
Amos spreads God's messages 
BYJOESARNICOLA 

My name is Amos. lam a shepherd in 
Tekoah, which lies just to the south of 
Jerusalem. Sometimes God finds humble 
men and women, and gives them words 
that must be spoken. I don't know why 
God chose me out of all the more 
educated or more prominent people in 
my country, but I always obey him. 

There was a time when God- showed 
me three frightful sights. The first was of 
a swarm of locusts that would devour the 
crops in the field. The second was of a 
wall of fire burning up the land in its 
path. 

After these first two I pleaded, "God, 
do not do this. Jacob is too weak to 
endure your wrath." And the Lord 
heeded my plea. t . 

But then I saw that God was ready to 
withhold his mercy from his rebellious 
people. The Lord gave me a word to 
speak before Jeroboam, king of Israel. 

"Jeroboam will be killed by a sword and 
the people of Israel will be banished from 
their homeland." 

Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, was sent 
to me with the king's response. 

"Be gone with you," he said. "Prophesy 
in Judah, but never again in Bethel. This 
is the king's land and you are not wanted 
here." 

The Lord gave me courage to speak to 
die priest without fear. 

"Amaziah, this is what the Lord God 

says to you," I said. "Your wife will be 
taken from you, your children will be 
killed by soldiers, and you will die in a 
foreign country. And the people of Israel 
will be banished as I have said," 

Another time the Lord used me to 
warn his people against greed. 

"To those who take advantage of die 
poor and steal from the needy, take 
heed," I reported. "I can see what you 
have been doing. When I show my anger, 
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Did you know that early detection' increases the chance of survival 50-80%? 
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Unds Jsenns Rivera 

I will shake die earth, I will darken the sky 
at noon, and I will take any joy from your 
hearts. You will seek to hear my word, but 
it will be withheld from you." 

But to the people who obey die 
commandments of die Lord, he says, "I 
will rebuild die home of my people, my 
Israel. Their villages will be clean and 
safe, their gardens will be fertile, and I 
will care for diem forever." 

The Lord has shown me that he loves 
his people, and tfiat he watches over diem 
like a shepherd watches his sheep. 
Perhaps that is die lesson God wants me 
to learn. 

READ MORE ABOUT IT: 
The Book of Amos 

Q&A 
1. What was Amos' occupation? 
2. How did God feel about greedy 

people? 
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Puzzle 
Identify whether the following books belong to the Old Testament 

or me New Testament. Answers on page 7. 
1. Genesis 6. Matthew 
2. Mark 7. Ruth ______ 
3. Romans 8. Judges _______ 
4. Job 9, Philemon 
S.Joshua .__ 10.James ' , 
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Kids' Club 
You can win a $50 savings bond by writing an essay (100 or 

fewer words) answering this question: • 
Why is it good to read the Bible? 
Send your essay — including name, home address, telephone 

number, school and grade - to Catholic Courier, P.O. Box 24379, Rochester, 
N.Y. 14624. Deadline for entries is Sept 17, 1998. The winner will be notified 
by phone and receive the savings bond by mail. In addition, the winner's essay 
will be published in an upcoming issue of Kids' Chronicle. 

Last month's winner was Christopher Gentile, a third-grade student at St Pius 
X.School, Chili. In response to the question, Both Jeremiah and St Clare 
prayed often and God listened to them. What are some of the things you pray 
for? he wrote: 

Every night before I go to bed I pray for my family. I pray for my mom,, my 
dad, me and my little sister to be happy and feel good. I also pray for my best 
friend Rashodd. My two grandmothers passed away so I pray for diem. The last 
tiling I pray for are my itwo goldfish diat died. 
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