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St. Mary’s in Cormng
to celebrate 15 Oth year

By Mike Latdna
Staff writer

When St. Méfy's Church was founded
in 1848, it was the first. Catholic parish in |

Corning and served mostly. Irish imimi-
grant railroad workers.

“Times have-changed over the past 150

ears: The Corning area has grown to in-

_clude four Catholic churches; the city’s -

glass industry serves as-a chief source of
employment; and the neighborhood in
‘which the parish is located is now more of
* a melting pot. o

Yet from it perch at 155 State St., St

Mary’s remains.a distinct feature in the '

section of Corning still known as “Irish
Hill” or “Catholic-Hill,” accordmg to Fa-
ther Michael Conboy.

“It’s still looked upon as the mother
church and the others are looked-upon as

the three.daughters,” said Father Conboy,

N pastor-of the Commg—Pamted Post Roman

Cathohc Community since 1996. This

1 S.oulhern Tieg cluster, formed in 1990, in-

cludes St- Mary’s, St. Patrick’s'and St. Vin-

" "cent de-Paul in Corning as well as Im-

maculate Heart of Mary in Painted Post.
St. Mary’s proud heritage will be noted

this Sunday, Sept. 20; with a 150th-an- .

niversary celebration. Bishop Matthew H.
Clark will'preside at the 9 a.m Mass that
day, with a breakfast to follow.

One of the celebration’s highlights will

be the presentation of a stained-glass win-

. dow to the Rochester Sisters of Mercy, in
thanksglvmg for their many years of ser- -
vice at St. Mary’s and St. Vincent de Paul -

churches.
The window depicts Mother Catherme

- ,McAuIey, founder of the Sisters of Mercy.

Members of the congregation served con-
tinuously inr Corning from 1867 until last
year, Father Conboy obsérved. The win-

_ dow had been part of the convent located -
- at.St. Vincent de Paul Church. The con-

vent is currently being rented to Kinship
Family and. Youth Services, Inc., a social
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St. Mary’s * current
church building, which
was dedicated in 1870,
" holds sentimental appeal -
for a great many wor-

Cawley, SSJ, moderator
of St. Mary’s. '
“People like to have
. théir weddings at St
Mary’s because it re-
minds them of the tradi-
tional Catholic church. .
People come in and say,
‘Ahhh, a real church,’”™
Sister Cawley remarked.
-Father Conboy added
that St. Mary’s is the site
of the Corning-Painted
Post cluster’s annual East-

mother church is also
noted for its. Miraculous
Medal Novena, which will
. begin Oct. 5 this year and
be held for nine consecu- §
tive Mondays leadmg up
to the feast of the Im-
maculate Conception.

“The people. come B

- from all over for that,” Fa-
ther Conboy said.

The Miraculous Medal
Novena was begun by Fa-
ther Thomas Brennan, a
priest at St. Mary's for 43 years. Father
Brennan was St. Mary’s pastor from 1953

until his 1975 retirement, and he contin- - :

ued to live at the church rectory until his
death'in 1996 at the age of 91.

Although he cannot attend the 150th-

anniversary jubilee, Father Robert Mc-
Namara, diocesan archivist, said that the
jubilee holds special meaning for him. A
native St. Mary’s parishioner, Father Mc-

Namara wrote an extensive parish history, -

le Value”
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' '_ A Century of Grace, for St. Mary’s‘centén-
- -nial celebration 50 years ago.

. Father McNamara, who now resides at
St. Thomas the Apostle Church, Ironde-

quoit, said that more than 1,000 copies of *

A Century of Grace were printed. The book

* was the first of many pansh histories that

Father McNamara has-written.
“I sharpened my claws on that one. It

| took me over 10 years to doit,” Father Mc-
: Namara remarked. -
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7Ee French call it joie de vr'vré, or love of life. -
That ability.to apprOach life ioyfuuy and fuﬂy
appreciate,all that each day has to offer. Every day,
residents of Chapel Oaks, Rochester’s newest and

finest rental retirement commiunity, are finding the

joy of retirement living. Once you've experier'lcetl_
life at Chapel Oaks, you may find yourself f’alling
in love w1t1'1 the true joy'of living all over again.

- all in love with the tradition o_f St. Ann’s of
‘Greater Roc}le'st'er, Inc,, Awlﬁo»for,125 years

vljas provided senior adults‘-witb a truly fulfilling A
_ feﬁrémenf }i{estyle. The ]ocaﬁqn of ljeihg pet{ectly ‘

sihjé’recl_ on 14 ]:)eauﬁ{;u], secluded acres of the

St. Ann'’s campus and just minutes away from
Rochesferts finest slloppi-ng, entertainment and
cultural activities. The independence to continue

.an active lifesty’le without -routi_ne maintenance and’

- tiresome daily chores. The value of a rental concept

Wltl'l no enh‘ance {ee, Wl'llch ma}zes Cl’lapel Oaks
Rochester's most affordable retirement lwmg

. ophon: Theconv‘emenceo{ exceptlonal services and

amenities, and the spacious one- and two-bedroom

apartment homes. Or, fall in ]e)ve'wit}) the securl'ty.

and peace bf mind that comes from having prioﬁty
access to a full conhnuum of health care services -

right on the St. Ann's carmpus.

etirement is your time to seize thejday and
' enjoy life to its fullest; to experience your
“joie de.vivre” Please cal‘l‘(7’1()) 342-3052,

for more in_for'mation about Chape] Oaks

_or to afrange your personal tour. Once °

you see all that we have to o{'[ér, you may
just find yourself fallmg n love with the

true joy of ]1v1ng all over ag’aln'

A GROWING TRADITION.

1550 Portland Avenue Rochester, NY 14621 -
o (716) 342-3052
An afﬁ']fate af St Ann 5 of Greater Raclzester, Inc
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