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Dialogues
- Continued from page 1 _
" Lutherans come to-a consensus on some

beliefs concerning the relationship of

* faith and good works. .

July ‘meetings’ among- the Pontifical

- Council for Promoting Christian Unity and
" leaders of a number of Pentecostal church- |

es resulted in “Evangelization, Proselytism
and Common Witness,” a report calling
both faith traditions to stop proselytizing
each other’s members and to avoid mis-
representing other church’s teachings. -

“The joint declaration is really a state-

. ment that will be authoritative for the -

church,” he said.

. Although Catholics and Lutherans still
have a number of issues to be resolved,
Brother Gros cautioned, the agreement is
“a necessary stage before we can move for-
ward to full Eucharistic communion.”

. The agreement deals with the doctrine -
of justification, which means that God for-

gives people and saves them by their faith.
The issue was one of the key points thatled
Martin Luther to break with the Catholic
Chirch in the 15th century.

_ Catholics emphasize that God's grace

‘transforms a person so thathe or sheis able |

to do good works by the power of grace,

“Brother Gros noted. Baptism frees people

from slavery to sin, and confers an assur-

- ance of salvation that grows as the baptized

cooperate with God’s grace through their

" response of faith and good works,

But Lutherans teach that human beings
remain both sinful and saved after baptISm,
and that nothing they do can “earn” them

. God's grace, mcludlng good works. Thus

. they consider grace an outright gift.
) In essence, Brother Gros said,; “The em-

phasis on the Catholic. part was. good

- works. The emphasis on the Lutheran was.

on grace.”
The new agreement says both faith com-

munities “hold the conviciion that Jusuﬁ- :
. cation is the work of the triune God.”

“Together we'confess: By grace alone, in

faith in Christ’s saving work and not be-,

cause of any'merit on our part, we are ac:
cepted by God and receive the Holy Spirit,
who renews our hearts while eqmppmg and

- . calling us to good works,” it says.”

The statement says Catholics and Luther-
ans “share a consensus on basic truths of
the doctrine of justification” and remain-

ing differences “are no longer.the occasion

for doctrinal condemnations.”
The Rev. Pamela Hunter, pastor -of

B Rochester Lutheran Church of Peace, pas-

toral associate of the Lutheran Church of
the Incar nate Word and ecumemcal min-
ister for the Rochester area synod of the

Evangelical Lutheran Church, applauded .

the agreement, with some reservations.’
She noted that the Vatican, while agree-

ing to the document in’ prmcxple had

- voiced concerns about passages in it con-

cerning such issues as human beings’ sinful

- ‘condition and .what produces good works.

Still, Rev. Hunter noted, the agreement

" and the needed follow-up work will benefit »
_ both Catholics and Lutherans. :
“The very process of working things out .

..-leads to a deeper understandmg, and T

. hke that,” she said. "
Brother Gros * predicted that the
- Catholic-Pentecostal report will likewise

help to promote “mutual understanding.”
“There have been historically, great ten-.

" sions between Catholics and Pentecostals

about proselynzmg, Brothier Gros.noted.

‘Inthe report, Catholics and Pentecostals )

affirm “that there is only one Name where-
by we can bé saved.” But they acknowledge

- that their churches diverge over the exis-
tence and/or meaning of salvific elements

found in non-Christian-religions.” -

Practical frults

" In Ut Unum Sint, Pope john Paul IT ex- -

pressed the desire that the-coming millen- ~

nium would help to spur even greater- ef-
" forts to promote “full visible unity.” _
. “As the church turns her gaze to the new

mlliennnhm Ashe zrsks the Spirrt for the

grace to strengthen her own unity and to

make it grow toward full communion thh_

other Christians,” he wrote. . :
'How sodrisuch unity is possrble remains

~ to be seen. But the pope’s encyclical did

‘note that in.the 30 years since Vatican Il ec-.
umenical efforts have proliferated in siuch
areas as.social ministry, shared prayer-and
ecumenical translations of the Bible,

The value of the recent agreements is

 that they help to draw attention to this &c--

umenical proliferation, Brother Gros said.

