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ra/Chg : * Most Precious Blood Church, Bernadine | § Jim Shepard, Evelyn’s fa- | The pastor of. H()ly Rosary C hurch Fa
W. Ol.lt Gordon led a successful fightagainst the | [ ther, Gordonled a drive | ther Lawrence V. Murphy, helped Gor- -
Mlch . . proposed strip club, which would have | § in her nelghbmhood to | doi with her work against the club. Holy
oby ” .been located at the corner of Mount Read é gather signatures on pe- | Rosary is located several blocks down the
i Boulevard and Lexington Avenue, only g - titions.  epposing the | street from where-the club would have
use he one block from her house. She spoke ‘ club. More than 300 peo- | been located. The priest said he was im-
o ' about her battle against the club during | H4 ple signed, and more | pressed by how quickly Gordon and her
us)t]’lg:z ‘an interview with the Catholic Courier on . | . . than 120 supporters — | supporters drummed up opposmon to
, Thursday morning, Sept. 3. — . including members of | the club. o
: Gordon learned of the club when she Greg FranCIs/Staff photographer neighborin Catholic " “Ithink she is a good rieighbor and

he has and a few other residents received-notices Most Precious B|00d panshloner Bernadine Gordon gets - anngroleslg t h hés | she did vi i : ettin tg elhe‘r"what
n they - ] : asignature from the Rev. Samuel Wheatley on Planet St., - "¢ * fit churenes ) she i very well in getiing Log :
Lo July 21 from the Rochester Planning g PSR ; . 2 - — showed up with Gor- | needed to be done,” Father Murphy said.
lied in C .o . - Rochester July 22 on a petition-opposing the opening of - L )

Commission informing them that Edward trip club in their neighborhood. Rev, Wheatl don at the planning com- Since the battle ended, Gordon has re-
. Geska and Ronald Zavaglia wamed to a strip club in their neighborhood. Rev. Wheatley is pas- mission’s meeting on the | turned to her normal routine, which in-
idence tor of Cavalry Spiritual Church. Gordon’s efforts against : e el

open Centerfolds at 1485 Mount Read - club on Aug. 3. - cludes gardening, reading, cross-stitching
s filled , .| theclub succeeded : P . .
e figs. - - ' Blvd. in a mixed manufacturing and resi- - Gordon noted that at and spending time with her grandchil-
o &5 -dential neighborhood. : n’tknow of anyone else who would { get in- | leastone pohuuan had told her shewould | dren. Gordon said she has lived in the
some-: Gordon, who had never been mvolved -{ volved.” 1 probably lose the battie agamst the strip Most Precious Blood neighborhood all
> “Th in a public political fight before, dec1ded | Part of her desire to flght thestripclub | club. However, at the commission meet- | her life and will continue to work to de-
' iti c i she had to act when she read the notice, | carne from her faith, said Gordon, who al- - ing, Gordon cited a section -of the city s, | fend itfrom thoese she thinks may bring it
(();S' :ivf A “I said to my:husband, ‘I shouldn’t be | so serves as the president of her parish’s | zoning laws thal directed the commission | down, like the strip club owners.
dORe- - ""X . getting involved in things like this,” she *| Sacred Heart League. As a Catholic and .| to take into account whether such a club “I’s a goed- neighborhood, and we
ato.you e recalled “(But) I felt ifIdidn’ tdo i, Idid- | a daily communicant, she sald she knew would conmbule to an area’s “general | wanted to keep it that way,” she said.
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' ROCHESTER Bernadme Gordon,

Shepard, asked what a strip club was.”

" “Oh Grandma, that’s terrible!,” she re-
membered Evelyn tellinig her after receiv-
ing an explanation.

thing when her husband, Ralph, ex-

‘term “gentlemen’s club." Gordon first saw
the term after she received a noticé from
the City of Rochester in July that just such

nelghborhood

“Gentlemen’s clubs,”
sald as he recalled her quesuon “There
ain't a gentleman in them.”

Walkmg distance from the largest mall
‘east of the Mississippi, plus
churches, restaurants, a
_senior center, doctors; a

72, recalled the day this summer when )
her 7-year-old granddaughter, Evelyn .

Gordon thought preity much the same_ |

plained exactly what was meant by the -

a club had been proposed to open in her

Ralph G()rdon -,A

A lector.and eucharistie minister at’
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<. GEN-CAP investors have

she had to do something
about it.

“Rosary Church, whose
‘parishioners who had
- successfully stopped a
similar club from open-
. ing in their neighbor:

hood in 1995, to get ad-
" vice.She was referred to
Interfaith Action, a com-

‘don also spoke up
against the club at Mass-
.es at her chuxch the

July 926,
With the hclp of such
people as her son-in-law,

Gordon called Holy-

muhity-based advocacy’
group that gave her tips .
on how to organize op-.
position to the club: Gor-’

- weekend of July. 25 and'

welfare.”

Gordonssaid at the commission’s meet-
ing: “In any area-wheré these strip clubs
are opened, the neighborhood deterio-

- rates, crime, drugs, prostitution and vio-

lence move in, and another part of the
“city is destr oyLd Are you ready to destroy
our area?®”

Gordon and her supporlels got their
answer two_days later when Geska and
/ avaglia withdrew their application.

“I was ecstatic,” she said. She addui
that the victor y was all the sweeter be-

" cause she had been told she would pr ob
ably lose.

Gordon’s work against the club éarned
her kudos from her nej ghbox and llll(m

. pdllshl()nm Jean Arioli.

“She's a. g()()d leader,” Arioli s‘ud of her
friend. “She just seemed very, very deter-
mined lhis time that things would be the
right way.”
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