R |§|l}%||lll||_||l|||||; i

I_I,lllllll‘llll_ill, |_| L1}

| CahoticCourier |

. - ©1998.R0cbclchalhobCPthsocnnon.
| 1150 Buffalo Road

P.O.Box 24379
Rochester, NY 14624
716/328-4340 -

- 800,/600-3628 outside Rocliester |

-~ http://www.catholiccourier.com

e-mail;mtbcour@ﬁ‘ontiem_et.net 4

Pres1dent
. Bishop Matthew H. Clark

* General Manager/Edltor
"~ Karen M. Franz . :

| Editorial Department |
| Associate Editor
- LeeStrong
Copy Editor,/Staff Writer
- Kathleen Schwar
Staff Writers
Rob Cullivan’
Mike Latona
 Staff P.hotographer
. Greg Francis

' Business Department

| Circulation Manager

| DonnaStubbings
Office Manager

Mary DiPonzio

- Secretary/Receptionist
Atlene S. Gall

- Advertising Debartmebt o
Advertising Director '
Jodiann Marcello
Account Executives
Otto Bruno
Mehssa Pans

Production Department
. Graphics Manager - ‘
| Graphic Artist :

- Linda Jeanne Rivers

- Letters Policy
“The Catholic Courier wishes to
_ provide space for readers s throughout
- the diocese to express opinions on all
' sides of the issues. We welcome orig:
inal, signed letters about current is-
sués affecting church life.
Although we cannot publish every

letter we receive, we seek, insofaras |

| possible, to provide a balanced rep-
- resentation of expressed opinions
} and a variety of reflections on life in

- the chiurch. We will choose letters for

* publication based on likely reader in- * |

terest, timeliness and a sense of fair
layOurdlscenungmdemmayde»

termine whether to agree. ordlsagree _

with the letter writers’ opinions.

Letters must not exceed 500

words. Anonymous letters and the
use of pseudonyms are unacceptablé.
" We reserve the right to edit letters for
legal and other concerns. With re-

.| s$pectto errors in submitted text, we
- will correct

. Mail letters to: Cadn:bhc Courier,
P.O. Box 24379, Rochester, N.Y.
. 14624. Please include your full name,
~ phone numberandcompleteaddms
" for purposes of venficatnon

“x

" More than-a week after President

_Bill Clinton’s Aug. 17 “apology” for
misleading his wife, staff and the

~ American people about his relationship with Monica ~
- Lewinsky, people still debate whether that relationship - .
should be the subject of an investigation. o
Although there are many persuasive arguments. for
. halting’ the investigation, one of the:most frequently
cited is that President Clinton’s infidelity is a private mat-
- ter between his wife and himself, and thus it is no one
- else’s business.

Nothlng prlvate about it

EDITORIAL

Unfortunately, itlong: ago ceased to be a pnvate - -world.

- matter.

It is not a private matter because be is the Presxdent of
-~ the United States, a public official elected by the people

. and an employee of the peaple. He has now. essentially -
acknowledged that he pursued sexual activities in his
‘office, during work hours, with a subordinate. In most
compames, those are grounds for disciplining or firing.-

It is not a private matter because he distorted the truth
iri a sworn deposition in a civil proceeding. Even though
the case was later dismissed, it was moving toward a pub-
lic conclusion at the time he gave his'statement; -+

‘It is not a private matter becausé after giving his
depogition, he went before the Amencan people and -

Thanks God

 for scholar S
contrlbutlon

To the edltors .
1t was with a sad heart that I read of the

death of Father Raymond Brown, thecel- |

ebrated and famous Scripture scholar. Fa-

ther Brown made’ Scripture. study_re- |,

spectable among Catholics following Pius
XIT’s letter De Ajﬂante Spiritu on blbhcal
research: =

I had the pnv1lege many years ago to.
be in the company of Father Brown for a
full day dviring his visit to St. John Fisher

College. Father Brown was visiting the.
College to give a talk on the Infancy Nar-

ratives just before the beginning of the
Adverit season, The Kearney Auditorium
was filled to overflowing for the event. |

- The day that I spent with him, also in

~the company of Mr. Robert Gullo, Direc- |

tor of the Library at the time, is some-

_ thing that I cherish in my memory. Father

" Brown showed himself to be 2 man of
consummate wisdom and scholarship,
and also as a gracious and gentle human
being. He had expressed an interest in vis-

iting the Mormon sites near Palmyraand

so we took him there. The day was filled
with marvelous conversation about the
‘meaning and fact of revelation as the
. Church and Scnpture scholars and the-

* ologians understand:it. And, of course
there was discussion about the claims of

Joseph: Smiith, the founder of the Mor-

" mons. Although he was in firm disagree-
" ‘'ment with the Mormon claims, he spoke

of them respectfully and thanked the care-

" taker$ at Hill Cumorah and the Smith
- Home for their charity in allowing him to
examine rare documents from 150 years

: B.ut what was so astonishing and won-
. derful was the clirity of his mind and the

" articulation of his faith and beliefs in the |

teaching of the Church. He was 2 man of

great intellect and faith. He was devoted |

to Truth and did not let attacks deter him
from pursuing.
remaliabledaywnthahotmastbeefmd-

- . wich at'an eatery in Pittsford: before re-

turning to the campus.
‘We should all thank God for the work

_ and example that Raymond Brown gave

to all of us. May the Angels lead him to | gins of society, the sinners — us ail. Bless- -

paradise and may he rest well in the bo-
som of Abraham andmthe presence of
ourGod .

