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' Football fanatic works

o document great era

By Rob Cullivan
Staff writer

ROCHESTER — Ted Mooney may be
one of the few peopl_e to ever take dance
lessons and still be called “Tank.” . |

Mooney, a 1950 . graduate: of
Rochester's Aquinas Institute, remem-
bered that he took a lot of ribbing from
his teammates on the school’s football
team the first day he practiced because

- he had to-leave early for dance lessons.. |

“They laughed me off the field,”
Mooney recalled.

But his teammates’ faughing quickly
ceased when legendary Aquinas football
coach Harry Wright spoke up in
Mooncy’s defense.

“In order'to become hght on my feet, I

went to dance schookmyself,” Mooney re- -

‘membered Wright ielling the players.
That was just one of several stories 70

_former Aquinas players shared with each

other at areunion in the school on Thurs-
day afterneon, Aug. 20. The former play-

ers talked, ate barbecued chicken, and .

pored over old photos, news clippings and
film footage available at the reunion.

“The reunion was. organized by Howie -

Nielsen, whose son, Brian, an Aquinas

sophomore, currently plays- for. the -

-school's junior varsity football team.
‘Although players from several different
-years showed up for the reunion, Nielsen

said he organized it to particularly honor
- Aquinas football players from the years
1946 to 1951 when the team was a na- -

_tionally known powerhouse. :
Nielsen, who owns Chester Cab Pizza

. on Park Avenue, has turned his shop’s of-

fice into a small-scale Aqumas football his-
torical archive -on that- six-year era.

~Nielsen is currently reséarching those

years for a potential TV video documen-
tary, he said, noting that he has no release
date yet planned. :

Nielsen pointed out that. from 1946 to
1951, Aquinas consciously sought-out the

best players both within Rochester and

from around the country in order te field
a nationally powerful team.
“(The administrators) saw football as a

- way to make some money and get expo- 7

sure for the school,” he said. “It was right

after World War I1. People were looking

-for things to do, and high school football .
took front stage at Aquinas for six years.”

The school’s administrators brought in

‘Wright, who had learned his coaching

skills while playing for Frank Leahy, the

: ﬁf\;ch of the Fighting Irish at the Univer-

of Notre Dame. Wright was succeed-
ed in 1949 by Harry “Mickey” Connolly,

- a Boston College graduate who had also - |
- played for Leahy when he coached at

Boston.

Wright and Connolly fielded teams
that competed against the best hlgh
school and preparatory school teams in
the nation, .posting a 36-6-2 recerd over

six years. Games. regularly drew more -
than 20,000 fans, and one game, Thanks- -
. giving Day, 1948, drew more than 23,000.

Followers of Aquinas football general-

" ly rate the 1950 team the best of all. That

team alone contained five future college
All-Americans, including Don Holleder,
who played at West Point, became an
Army major and was killed in 1967 in the
Vietnam War. Aquinas.renamed its now-

defunct football stadium in his honor.

John Palermo wrote about the Aquinas
glory years in an extensive 1978 article for
the Rochester Democrat and Chronicle’s Up-
state magazine. In an interview with: the
Catholic  Courier, Palérmo- credited
Aquinas’ coaching staff for its ablllty to
dominate teams throughout the nation.

“They had at least college-level if not
professnonal—quallty coaching,” Palermo

said. He added that Aquinas produced 97

Division I college players in six years, sev:
eral of whom later played profess:onally
"Jack Landry, a 1947 graduate of

Aquinas, echoed Palermo’s comments -

during a phone interview with the Couri-

| er from his home in Rochester Hills, Mich. .
* Landry later. played both for Notre Dame

and briefly. for the NFL’s Clncago Cardi-
nals.

He said Coach Wrnght, in particular,
stressed extensive pre:season condition-
ing as well as innovative field formations

that were more advanced than what many

A college and even: professnonal coaches

|. ing from the national scene when the-

. what it was like to play on a nationally.

, GMFMSMWW
Above, Aqulnas institute parent Howie Nieisen displays some. of the scrap-
books, old game films and other memorabilia he has collected for a documen- -
tary about Aquinas football. Nielsen’s son Brian, a sophomore at the school, is
-a member of Aquinas’ junior varsity football squad. Below right, Aquinas senlor A
Mlko Rossl looks over scrap books after football practlu durlng a reunlon of for-
mer football playors at Aqulnas cafeteria Aug. 20

were using.
“I think that's what excited people -

Aquinas moving the ball,” Landry re-
called. ’

He added that Coach anht was a -
great motivator.

