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Staff writer 

When St. Mary's Church was founded 
in 1848, it was the first Catholic parish in 
Corning and served mostly. Irish immi­
grant railroad workers. 

Times have changed over the past 150 
years: The Corning area has grown to in­
clude four Catholic churches; the city's 
glass industry serves as a chief source of 
employment; and the neighborhood in 
which the parish is located is now more of 
a melting pot. 

Yet from it perch at 155 State St., St. 
Mary's remains a distinct feature in the 
section of Corning still known as "Irish 
Hill" or "Catholic Hill," according to Fa­
ther Michael Conboy. 

"It's still looked upon as the mother 
church, and the others are looked upon as 
the three daughters," said Father Conboy, 

. pastor of the Corning-Painted Post Roman 
Catholic Community since 1996. This 

Southern Tier cluster, formed in 1990, in­
cludes St. Mary's, St. Patrick's and St. Vin­
cent de Paul in Corning as well as Im­
maculate Heart of Mary in Painted Post. 

St. Mary's proud heritage will be noted 
this Sunday, Sept. 20, with a 150th-an-
niversary celebration. Bishop Matthew H. 
Clark will preside at the 9 a.m Mass that 
day, with a breakfast to follow. 

One of the celebration's highlights will 
be the presentation of a stained-glass win­
dow to the Rochester Sisters of Mercy, in 
thanksgiving for their many years of ser­
vice at St. Mary's and St. Vincent de Paul 
churches. 

The window depicts Mother Catherine 
McAuley, founder of the Sisters of Mercy. 
Members of the congregation served con­
tinuously in Corning from 1867 until last 
year,. Father Conboy observed. The win­
dow had been part of the convent located 
at St. Vincent de Paul Church. The con­
vent is currently being rented to Kinship 
Family and % u t h Services, Inc., a social 

Notice v *'* - " 
"Along the Way" d o e r not appear this week due to Bishop Matthew H. Clark's at­

tendance at meetings of theNadonal Conference of Catholic Bishops and the United 
States Catholic Conference in Washington, D.G. The column will return next week. 

Correction 
In the Sept 10 edition of the Cathofc Courier, a page 3 story headlined "Father 

Callan will serve temporality in Elmira" incorrectly stated that Mary Ramerman, 
pastoral-associate at Corpus ChrisU Church, Rochester, Held up a chalice during the 
consecration at a Sept- 6 Mass. Ramerman actually held up the chalice prior to the' 
consecration and before Communion was*distributed, We regrewhe error, "'•;_- •• 

service agency; 

St. Mary's current 
church building, which 

was dedicated in 1870, 
holds sentimental appeal 
for a great many wor­
shipers, noted Sister Joan 
Cawley, SSJ, moderator 
of St. Mary's, 

"People like to have 
their weddings at St. 
Mary's because it re­
minds them of the tradi­
tional Catholic church. 
People come in and say, 
'Ahhh, a real church,"* 
Sister Cawley remarked. 

Father Conboy added 
that St. Mary's is the site 
of the Coming-Painted 
Post cluster's annual East-

. e r Vigil liturgy. The 
mother church is also 
noted for its Miraculous 
Medal Novena, which will 
begin Oct. 5 this year and 
be held for nine consecu­
tive Mondays leading up 
to the feast of the Im­
maculate Conception. 

"The people come 
from all over for that," Pa-
ther Conboy said. 

The Miraculous Medal 
Novena was begun by Fa­
ther Thomas Brennan, a 
priest at St. Mary's for 43 years. Father 
Brennan was St. Mary's pastor from 1953 
until his 1975 retirement, and he contin­
ued to live at the church rectory until his 
death in 1996 at the age of 91 . 

Although he cannot attend the 150ti> 
anniversary jubilee, Father Robert Mc-
Namara, diocesan archivist, said that the 
jubilee holds special meaning for him. A 
native St. Mary's parishioner, Father Mc-
Namara wrote an extensive parish history, 

Rle Photo 

A Century of Grace, for St. Mary's centen­
nial celebration 50 years ago. 

Father McNamara, who now resides at 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church, Ironde-
quoit, said that more than 1,000 copies of 
A Century of Grace were printed. The book 
was the first of many parish histories that 
Father McNamara has written. 

"I sharpened my claws on that one. It 
took me over 10 years to do it," Fadier Mo 
Namara remarked. 
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We're 85% leased. Call us today! 
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ie French call it joie de vivre, or love of life. 

T h a t ability to approach lire joyfully and fully 

appreciate.all tha t each day has to offer. Every day, 

residents of Chapel O a k s , Rochester 's newest and 

finest rental retirement community, are finding the 

joy of retirement living. O n c e you ve experienced 

life a t Chapel Oaks , you may find yourself falling 

in love with the true joy of living all over again. 

« E-rall in love with the tradition of S t Ann ' s of 

" Greater Rochester, Inc., who tor 1 2 5 years 

nas provided senior adults with a truly fulfilling 

retirement lifestyle. T h e location of being perfectly 

situated on 14 beautiful, secluded acres of the 

S t Ann ' s campus and just minutes away from 

Rochester 's r inest shopping, entertainment and 

cultural activities. The independence to continue 

. an active lirestyle without routine maintenance ana 

tiresome daily chores. T h e value of a rental concept 

with no entrance fee, which makes Chapel O a k s 

Rochester 's m o s t affordable re t i rement living 

option: T h e convenience of exceptional services and 

amenit ies, and. the spacious o n e - and two-bedroom 

apar tment homes . Or , fall in love with the security 

and peace of mind tha t comes from having priority 

access to a full con t inuum of health care services : 

right on t h e S t A n n ' s campus. 

• f ^ e t i r e m e n t is your t ime to seize the day and 

' 7 enjoy life to its fullest; to experience your 

joie ae vivre. P l e a s e c a l l ( 7 1 6 ) 3 4 2 - 3 0 5 2 , 

for more information about Chapel Oaks 
o r t o a r r a n g e y o u r p e r s o n a l t o u r . O n c e 

y o u s e e all that w e n a v e t o o f fer , y o u m a y 

j u s t f i n d y o u r s e l f f a l l i n g i n l o v e w i t h t h e 

t r u e j o y o f l i v i n g a l l o v e r a g a i n ! 

A GROWING TRADITION. 

1550 Portland Avenue Rochester, NY 14621 

• • (716) 342-3052 

An affiliate of St. Ann s of Greater Rochester, Inc. 
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