~ “So much ecumenical stuff is gomg on. .
that it's almost taken for gramed Brother :
‘Brother Gros cited the agreement with |- '
the Lutherans as the more significant.

‘Gros cominented.

Mickey Christiansen has’ seen the fruits-
- of such cooperation in Penn Yan. A mem- §-
- ber of St. Michael's Church, she represents -

the Catholic Church on the Penn Yan

“Council of VC‘hurches, while her ‘husband,
Dave, represents area Lutherans. She is al- -

so a member of diocesan Commission for

_ Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs.

Chnsnansen noted that ecumenical ef:

forts in her community include the Once
Again Shop, which supplies used clothes -

and household goods for people in finan-
cial straits; “transportation of seniors to
church services on Sundays, anda cooper-
ative jail-ministry p

These efforts have prompted greater

mutual acceptance, she said.

She noted; for example, a conversation
she overheard taking place among a group’
of women from different denommauons

_ working together on a project. N}
“They never thought they’d see the day

when they'd be sitting in a basement of a

church doing a project. with people from*-
~ other churches, and actually enjoymg it,”
~ she reported them saymg

‘"The future

"Like the pope, Deacon McNulty is look-
ing forward to some form of unity.

“We cannot predict what the church of -

2050, 2075 is.going 1o look like,” he said..
“One goal is of course, some kind of umty
in Christ that we can accept together.”

But, he cautioned, umty does not neces-

- sarily mean- “uniformity in Christ.”

Christiansen pointed. ouit that “Unity

- does not necessarily mean being homoge- C s
nized. Each of us could keep the important - -
things of our own tradmons, but work to- .

gether in common areas.”
Deacon McNulty said that the next hur-
dles are the natures of papal authority and.

“authority in the church in general.

Talks about authority are already under-
way. The most recent manifestation-of that

discussion-is “The Gift of Authority,” a pa- - * |

per developed at an Aug..25-Sept. 3-meet-

ing of the Anglican-Roman Catholic Inter- -

national Commission outside of Rome.

The report — which is not expected to be re-. -

leased until 1999 — discusses basic ideas

about authority, but did not address such .
| related issues as-the ordination of women. . -

In general, Deacon McNulty.added, even’
the current dialogues are slowed by the is-
sue of decision-making authority: The
Catholic Church has a central authority in
the Vatican, whereas the Protestant de-
nominations. must deal with a myriad of

! separate and national bodies.

‘As part of the quest to continue dia-
logue, Rochester will host the National
Workshop for Christian Unity next May 2 3
6. The proJected program includes dlscus

sion of such topics as full communion, re--
' pentance, religious dwersuy, racism and

the global economy.

Although the workshops are mtended - |
for ecumenical officers, they are “opento -
-anyone to raise awareness of écumenical -
progress, ecumenical programs,” Déacon -

McNulty emphasnzed
Even if the various churches eventually

" resolve their differences and grow closer,
"Rev. Hunter said she would not like to see

full “organic unity.”
“I think it is a good thmg that we have
more than one Christian body talking

“about and discussing the.Scriptures and

finding ways to live out the Christian life,”
she said. “What happens is that we correct

'each other
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Unny Hedlth System has the larg,est Primary Care Network

in the area. Our doctors are supported by hundreds of

'speuallsts and high-level health care professionals,

convenlemly located 1o help you achieve a healrhv

’ '_balance of body mind, and spirit.

“My doctor is positive;
compassionate, and
sensitive...and she
doesn’t harp on

- me. Instead, she
encourages me

" to make healthy

. . choices. | just fove
\ her. And my family
N feels comfortable
© with her, too.”

, JoanSinger

patient of Spencerpor‘t'Farhil,y-Medfcine
‘ 377 South Union Street

Sound like the kind of health care you want?
Experience it yourself. Come to one of our Primary

~ Care practices for a free “get to know us” visit and-

receive a free pocket first aid Kit! You'll meet health

care providers you'll soon be calling friends. Call

225-5400 todayv for the physician office nearest you.
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