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- Amos spreuds God’s messages

~By JOE SARNICOLA

My name is Amos. I am a shepherd in
Tekoah, which lies just to the south of
Jerusalem. Sometimes God finds humble
men and women, and gives them words
that must be spoken. I don’t know why
God chose me out of all the more

educated or more prominent people in’

my country, but I always obey him. -
There was a time when God showed
me three frightful sights. The first was of

a swarm of locusts that would devour the .

crops in the field. The second was of a

wall of fire burning up the land.- in its -

path. :
After these first two T pIeaded God

do not do this. jacob is too weak to
endure your wrath.” And the Lord
heeded my plea.

But thenlsawthatGodwasrwdyto
withhold his mercy from his rebellious
people. The Lord gave ‘me a word to
speak before Jeroboam, king of Israel.

- “Jeroboam will be killed by a sword and
the people of Israel will be banished from
their homeland.”

Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, was sent
to me with the king’s response. -

“Be gone with you,” he said. “Prophesy
in Judah, but never again in Bethel. This
is the king’s land and you are not wanted
here.”

TheLordgavemecourage tospeakto

the priest without fear.

“Amazmah this is what ‘the Lord God

Vsaystoyou, I said. “Your wife will be

takeri from you, your children will be
killed by seldiers, and you will die in a
foreign country. And the people of Israel
will be banished as I have said,”

Another time the Lord used me to
warn his people against greed.

“To those who take advantage of the
poorandstea]ﬁ'ommeneedy take
heed,” 1 reported. “I can see what you

‘safe, their
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I will shake the earth, I will darken the sky
at noon, and I will take any joy from your
hearts. You will seek to hear my word, but

" it will be withheld from you.”

But to the people who obey the
commandments of the Lord, he says, “I
will rebuild the home of my people, my
ns will be fertile, and 1
will care for them forever.”

The Lord has shown me that he loves
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- have been doing. When1 show.my anger,

4 his people, and that he watches over them
like a shepherd watches 'his shecp.

o Perhaps that is the lesson God wants me
B Him ToSee | o

Hls DIII:IIII‘ Q&A

l What was Amos” occupation? -
2.How did God feel about greedy

Prostate Cancer

Puzzle
Identify whether the following books belong to the Old Testament
or the New Testament. Answers on page 7. ‘

Awareness

M o n t h 1. Genesis 6. Matthew
2. Mark __ 7. Ruth
3. Romans 8. Judges
4. Job 9. Philemon -
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Did you know that early detection increases the chance of survival 50-80%?
That means an annual check up for men 40 and older.
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Strong Cancer. Center with Cancer Action is offering free: prostate-screenings Kid ? Cl b
" on Sept. 17 only for men over 50—thase most at risk. S ' u
) You can win a $50 savings bond by writing an essay (100 or
fewer words) answering this question:
' P "Why is it good to read the Bible?

o Send your essay — including name, home address, telephone
. number, school and grade — to Catholic Courier, P.O. Box 24379, Rochester,
N.Y. 14624. Deadline for entries is Sept. 17, 1998. The winner will be notified
by phone and receive the savmgs bond by mail. In addition, the winner's essay -
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Call Cancer Action, 423-9700, 1o schedule an appointment.

For more information and support:

. Mm will be published-in an upcoming issue of Kids’ Chronicle.
. ; .- o Last month’s winner was Christopher Gentile, a a third-grade student at St. Pius
sdcmE'EYRo T X .School, Chili.. In response to the question, Both Jeremiah and St. Clare
. : often and God listened to them. What of )
~ 288-1950 Monrne County 423-9700 g:':?y;: wrote: - are some of the thms' YU
1-800-ACS-2345 Wayne County (315) 331-4147 Every night before I go to bed I pray- for my family. I pray for my mem, my - -

~ dad, me and my little sister to be happy and feel good. I also pray for my best
friend Rashodd. My two grandmothers passed away so I pray for.them. The last
thing I pray for are my two goldfish that died.
" THANKS TO OUR SAVINGS BOND DONOR
651 Plymouth Ave. N., Rochester, NY 14608 (716) 5461740 _ ¢
Quality Sausage and Meat Products Since 1880 - '

Prostats Health Information Source:-hitp://www.prostatehealth.com
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- *85287ex  Space donated to the Ad Council ds a public service of Cathilic Courier



http://www.prostittftiiitii,com

