ex-
plore ways for the- parlsh to “live out its
mission, vision and spirit, within the pa-
- rameters of Catholic guidelines,” she said.
A priest’s appomtmem to.the parish is ex-
pected in four to six weeks. - »

However, Father Cadena, also a mem-

- ber of the transition .team, told .the
- Catholic_Courier Sept. 21, “The bottom
line is going to be our conscience ... Mean-
ing we might not agree to some of the

- things we are bemg asked.”

-It was the team’s first weekend togeth-
er ‘since its. appointment by Bishop
Matthew H. Clark. Also on the three-
.member team is Charlotte Bruney, tem-

- porary pastoral administrator at St. Vin-

" cent de Paul Church; Churchville. Can-

non is on leave as diocesan director of’

* parish support ministries.
The bishop removed Father james B.
Callan as administrator and reassigned

him.temporarily to Our Lady of Lourdes’

; Parish, Elmira, as of Sept. 11. He had cit- -

- ed the priest’s -continuing defiance of

' church law concerning’ women's liturgical
roles, specific portions of ministry to ho- -

mosexual people and intercommunion
with non-Catholics.

While expecting “(e)verythmg is going
to explode” at the forum, Father Cadena
said he hadn’t been prepared for the out-
bursts at the Sept. 19-20 Masses.

Bruney recalled that Saturday, “I was

.heckled all through my homily. They -

weren't in a position t6 listen even. ... One
man got up, then-about 40 moved into the

- sanctuary and a half dozen spoke. It was

so obvious they were not listening to me.”

" . Cannon was interrupted at the 11:30
“a.m. Mass Sept. 20 by such comments as

“Jesus Christ is our paslor and “You can't
- hold back the spring;” both greeted with
| applause. Her request that parishioners
I tespectfully listen also was applauded.

Bruney, a former administrative team

| -member at a church in the Archdxocese

of Hartford, Conn., urged support for
Bishop Clark and othér Catholic Church
leadels

“The ones willing'to llsten willing to
dialogue, willing to turn a blind eye for

| long periods of time to experimentation

are too few and far between and we need
them,” she preached. “We may not ap-
prove of everythmg they demand-from us;
and we may continue to challenge.themn.

- - But we are fools to put them at nsk

Greg Francis/Staff photographer

Slster Donna Del Santo, SSJ, a nurse with the Moriroe County -Health Depart-
ment, prepares a syringe for a tuberculosis skin test at the county’s TB Outreach
Office at Bull’s Head Plaza, 855 W. Main St., Rochester, Sept 18. She makes her

final vows Sept 26.

Slsters of St. ]oseph have been concerned
with working with the poor and the needy.
“We went into prisons,” she said. “We

' took care of prosmutes We took care of or--
" phans.” :

Still, she acknowledged she was mmally
afraid she would lose the freedom she so
cherishes.

“But as I came to understand the VOWS,
it was a freeing experience,” she explained.
“Obedience isn’t someone telling me what

~ to do, Obedience is telling me to listen to

the voice of God, with others.” )
The latest way she is “listening with oth-
ers” is through the Sisters of St. Joseph of

Rochester Volunteer Corps. She is part of |

fivemember team living at the Holy Fami- :
ly Convent with groups of volunteers who

“reside at the convent while working with a

variety of service projects.
“Sister Del Santo sees the corpsasa S|gn,
of evolvmg life in the congregatlon alife

 rooted in the congregation’s. past..

“If you're talkmg about charisms, it’s to

. unite nelghbor to-neighbor and. nelghbor

to God,” she said.

Meanwhile, she will continue to work at
the jail, and to provide music for Sunday
Masses there.. - ’

“That’s my home church,” she sald
“That's where I've been the longest in my :
18 years.” S

The Monthly Prayer Request For Pnests

PRAYER FOR PRIESTS

O my Jesus, I beg You on behalf of the whole Chur_ch:
Grant it love and the light of Your spirit, and give power
tothe words of priests so that hardened hearts might be -
- brought to repehtance and retun to You, O Lord.
Lord, give.us holy priests; You yourself maintain them in -

_ holiness. O Divine and Great High Priest, may the power of
Your merey accompany them everywhere and protect them
from the devil’s traps and snares which are’ continually being
set for the souls of priests. May the power of Your mercy, .
O Lord, shatter and bring to naught all that rhight tarnish
the sanctity of priests, for You can do all things. AMEN

' (dtary of Sister Faustma 1052) .

' Prayer- Suggeslwns ‘Mass, Rosary, Fasting, Day. Oﬁ’enng, Euchansnc
Adoration, Offering Sufferings, Divine Mercy Chaplet
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