
Jesuit discounts talk of impeachment 
By Jerry FUteau 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON (CNS) -The man who 
introduced the first resolution to impeach * 
Richard Nixon said he does not think Pres
ident Clinton should be impeached- . 

Jesuit Father Robert F. Drinan,. profes
sor of law at Georgetown University, said, 
"It's very dangerous to lower die barriers" 
to removing an elected official from office. 

In a telephone interview with Catholic 
News Service, he said that "no one con
dones the conduct" cited as possible im
peachment grounds in independent coun
sel Kenneth Starr's report to. the House of 
Representatives. 

But he said he did not regard the presi
dent's conduct as presenting; the kind of 
"offense against the republic" that would 
call for impeachment. 

As a Democratic congressman from 
Massachusetts, on July 31, 1973, Father 
Drinan introduced die first resolution in 
the House calling for the impeachment of 
President Nixon. 

It was a time, of almost daily new revela
tions in the Watergate scandal that a year 
later forced Nixon to resign in disgrace, 
but die reason for Father Drinan's resolu
tion was Nixon's secret bombing of Cam
bodia without the requisite congressional 
knowledge or clearance. 

Father Drinan said his resolution died 
in the House Judiciary Committee. 

He said what Clinton said under oath 
about his relations with Monica Lewinsky 
"may or may not be perjury. But even if it 
is, is that impeachable?" 

When it was learned that Nixon had 
cheated on his taxes and illegally back-dat
ed his tax returns, "we didn't impeach'him 
for that," he said. 

He said it was • only when evidence 
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Reutera/CNS 
At a Sept. 11 breakfast with religious leaders, President Clinton acknowledged " I 
don't think there is a fancy way to say I have sinned," and asked for the forgive
ness of those he has hurt 

mounted of "massive violations" in die. Wa
tergate cover-up diat die movement to im
peach began to gain the bipartisan sup
port: "We knew we were on solid ground 
when, the Republicans on- the Judiciary 
Committee began coming our way." 

He said diere is need for a high consti
tutional standard so that impeachment 
can't be used as a political tool to reverse 
the will of die people. 

"It boomerangs when it becomes parti
san," he said. 

In a speech at Marquette University in 
March 1974, five months before Nixon re
signed, Fadier Drinan said, "Impeachment 
is designed not to measure: the conduct of 
public men by die yardstick of criminal 

statute or a civil ordinance." 
He told die Marquette group impeach

ment was developed as a means to punish 
an abuse of official power or betrayal of 
die public trust when "die abuse of power 
is so detrimental to society that the re
moval of die individualwho has violated 
his trust can be brought about by die peo
ple without all the formalities of due 
process which must be given to a person ac
cused of a statutory crime." 

Fadier Drinan, former law school dean 
at Boston College, served in die House 
from 1970 until 1980. He returned to 
teaching after die Vatican called on priests 
holding political office to leave those po
sitions. 

Abortion ban 
veto decrieil 

Service 

*aWTtoj | lK^f tTS« ie*afo i tas 
-*MD ofthe Partatfimh Abojupji Ban 
Aafe as deserving of moralcgndcm-
nation as the actions that led to the 
current controversy over die Chnton 
presidency Cardinal John J O Con
nor of New York suggested m ao ad
dress to a medical doctors gathering 

The cardinal said he was "terribly 
distressed" diat Sen Joseph L Liebcr 
man D-Gonn who gained wide 
spread applause for addressing Clin
ton s situation widi former intern 
Monica Lewinsky in moral terms 
had supported partuuVbirth abortion 

"I wrote Senator Liebemun to tell 
him I snared in die popular applause 
for his Lounge in speaking about the 
morality of the situation and not die 
politics," die cardinal reported. 

He said Lieberman was "a won 
derful man in many respects" and 
hoped he would be re-elected But he 
said he went on to tell Lieberman he 
could not understand support for 
such a "heinous offense" against hu
man life as partial-birth abortion 

Cardinal O Connor made his re 
marks in an address Sept. 11 to ajoint 
gathering of the Cadiohc Medical As
sociation USA 

Taking note of public reaction to 
the allegations against Chnton he 
asked "Where was die country 
where was die world when die pres
ident vetoed the bill passed bv die 
Congress of die United States to ban 
partuLfemh abortion'" 

Every Life 

Is Worth 

loving and 

Remembering... 

Always. 
Memorial Mass is open to 

the public every 3rd 
Saturday of the month 

at 8:30am 

May through October at 

All Saints 
Mausoleum Chapel 

November through April at 

Air Souls Ghapel 

Immediately following Mass 
visitors are welcome to join 
our Bereavement Support 
Group, in the cemetery 

office building, 

A Coruuj Member of 
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Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 
2461 Lake Avenue. 

Rochester, NY 
716-458-4110 

www.holysepulchre.org 
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L U N C H SPECIALS 
German Toast 
White Asparagus, Baked Ham and Melted Cheese 
served over Toast $6.95 
Leberkacse 
Served with Egg, Onion and Red Cabbage $7.95 
D I N N E R SPECIALS 
Wiener Schnitzel 
Batter Dipped, lightly breaded Veal served with a 
Egg Noodles and Bean Salad $15.95 
Saueibraten 
Marinated Beef served with Red Cabbage and 
Potato Pancakes $14.95 

wnmmR 
831 Fetzner RxL • 225-2500 

Corner of Maiden lane, Down the road 
from the Greece Marriott 

Lunch: Tuesday-Friday ' Dinner: Monday-Saturday 
We have private accommodations for up to 50 people for parties and banquets. 

DAN'S 
CRAFTS & THINGS 

3 5 2 I M P I R E BLVD., ROCHESTER, NY 14609 
7164544388 'SAVE- DO IT YOURSELF! 

•Wxttntaaaies •Ribbons -Headpieces 
•Ins&ucfon Books -Cake Tops - S * Flows 
•Bridal Bouquets • Favot Supplies -Vting 

"Florist 
For that one special occasion you'll want perfection. 

2279 Clifford Ave. . - . , . An^ *~n* 
{near Quiver) (716)482-1001 

Perfect Setting... 
for the Perfect Wedding 

/ fbekoatt start at $44.95. 
/ [ M r CWeadaitfiUI-wa8obl.ii 
[J/*rrl IWotdltW 
t r Wntyonk « VD "Uk VM food, f awpon, NY »(714) 2HJ10 

„ ATTENTION 
GRANDPARENTS: 

i.,, i 
z. 

Help your Grandchildren 

get an f\ 
in saving for college. 

OPEN AN EDUCATION IRA TODAY! 
• Low minimums - $25 and up 
• Tax free interest earned. 
• No maintenance fees or commissions 

Call Pete Noto at 
(716) 272-2393 today for details. 

Helping clients be "right on ike money" since 1986. 
Securities ottered through the Essex Division ot 

McDonald & Co. Member NASD end SIPC 

OUR VISION IS YOUR VISION 
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• Complete Eye Exams 
Fittings Rx Glasses and Contacts 

• Consultative OpWhahiology 
• Specializing in Corneal, Cataract, 

Glaucoma Management & Surgery 
• PRK-LASER Vision Correction 

For Nearsightedness & Astigmatism 
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