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. One of the happy events on last week’s

calendar was an evening celebrating the
- opening ofa new academic year at St. Ber-

nard’s Institute. We celebrated Eucharistic -

Liturgy, always a beautiful experience with . -

the community at the Institute. Following
_the liturgy we enjoyed a lelsurely plcmc sup-
“per together.

Wednesday night of this week I will be in-
Albany for another St. Bernard’s Institute
event. This time we will gather to celebrate
the 10th anniversary of St: Bernard’s pres-
ence in our sister diocese to the east. That
agreement has-been a good orie for both the
Diocese of Albany and St. Bemard s
Institute.

: Iam very happy to be a part of
- Wednesday's program. Thie organizers have
invited Howard Hubbard, Bishop of Albany,
and-me to reflect together on the church
and ministry today. The format will be an-

* informal one driven by the questions and - .

_ interests of those who choose to gather with
us. I do believe there will be a moderator for
- the program.
I'find it attractive that the program does
“not include formal presentations. Bishop
Hubbard and [ will have ample ‘time to make
our comments, I am sure, but those will be

_ordered t6 responding to issues of parUCular ’

interest to the audience. :

" Late last week I had the joy of hostmg
Howard during a brief personal visit. We
chatted about many issues during:those

- hours together. Some parts of our. conversa- .

- tion had to do specifically with Wednesday’s

even,ts in Albany. If my guess is right, many
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other portions of our interchange will be
touched upon by those who share the mght
withus. -

From what I have written here, I am sure
you understand that we spent a lot of time
reflecting on the church and our mmlstry
within the commumty as we have experi-
enced both since becoming seminary friends

- over 40 years ago.

. We, of our generauon WCI'C in our late
teens through our early 20s when the massive

-shift in our culture occurred in the late *50s
. and early ’60s. It would have been hard to

nnagme in 1955 what the world was to be like
in 1970. If you were not around in those days

and are interested in the shifts to which I

refer, ask someone who was. It is quite a story.
At least it was for us who went through it.
Within those years of radical change came
equally remarkable changes in our church.
Vatican Council II began in my fourth and
Howard’s third year of theological studies.
That four-year event marked a shift — unpar-
alleled since the Council of Trent — in the
church’s self -understanding and its under-

standings of the world in which it is.

immersed. On the head of those shifts in
understandmg, the pastoral practice of the
church has changed in very significant ways.
So you might well guess most of us who -
were ordained in the early"60s developed a -
deep commitment to the insights that were
crystallized during Vatican Council II, and to
the forms that flowed from them. In my
opinion they have been God-sent. I expect
that in saying so, I speak for the vast majori-
ty of those who were ordained priests in that
era. We know the church for what it was like

~ before, and we loved it. But we fell more =
.deeply in love with the reality of a renewing
church and the new possibilities that opened "

for all of us.
Now it is the “90s. The work still goes on.
Howard and I are no longer in our 20s. His

next birthday will put us both in our 60s. He N \

is in his 22nd year of service as a bishop i in
the church. I am in my 20th. We have seen
wonderful things happen in the church:

"because of the renewal brought about by -

Vatican Council II. And we’ve been around ‘
long enough to know that the sacrificial

- efforts so many have made have been . .

touched by the power of the Holy Spirit.

We all know that progress is seldom linear .

and uninterrupted. We take steps ahead but
there is also regression. We can get stuck.
We can hurt one another.-But occasions like
the 10th anniversary of St. Bernard’s in
Albany allows a special moment to look at -
things in perspective, to reflect on growth

- and, above all, to place it all once again-in

the hands of the Holy Spirit.

Peace to all.
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Offering courses for unretlred mmds

-TheltalnanRenassance Rome

These non-credit courses begin the week of September 21.
All classes meet during the day on.the Nazareth College campus..

Other noncredrt caurses are available.

A brochure and hail—ln.regisu-ation form may be-obtained by visiting or ealling .
- the Office of Continuing Education at (716) 389-2050...

| ‘Q}\ Nazareth College

4245 East Avenus » Aochester, NY 14618-3790

. Bed &
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- Guide

1865 White Birch
. Bed & Breakfast
Experience it all at the White Birch
Kathy Donahue
69 East First Street » Corning
' (607) 962-6355

A Waterfront Bed & Breakfast at
Bonnie Castle Farm
Call for our free brochure
- Eric’ Pendleton
6603 Bonnie Castle Road - Wolcott
(800) 537-4006 Fax (315) 5874003

* Merritt Hill Manor
Bed & Breakfast .

- A Country Estate with panoramic views of
both Keuka & Seneca Lakes
~ Susan M. Hyser
2756 Coates Road * Penn Yan
(315) 536-7682

Oliver Phelps Country Inn
. Bed & Breakfast .
* Noted for fresh, home baked breads & pastries |
.» John & Joanne Sciarratta
-1 352 N. Main Street « Canandalgua
-(716) 396-1650 - -

- WWW, com/dreamscape/cobba/ollver .

A Medical Ethics Seminar
" Saturday, September 19, 8:45 am to»3;00.pm at
HOLY SPIRIT PARISH |

1355 Hatch Rd., Webster « Cost: $20, Lunch prowded‘
fEATURED SPEAKERS:

The St. Luke’s Medical Association and '. CE
The St. Thomas More Lawyer’s Guild - present G- '

o 7

Dr. Joseph Nicolosi:

The Healing of Same Sex Attraction
Rev. Matthew Temple, O. Carm: .
~ Cloning and In Vitro Fertilization

- Mrs. Beverly Malona: -

Contraceptive Use and the Abuse. of Women

Theresa Wagner

Legal Trends in Phys:c:an Assisted Suicide-

Thomas Pingree, MD -

Hospice Care: Care for the Dying

. Pustic INvITED -
5 Hours of CME Credit for Physicians. *
Send payment to: St. Luke’s Medical Assbciation
424 Claybourne Rd. - Rochester, NY 14618

FOR INFORMATION CALL (71 6) 244-21 a1
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