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Parlsh mlmstrles set welcomlng tone

othmg about startmg a:gay -

::‘ogl and lesbian group at St.
time. Mary s Church in 1990 seemed.
o easy — even posting the schedule
of its meetings, according to
Mary Lou Wenthe. _ -
."-“In the beginning, every group
. was on a sign-up board. We were
- afraid to put up our notlce, re-
called Wenthe, one the first co-
ordinators of St. Mary s Connec-
“tion. “Just to step-up in’ the
" Commons Room for our first _
meetmg, just to come to that
meeting was frightening. They
- weren't sure Father Jim (Lawlor,
pastor at that time) would be
there. They drdn’t reahze how
“'supportive he was.”
. Anyone in the church wearing '. :
- clerical garb seemed a threat, she
said. “Where did I get this idea?
- Because of the negative atmos-
" phere:around it.” - : : 5 : - - :
Youth The fact that Bishop Matthew ' Father Raymond Fieming of the Roman Catholic Community of the 19th Ward' co-ooordinates a ministry group tor gay
at the . Hi. Clark had met with her and = and lesbian Catholics and thelr friends and families. Such groups oiten provide parents and famiiiesopportunities to
10ime. , share tholr ooncems and feelings. -
: others at St. Mary’s before that : o - _
, meeting, to listen and to talk about the church’s statements on homosexualrty, ‘ . O
€ peo- , meant a great deal, she said. It also meant a great deal when an interested pansh- T ' ' 4+ o i
ﬁey'ing, joner, Owen Crumb, began to wander i into the meetings after choir rehearsals. b Cattet e S - o
;)f the Everyday parishioners doni often go to the meetings, although they are wel- s onTb‘:;lg?‘;‘f"thceg‘l‘zcsgsz‘zsf l‘:)“c::;;‘gs?g:;‘;ﬁ:’“}:‘;t‘A‘;:;;:
rate in come, Crumb agreed. - ; _ Our Children: A Pastoral'Message to Parents of
atkind “In general we do not have people commg m saymg, ‘Teach me. more about o Children and Suggestions for Pastoral Ministers;;
»u can ' this,” hesaid. . . - ' point for parishes considering some:type
R and lesbian people-andt milies.” .
Jenny . Crumbsaid the meetmgs helped him to gam understandmg for his son Charles “Doing just that muchwil
phone who had told his parents he was gay and who for a while wasn’t seeing his parents. . - open their hearts a lid
'ig;l?; Crumb recalls feeling at home the first time he attended one of the meetings. L g‘:"“lm :me;:,ﬁa;?t g
ork.’ '] realized instantly how little I really knew about homosexuahty and the peo- . Mary Ellen Lopata of the min
oat as _ pleinvolved,” he said. “I knew absolutely nothing about the (Catholic) church’s re te::l: ﬁommen;nlfl} ::::!eylfi
kg':r’]?: _ latmnshlp at that time. I assumed, like everybody, it was verboten.” V " incude: arriage
' Corpus Christi started a similar rmmstry in 1992. jlm Bridges, one of the min- . e lBl:::]ivanlable t(a)l parents:a
: l;:g;/, . _ istry’s coordinators, said one of its most popular events was an educatmnal series : ,for.a w:lfaz’;';;’m a5 )
25 be- that it and the parish sponsored a couple of years ago. . . nity and seek outshose.on'the;
sut o " “Hundreds came. Oh, it was amazmg, Bndges said. They heard from gay ' _ condemning; Strive first 10713 ‘
- Catholics, as well as St. Bemard s Insutute faculty, and were invited to ask any .~ mosexual Pe”’"""f”‘“" i
i‘gﬁll’! questions. _ : '
o “Itwasa forum where it wasn’t all progay, a platform to sell somethmg It was, -
rait un- B “If you have doubts come here and ask quesnons Basxcally, any posmon wasre- . , \ ,
-ipline spected any question was respected.” - - - dividualsor therr pi\fents and family members. - o
| don't - These two ministries, at Corpus and St. Mary 8, along w1th anewonein the Ro-~ - and il m : b;mh:m promote support S"’UPS for Panems
sither,” o man Cathohc Commumty of the 19th Ward, are apparently the diocese’sonlyon- . y mem P o : -
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