By Jerry- Filteau

Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The man who

introduced the first resolution to impeach * |

Richard Nixon said he does not think Pres-
ident Clinton should be impeached.

Jesuit Father Robert F. Drinan,. pmfeé ]

sor of law at Georgetown University, said,

“It's very dangerous to lower the barriers”

to removing an elected official from office.
In a telephone interview with Catholic

News Service, he said that “no one con- |

dones the conduct” cited as possible im-
peachment grounds in independent coun-

sel Kenneth Starr’s report to.the House of

Representatives.

But he said he did’ not regard the prest- B

dent’s conduct as presenting the kind of

“offense against the republic” that would 1k

call for impeachment.

As a Democratic congressman from"

Massachusetts, on July 31, 1973, Father

Drinan introduced the first resolution in .
the House calling for the lmpeachment of

President Nixon.
1t was a time,of almost daily new revela-
. tions in the Watergate scandal that a year
later forced Nixon to resign in disgrace,
but the reason for Father Drinan’s resolu-
tion was Nixon’s secret b()mbing of Cam-
-bodia without the requisite congressnonal
knowledge or clearance.

Father Drinan said his resolution dled .

in the House Judiciary Committee. | -
He said what Clinton said under oath

‘about his relations with Monica Lewinsky *

) may or may not be perjury. But even if i it
_is, is that impeachable?”
- When it was learned that Nixon had

cheated on his taxes and illegally back-dat- |

ed his tax returns, “we didn’t impeach’ hlm
for that,” he said. ~
He said it was: only when evndence
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ness.of those he has hurt.

mounted of “massive vnolatlons in the. Wa-

tergate cover-up that the movement to im-
peach began to gain the bipartisan sup-

 port: “We knew we were on solid ground

when. the Repubhcans onr the Judlcnary

- Committee began coming our way,”

He said there is need for a high consti-

 tutional standard so that impeachment

can't be used as a political tool to reverse

the will of the people. :
~- -“It boomerangs when i it becomes pam-,

san,” he said.

In a speech at Marquette Umverstty in

March 1974, five months before Nixon re-
sngned Father Drinan said, “Impeachment
is designed not to measure.the conduct of
public men by the yardstnck of criminal

ReutenlCNS

' At a Sept 11 breakfast with rellglous leaders, Pmldent CIInton acknowledged “|
-don't think there is a fancy way to say | have slnned . end asked for the forgive-

statute or a civil ordinance.”

He told the Marquette group impeach-
ment was developed as a means to punish
an abuse of official power or betrayal of
the public trust when “the abuse of power
is so detrimental to society that the re-
moval of the individual who has violated
his trust can be brought about by the peo-

. ple without all the formalities of due
. process which must be g'lven toa person ac-
«cused of a statutory crime.”

-Father Drinan, former law school dean
at Boston College, served in the House
from 1970 untl 1980. He returned to
teaching after the Vatican called on priests

 holding polmcal office to_leave those po-
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September is
German Month

" EUNCH SPECIALS
" German Toast
White Asparagus, Baked Ham and Melted Cheese

served over Toast

- Served with Egg, Onion and Red Cabbage  $7.95

'DINNER SPECIALS
Wiener Schnitzel -

"Batter Dipped, lightly breaded Veal served with a

_ Egg Noodles and Bean Salad $15. 95
Sauerbraten ‘
Marinated Beef served with: Red Cabbage and
Potato Pancakes $14.95

Lunch: T uesday-Fnday Dinner: Monday—Saturday

™

$6.95

BPIDRR

831 Fetmer Rd.. * 225-2500 -
Corner of Maiden lane, Down the road
from the Greece Marriott

1 ATTENTION.

GRANDPARENTS.

- Help your Grandchlldren

get an A*” )
.in saving for college.

‘ OPEN AN Enucmon IRA TODAY'

-«'Low minimums ~ $25 and up
« Tax free interest earned. -
* No maintenance fees or.commissions '

Call Pete Noto at

(716) 272-2393 today for details.
Helping clients be “right.on thé money” sirice 1986,

Securities oftered through the Essex Division of
McDonald & Co. Member NASD and SIPC
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" 352 EMPIRE BLVD., ROCHESTER, NY 14608
- 716-654-8358 « « SAVE - + DO IT YOURSELF!

«WeddngAcseeres  » Ribbons - ~ * Headpieces
+Instruction Books  + Cake Tops + Sik Flowers
'+ Bridal Bouguets’ + Favor Supplies:
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For that one special occasion you'll want per,’ecuon '

2279 Cli {ford Ave,
(near Cui

@T se Perfect Setting. .
'Il for the Perfect Wedding
Pockages itart at $44.95,

ver) (716) 482 1001'7 '

Choice dates still available in
1998 ond 1999 o
Viewyords * 2207 Trk Hill Road, Foirpor, NY'» (716) 2234210 -
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