. Don‘ald'l. Mueénch

Pittsford

the truth. We enided this |

Itis nota prlvate matter because, while he has not used -
_ the word “sin,” he has in effect acknowlcdged smmng
The Catechism of the Catholic Church says “sin is a .
personal act” that * mJures human sohdanty " “Personal
sins put.the world” in a “sinful condition.” Even the - -
 private sins of individuals affect us all anid help to-create
an environment that allows sin’s influence to spread. In
- the end, all sin is public.
- Whatever the outcome of the current investigation —
whether President Clinton ultimately faces censure or :
even impeachment — his actlons set a tone for- the mora.l" )
climate of the nation.
.. And there’s nothmg private about that,

.«-s:&

publlcly deceived them-on natxo_r_lal _

telev:sxon »

Itisnota puvate matter because he

“at least allowed — — perhaps.even encouraged.— his wife, .-
staff and friends to spend months defending him and un-
knowmgly statmg falsehoods.

. . Itis not a private matter because some of the ‘*

- president’s staff addressed the matter on hxs behalf‘whlle
on the public payroll . .

. Itis not a private matter because, as presxdent, heisa
public symbol to the people of the United States and the

In my opinion the reason the diocese’s
web site has niot had many visitors, (only
538) s that its existence is unknown, as it
was to me until I visited the web site

known as “The Catholic Community Fo- |

rum” (www.catholic-forum.com).

1 found this site’s address on the front -
of a monthly calendar published by the
parish where I attended Mass in the dio-
cese of Buffalo this past weekend.

It is also my belief that these web sites

"and other Catholic web sites addresses - |
- need miore dissemination. Because as
~good Cathohcs weiall need access to in-

o

Lo

o

-Dlocese should tout web 51te |

hTotheedltors

formation about our rehglon to counter-

act the multitude of disinformation that is

on the web and elsewhere in this world.
J-L. Ward

RossRoad, Canandice -
EDITORS NOTE: The Diocese of .

- Rochester has not made any effort to publicize

its web site (hitp:;//www.dor.org) because that .

“site is still under construction. Diocesan offi-
cials tell us that they will publicize the site to
parishes and individuals - and register it with
the various search engines - as soon as it is
completed. Meanwhile, the Catholic Couri-
er’s site can be found at http//www catholic-
couriercom. -

Virtual pllgnmage available onlme

(htipy//www.ewtn. com), and CathohCaty: )

To the editors:

Itwaswonderﬁlltoreadaboutthere-..

cent ecumenical pilgrimage to Israel

_(Catholic Courier, Aug 13). For those with

access to the Internet, one can take a vir- .
tual pilgrimage to the. Holy Land at’
http://www.jesus2000.com. o

In addition to the Vatican’s  magnificent

, web me, we recommend visiting EWTN

(http://www.catholicity.com) with free

- Roman Catholic “Crosstalk” e-mail discus-
sion lists, and home to several Catholic
Foundation -

apostolates including the
ﬁ)rCaﬁmllcmdtotapelmhl‘da;yt.judeMcdn

A ﬁ)rCathohcnovds. _ X
. Mr. &Mn.AnthouyR.Bndl,M.L -

Melrooe,lhu."

Llsten, follow example set by Blshop Clark

To the editors:

‘ AmanﬁlledmthlovefoanFatber'

_Speaking of God’s love to the believers

and non-believers. Welcoming the chil-
dren, elderly, the sick, those at the mar-

ing bread and wine and sharing it with the

. believers. Falselyquotedandacanedbya
-minority for showing God’s compassion. -

Jesus Christ — yes —but also Buhop
Matthew Clark, -

We. are not suggestmg that Bxshop

Clark is our Savior, We Christians allhave - -

Jesus in us. If we carefully listen to Bishop

Clark’s words and follow his examples, we -~

will learn how to bring God’s. peace.and

. love to our homes, workplace and world.

He challenges us to greet with under-

-standing even those we fear orthose who -
‘ aredlﬁ'erentﬁ'omus—lovmgdxeperson,

and not the sins.
Ronandlhrtha]odmn
- Park Acve Road

omesomamm  w
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