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In the 
It usually happeiis while I'm sitting at my 

kitchen table; I get a funny feeling that 
someone is watching me. I glance out; my 
casement window, into the picture window 
across die street and discover the source 
of my suspicion. . 

A white curtain in the picture window is 
drawn back and lifted like a woman gath
ering her flowing skirt. It reveals the faces 
of four, five o r six children whose dark eyes 
brighten as we make contact across the 
great divide of our busy street The chil
dren's voices hoUer cheerfully cut the open 
window, "Hola! Where are your children? 
What are you going to do today?" 

No matter how many times this scene is 
repeated, it's a sight I always welcome. The 
children, seven in all, and their parents, left 
their homeland of El Salvador and setded, 
into our neighborhood about a year ago. 

. For the first few months after the Alvarez 
family moved in, we exchanged pleasant 
greetings each time we passed. We wel
comed the family with food, housewarm-

all people are the same 

ing gifts and a present for the new baby. 
As the months went by, I thought I was be
ing a model neighbor until my son, Bobby, 
asked one day, "Mom, how come the kids-
from across the street have never come 
over to our house to play?" 

"How come?" I wondered myself. Was 
language our only barrier? The next day I 
took my two children across die street and 
knocked at die Alvarez door. Ilsia, Dina, 
Juan, Axa, Abner and Samuel met us at die 
door and invited us into the living room 

Families should set priorities 
Asked about the time crunch many fam

ilies face today, family therapist Dennis 
Boike quoted General Omar Bradley. 

"It's time we follow the morning star 
rather than being guided by the lights of 
each passing ship," Boike said. 

Boike pointed out diat die reality 
is many families find themselves 
being distracted fby "passing 
ships" — to the* detriment of 
family life. 

"The'key issue that people 
are having is diat diey keep in
creasing die number of things 
they are doing without taking 
anything off the pile," noted 

Boike will be conducting workshops 
for catechists and youth leaders Oct. 6 on 
the theme "The Family Time Bind: Myths, 
Realities and Priority Management." 

Although die workshops are aimed at 
church professionals, he noted that he will 
be covering lessons any family can use. 

First, he said, "People are going to have 
to decide where they are going to put dieir 
time, consciously." 

VA& 

Second, families need to prioritize 
which activities-diey will pursue, and, con-
sequendy, which ones they will have to give 
up. 

He advised diat each person first deter
mine what his or her priorities are, men 

diat couples and parents discuss pri
orities between themselves, and 

finally diat die entire family talk 
about what diey want to make 
the family priorities. 

He also advised diat diese 
priorities be written down. 
. . "When we write down what 

we are going to do, we are 80 
percent more likely to achieve it 

dian if we don't," he said. 
Finally, he suggested that people find 

support groups to help mem keep to dieir 
priorities. 

Families must simply face reality, Boike 
acknowledged. 

"One of die the tilings we tell people in 
our society is that we can do anything we 
want. But we can't," he declared. "There 
are time limitations." 
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Q 'SAT,SEPT. 19-Ventriloquist: 
and singer Evte Scott, The Eleventh ;" 
Hour storytime, 11 a.m.; Border's * 
Books, 1000 H y l a n T O ^ l U ^ e s i e n 
fiee; call 716/292-5000, . t^t ,?**• 

© SEPT. 1 9 , 0 0 1 ^ 1 7 — J M U B ^ - C 
Scarecrow dayi: 1-3 p ra.; Cumming , 
Nature Center, Gulick Road, Soudi ^ 
^mtol, brmg overalls, flannel shirt, < 
stuffing materials provided, $S per , 
child, plus center-entry fee {Rochester 
Museum & Science Center mernlx.rs 
and preschoolers free, students $ 1 W 
seniors and college students $3 adults 
$4), call 716/5746160. 