~ “He wasn't a screamer, and he never
used any bad language, Landry remem-
bered. -

Aquinas football eventually began fad-

'school’s officials publicly declared in De-
cember 1951 that they had decided to.de-
emphasize football at the-school. Hence,
only a'small group of former players like |
Landry will ever be able to remember

known high school team.

- “I think it teaches you work ethics,” he
said of playing on the disciplined, high-
caliber squad. “Anything you feel you
want is worth working for.”
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‘-Help Wanted

71 6-475-1 272.

~ Help Wanted

BUSINESS ADMIN of Mercy °

Prayer Center/PT pos. (12 mos,
30.hrs wkly). Accounting/book-
keeping,. &"écros'oﬂ Office,
Quicken, ex|

Send resume to Sr. Jody, 65
Hfghland Ave., Rochester NY

rience required. .

Houses Heatlng & Palntlng i
_ , _ Air Conditioning & Wallcoverlng
" Home for Sale | ' [ficks Home Heating
Call us for Winter Comfort!
. Robehyos'toer’ws?ﬁ::dly - Heat &f Air Condmonfmg
South Clinton/Goodman area. Specialists |
Three bedrooms, spacious * Sales - Service - Instaliation)
mm'dnmm' FBMW@W N B
den and eat-in kitchen. 4244848
‘Must sell, asking $39,900. -
(716) 244-7740 ~ .
X : ome Improvement
- P Roofing Siding _
CARPENTRY: Handyman ser- . & Guttefs

CQlllng Repair

vice. Will do .odd- jobs. No job ~

too .small. Call Ken
716-247-8785. :

Mlscellanoous
ADOPTIONS The Catholic
Courier does not publish adop- Gifts Pmeomng B Arrow lntmﬁoml .
mt:n advertising. To obtain a list Da“(‘3Emry (;lerk {1 - Statesman :
of agencies that serve birth .. positions p ‘BINGO TEM |
mothers and adoplive parents, .’ Full Time Temporary g%lonnﬂmmivgm
call 716-328-4340. Agencies October 19, 1998 thru e Haahboar i
wishing to be included on this |  December 31, 1998 to provide anc st triple- .
- list may.send information tothe | data entry. support processing upright stand. System key
Catholic Courier. . ThanksGiving Appeal - pad programming reference
pledges/gifts: sort mail; pledges - gulde-avellable. :
Card qf Thanks and gifts; batch/count entries; | St. Michael's Church
“run totals and pack for storage; | 315-331-6753.
TO THANK BLESSED VIRGlN | filing. Level 1 - $7.25 per hour, - 401 South Main, Newark NY 14523
MARY for -fdavor received ‘Level I1 - $7.75 per hour, HS PRICE.NEGOTIABLE -
regarding healith. JMP . diploma/equiv.;-demonstrated -
g e . data entry/office equipment . .
- Counseling - ‘experience; attention to detail. ™
: 3 " Resumes by 9/23/98 to: Wanted to Buy
PROFESSIONAL COUNSEL- - * Barbara Pedeville ™ -
_ING: with a faith perspective. - Diokese of Rochester Furniture, Trunks, Clocks,
"Martin Lynch - MA, M. DIV Call 1150 Buffalo Road Sterling and China, Linens.

Wanted: complete estates and

TEXTUREDISWlHLED CElL- -
INGS 9" x 12 ceiling only $59.
Water Damage, drywall, plaster.

MASONRY REPAIR: brick -

steps, sidewalks, basements,

patchwork. Reasonable, 35 -

yrs. exp. etc. 716-323-1007. Al
Meyvis, Sr. .

Movlng & Haullng

Rochester; NY 14624 | householis. Sell to me forcashor] |~ * repairs. Quality work; reason-
. —ee will conduct a sale for you. able prices. 716-392-5076.
Help Wanted - Part s Antipues
Time 7166 47_2 480 Financial Services
DANCE - INSTRUCTOR: MORTGAGES |
‘geeded‘ to’ taachapa?t time. * Purchase * Refinance |
eginner-intermediate tap, . . .

ballet, jazz. Please call Riverview Mortgage Corp.|
Dena/American Dance . RV Banking Demarmon " [
-Academy for more informa- Lowns arranged through third pasty fenders |
hon 716-247-4345, (716)424-2040‘ :

'K-D Moving & g |;E :
Storage, Inc. ’
Expermme,m omce. -

lmmehddmovimand

or Small, We do them All.’
i%-sslo/uuas'z
23 Arlington St Rnu:heuer NY 14607
NYDOT#965

ROOFING & SIDING CO-
Established 1912
GemgeR. Bouman, Sr.

+ Roof Repaifs - .

. Replxafhlwm
« Scemiess Ahmminum Gutters «
* Gutter Cleaning + Iee Problerits -

671-3270 Py
671-2012 [ilsg=
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