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We've been through another huge media week. The Starr report is out now
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and radio talk shows, newspaper articles,

youth ministers), we have a course that
considers the differences in die spiritual

I can only suppose that this group assumes that teenagers, for example, ARE
NOT sinning. They must also assume
that men and women (heterosexual, of
course) ARE NOT sinning, either, because we address the specific pastoral
needs of men and women all the time
without enduring protests and slanderous leaflets. The assumption must be
that migrant workers aren't sinners, either, because we had a great conference
a few months ago about ministry to migrants farmworkers, and there were no
protests or fliers about that. Finally, die
elderly must be presumed to be without
any tendency to sin, too, as must be those
who experience loss and bereavement,
and those who are sick and dying. No
leaflets or media there. It's just not right
to talk about ministering to gays and lesbians, I guess.
As a member of the church that spent
this past weekend reading Luke's 15th
chapter, I have grave concerns about a
clique that spreads hatred and misunderstanding about ministries on behalf ofgay
and lesbian Catholics. I have none whatever about this conference that will be taking place in our city — in fact, I think our
Christianity would be a sham without it.

television reports, the Internet are all
telling us how involved we are in the story and how we should be thinking about
it. My own sister is embroiled in reading
it on the Net and has expressed amazement that even though it is.-a "legal" document, it's written at a level that makes it

needs that men and women have. There

is another course on ministering to those
who have experienced the death of a

easy for anybody to understand!
This weekend will provide local media
with yet another "exciting" event to foment about T- the National Association
of Catholic Diocesan Lesbian and Gay
Ministries will have its annual meeting in
Rochester. Last year this association met
in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles and
. next year it will meet in the Archdiocese
of Chicago. I suppose, in these bigger
cities there is more goihg'on so the media doesn't have time to focus on what is
probably a rather bland story there. As
far as I can tell, the "story" here is that a
group of church ministers will come together to learn more about the problems
of those they try to serve, and more
about methods of ministry that may help
them reach out to gay and lesbian
Catholics more effectively.
I keep trying to understand why that is
so troubling to some, and so "exciting"
that it provokes such enormous media interest.
Much of the media attention arises be-

cause there is a small but vocal clique of
righteous church members who assume
that gay and lesbian.Catholics have no
need for, of perhaps have no right to,
Christian ministry from parish and
diocesan staffs. They even denounce the
bishops who have scheduled Masses welcoming gay and lesbian Catholics to our
parish communities. This is confusing to
me because I assume that we all have
needs for, and rights to,.ministry. We all
have specific needs, an.d even the specific needs we'have vary at different times
of our lives.
At St. Bernard's Institute where I
work, our job is to help people prepare
for ministry in the Catholic Church. In
order to do this right we focus all the
time on specific kinds of needs that specific people have. We have courses and
programs directed at all kinds, of pastoral needs. To name just a few, our students learn about the special spiritual
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We operate oh the well-established
principle that not all people's needs for
ministry are exactly the same. Thus, in
all our courses we try to help our students preparing for church ministry to
understand the specific spiritual and pastoral needs of the kinds of people they
will be meeting. The elderly do not have
the same needs as youth; migrant workers have unique spiritual and personal
struggles; Spanish-speaking immigrants
have pastoral needs different from those
of Anglo-American Catholics.
I guess the clique of our fellow Catholics
so disturbed by the NACDLGM conference must assume that these other kinds
of ministry preparation gatherings are
okay. We hold these other sessions all the
time, but there is no media blitz surrounding these sorts of life issues; There
are no slanderous, misleading fliers denouncing these kinds of ministries plastered on our cars as we attend Mass, as
there have been about this weekend's conference. It must be that the clique of
Cadiolics so "worried" about ministering
to gay and lesbians assumes that there is

V

Sr.M.Brigid
Native of: Chicago, Illinois
Prior Experience; Medical Technologist
My discovery of my vocation was gradual. It began
with a growing desire to spend my whole life loving
and serving God and assisting in the salvation of men.
While my work was honest and good, Ifelt I was called
to more direct service to others, and a much deeper
prayer life. Afterpraying to tht;Hofy Spiritforguidance and the grace of trust, and investigatingseveral communities, I knew
God was leading me to the Hawthorne Dominicans.
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Chastity and Justice for all

A Medical Ethics Seminar

In God's will is ourpeace;!wish no otherlife than the one God bos
offered me in the precious gift of my vocation.

19, 8:45 am to 3:00 pm at

The Dominican Sisters
of Hawthorne

1355 Hatch Rd, Webster • Cost: $20, Lunch provided
FEATURED SPEAKERS:
Dr. Joseph Nicolosi:
The Healing of Same Sex Attraction
Rev. Matthew Temple, O. Carm:
Cloning and In Vitro Fertilization
Mrs. Beverly Malona:
Contraceptive Use and the Abuse of Women
Theresa Wagner
Legal Trends in Physician Assisted Suicide
Thomas Pingree, M D
Hospice Care: Care for the Dying

New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, Georgia, Minnesota

We nurse incurable cancer patients in seven free, modern nursing homes. Many who enter our community have no prior nursing experience. Living our vows and participating in the life of
the Church by prayer and sacraments enables us to serve God in
this aposfolate.

Interested women ere invited to visit throughout the yetr.
For mora information: write or call, Sr. FC Joseph, O.P.,
Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne, 600 Linda Annua, Hawthorne, NY 10532 • Til: (014) 769-4794

PUBLIC INVITED

5 Hours of CME Gredit for Physicians.
Send payment to: St. Luke's Medical Association
424 Claybourne Rd. • Rochester, NY 14618
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FOR INFORMATION CALL (716) 244-2141
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Share a
Great Compassion
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•Sister Schoelles is president
Bernard's Institute.

Visit our WEB site - http^/www.hawthorne-dominicaits.org/dsh/dshma|n.html
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e-mail four comments to us at cathcour@frontiernet.net