- © S U N , S E P T . 2 0 - B i r d * o f 
Jftey Days bai^ro^isTvuItures on dis
play, plus programs and demonsura-
Uons, 10 a.m 5 p m . Genesee 
Gountrv Nature Center Flint Hill 
Road, Mumford $11 for adults $950 
seniors and students, $6 50 children 4-
lb, children under 4 free, for informa
tion call 716/5384822 

© WED,SEPT 2 3 , 3 0 - S t o r y 
time: featuring Little Gorilla by Ruth 
Bortutem (Sept 23) and I Went 
Walking by Sue Williams (Sept 30), 
11 a j n , Barnes and Noble Bookstore, 
3349 Monroe Ave, Rochester; free-
far information o i l 716/586*020 

9 WED,SEPT.tS,SO-Tufjr 
Tots Story T i m e Tetmj Tktf Mouse: A 
Book About Colon (Sept £3) and play 
program byGvmboree(Sept30) 11 

a.m.; Borders Books, lOOOHylan 
' Drivel Roche^errcafl 716/292-5000. 

*©*- FJRI, SEPT. 25 - Pajama party: 
and story time, featuring Gome Along 
Daisy by Jane Simmons; 7 p.m.,Barnes 
and Noble Book Store, 3349 Monroe 

* Asx^ViodKsm call 716/5866020. 
£ O FRI, SEPT. 2 5 - J u i c e and 

Jammie*: with Jams Primrose and a 
costumed "slizzard," plus reading of 
The S/Lcani Gardener 7 p m Barnes &. 
Noble Bookstore Greece children 
rearing pajamas rcctne a poster fret 

O SAT, SEPT 26 - Family dance 
workshop parents and children 1 SO-
2 W p m ages4-7 2S0-SS0 iges 18-
S0 months $20 per family Pirk 
Avenue Dance Company Rochester 
for more information call 716 461 
276b 

9 SUN, SEPT 27 - Awesome 
Autumn Celebration, hay ndes fiddle 
music, storytelling animals 11 i m -4 
p m Mendon Ponds Nature Center 
S914 Clover St. Honeoye Fall for 
information call 716/3S4-S780 

O SEPT 26-27, OCT, 5-4 ,10-11-
Harveat Days, sawmill demonstra 
uoni music, timber sports compeu-
txjna>etc; 1 0 a j n - 4 p m Cununing 
Nature Center Gulick Road, South 
Bristol, free wub center Gee of $1.50 
for students, $3 for seniors and col
lege students, $4 for adults, free for 
preschoolers 

so we could talk with their mother, Maria. 
I began speaking to Maria in Spanish, 

and my Spanish was rusty to say the least. 
All the children convulsed in laughter at 
the sound of Bobby's and Teresa's mommy 
speaking Spanish. "You sound so funny!" 
they all laughed. 

A few minutes later all the kids disap
peared upstairs to play on a colorful ham
mock that die family had brought with 
diem from El Salvador. As Maria and I lis
tened to the children squealing with de
light upstairs, we both smiled. It seems that 
children play the same in every language. 
And, downstairs, as we talked about the 
children's bee stings, past pregnancies and 
the local School, it was clear diat mothers 
everywhere speak the same language too. 

Since that afternoon, our children often 
play togedier. My family has received the 
extraordinary gift of the culture, the spir
it and friendship of this Hispanic family. 

Our .lives have also been enriched with 
the rich diversity of. Hispanic, African 
American, Asian and American children 
who attend my children's elementary 
school. Through me school's special pro
grams, curriculum and celebrations, there 
is a respect and openness to children of all 
cultures, races and religions. I remember 
when my son's class celebrated Hispanic 
Heritage Month with a fiesta in the class
room. It was a real delight listening to Bob
by's description of the food they tasted, die 
music diey danced to and the people diey 
learned about. 

"I know how to. count to 10 in Spanish," 
Bobby reported. "I ate diis kind of banana 
mat was pretty good. And 'Hola' means 
•Hello!'" 

As children of different cultures play 
and learn side by side, they gain an appre
ciation for their differences and an under
standing of what unites diem. Our greatest 
hope for ridding our society of racism, in

tolerance and mistrust is when programs 
like diese are reinforced in the home. 

I recall a conversation I once had with 
Father Francisco Gonzalez, coordinator 
for Hispanic Family Life Ministry in the 
Archdiocese of Washington, about the 
struggles diat many Hispanic families face 
when diey first arrive in the United States. 

"It is the story of every immigrant cul-
-ture," Father Gonzalez said. "There.is a 
change in the whole structure of the fami
ly. The. children have the better opportu
nity to learn the language through pro
grams at uieir school. They are learnings 
language and being exposed to a culture 
mat's different from dieir parents and 
grandparents. The children are often the 
link widi die outside world. Inside die fam
ily, die roles of parent and child are firmly 
established but outside die family, die roles 
of parent and child are sometimes re
versed. As a result, security does not always 
exist for family members as it had in the 
past." 

During die past few mondis, the Alvarez 
family has been a gende reminder to me 
diat tfiere are times in all our lives when we 
need to draw back the curtains and open 
die doors of our hearts and our homes to 
the newcomers in our midst. To live the 
Gospel is to believe that when we welcome 
die stranger, we are welcoming Jesus. 

As Father Gonzales said, "The church 
has a unique responsibility to combine die 
spiritual care of die Hispanic family with 
dieir basic needs to feel welcome; to find 
a job, to setde in a home and to receive an 
education. In die eyes of God we are all 
die same. God did not create any borders. 
He placed die earth in the hands of people 
from all cultures to work together to build 
up the kingdom of God." 

• • • 

Marx lives in Lau/renceville, N.J., with her 
husband and two children. 

Sponsor a Child at a Catholic 
Mission, It's Affordable! 

Little Maria sells oranges on the 
street in a village in Guatemala. 
Her family can't afford to send her 
to school. Will you help a poor 
child like Maria? 

Your opportunity to help a very poor child is 
much too importantto miss. And Christian 
Foundation for Children and Aging (CFCA), an 
international Catholic sponsorship program can 
show you the affordable way. 

Ordinarily it takes $20 a month to provide 
one poor child with the life-changing benefits of 
sponsorship. But if this is hot possible for you, 
we invite you to sponsor at a level you can 
afford (minimum $10). CFCA will see to it from 

' other donations and the tireless efforts of our 
missionary partners that your child receives the 
same benefits as efher sponsored children. 

Your sponsorship pledge helps provide a 
poor child at a Catholic mission site with nour
ishing food, medical care, the chance to go to 
school - whatever is needed most. Your pledge 
gives a child hope for a brighter future. You can 
literally change a life! 

To help build your relationship, you receive a 
picture of your child (updated yearly), informa
tion about your child's family and country, let
ters from your child and the CFCA newsletter. 
But most important, you receive the satisfaction 
of helping a poor child.. Become a sponsor for 
one poor child toddy! 
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Name Yes, I'll help one child: 
• Boy • Girl • Teenager • Any in most need Address 

(please pjint) 

My monthly pledge is: 
P$10 Q$15 • $20 Q$25 OOthefS-. 

I'll contribute 
Q monthly Q quarterly • semi-annually • annually 

Q Endosed is my first contribution of $'__ . 

(Make check payable to CFCA.) 

• I can't sponsor now, but here's my gift of $ 

City/State/Zip. 

Phone ( ) . 

Q Please send me more mfbrmation about sponsorship. 

FOUNDED AND DIRECTED BY CATHOLIC LAY PEOPLE 

Send tor CFCA 

; c/oJocUMareello, Catholic Courier 
P.OBox.24379. gj 

Rochester, NY 14624-0379 £ 

716-328-4340 * 

Financial report available on request O 
Donatiansare U.S. lax-deductible 


