During this past year, Keith Smith heard a fellow youth-group
member, Jennifer Frisch, make repeated glowing references to the
Diocesan Youth Convention.

“Every other word out of her mouth was about the convention,”
remarked Keith, 15, from St.Rita’s Church in Webster.

Intrigued, Keith decided to make his first visit this summer to the
annual convention, By the time it had ended, Keith realized that
he's among many, many diocesan teens who care deeply about
their Catholic faith,

“It was neat to see so many kids that feel the same way you do
about so many subjects,” Keith commented. :

The fifth annual convention, held Aug, 7-9 at SUNY College at
Geneseo, drew a record 600 teens. Since the convention beganin |
1994 with 275 teens, attendance has mcreased ata rate of about

- 80 per year.

“Certainly, it's a sign that what is happemng is good said
Michael Theisen, diocesan youth ministry coordinator.

Katie Miskell is among a small handful of youths who have at-
tended all five Diocesan Youth Conventions. She said that the
events'social and spiritual aspects have kept her coming back, s

“You get to meet a lot of great people. It nice when you finda  Apove, Tim Donk 16, of St. Patrlck’s Church in Seneca Falls, participates in a dis-

lotof other teens who ke their faith. To me, that’s really mportant” ~ cussion group during an Aug. 8 workshop at the Diocesan Youth Converition.
remarked Katie, 19, from St. Mary’s Church in Geneseo. . Below, dancers rehearse for the Mass held later that afternoon. The convention

. Theisen noted that the friendly atmosphiere allows for teensto - 100K P|‘°° A“ﬂ 7-9 at SUNY College at Geneseo.
'_qurckly overcome theirshyness and apprehensron S - . o )
’ N © “lt'san extremely inclusive experience;
this is one of the most inclusive groups -

you can be around,"he said.“You can't just
stand on the sideline. You've got to join in."

- Each convention has featured a wide -
~ range of activities: keynote addresses by

@  nationally renowned performers; large-
and small-group faith sharing; education-

" -al workshops; dances and other recre-

- ational events; and rousing Saturday-af—

ONC: Rard-working teens hehind the eanes

When Jared Marx was asked two years ago to join the Diocesan Youth Committee, hesard .
yes. But a part of him wondered what he was  getting himself. into.

“Ifigured it was just another committee. | was thipking, I'm going tosrtmamom —for-
along time;’ remarlredlarad, 8a panshronenn the (ommg~PamtedPost Roman (atholrc ;

Joe said he also enjoyed the spontaneity of the Mass, which mcluded dappmg and lively music.

“It was really exciting,” Joe said. “With that age group, it’s probably a. good ideato. have it fast-paced.”
In fact, Joes overall experience at the: -convention was so powerful that-he decided to become Catholic.
“I was blown away

Community. - ternoon liturgies.
~ Turns out Jared was pamally :onm. His two-yeartenureon the Drocesan Youth (om- o R i Keith said he gained a greatdeal from
mitteé included several lengthy meetings, some lasting more than four hours. . : 0. oa workshop,"Who's Calling You, * which dealt with church ministry and relfi-
“We met forever,” Jared said with a laugh. - mﬂ hy me i mmm " gious life. Keith — who had once considered a priestly vocation but decid-
But the meetings were far fiom dull and boring. Instead, lared gradudlrfwnd himself ed against it — said the workshop provided him with valuable alternatives.
1 " becoming part of a spedial group of creative leaders. : lems h Bl“ Hﬂwken - *They showed how there are many other ways you can serve without be-
“There's so much frendship and love that develops,” ared said. I think God's presenceis ] ing ordained — pastoral associates, volunteers and parish coundil Keith
felt very much by everyone that's there. If you keep God's sprmmvolvedm theproces_s that - said,
3 adds a ot to the dloseness.” o " Katie remarked that the workshops have long-lasting effects.
Thisspirits passed on to huindreds ofother teens from around the iocese. Accoving oM “Youcangetalot There are always small things you don't realize you remiember until ater” she said.
3 gr%nzhn;st;”e d“"e”‘: m ””’"“’z m?otr?’ theD m:‘u;"’gp’!em responsible Wl . Theisensaid that the convention’s format has gone largely unchanged. However, one mainstay was ab-
4 - progra Diocesa vention tthew H. Clark missed the co tronfortheﬁrsttrmebecauseofhstn toth
B | 0YCmembersdesigned the weicoming program and plamned the weekend's ith-shar- [l - - mﬂ'ﬁf arBshop Matthew . lark issed the conven siplothe
Z,famk:rﬁ:m perfonnedl w;ﬂ;gﬂ"gfgf a de_coratmg the meetmg areas, intro- - . Thebishop’ presence had a strong effect on JoeWalker dunng the 19% conventron which he attend-
, bef: i ... edwithagroup from St. Jerome’s Church in East Rochester. Joe, who was not Catholic at the time, said he
- 1 We get there a il two days the con a.”d ”m"mmum They’re. " . "had a great time” meeting the brshopforthe first time,
: working hard from 9 a.m. tomidnight,” Theisen said. :

The DYC also planis the one-daylumor High Youth Rally held annually in late May. In ad—
dition, DYC members servé as chaperons and helpers at such other diocesan youth events as
" the Hands of Christ awards ceremony in the fall, the Run forthe Young inthe spnng and teeo

retreats throughout the school year. - . Diowh
“The committee was formed in 1993 Members are selected randomly from nommatrons - . byeverything that hap-
by parish leaders. They, along with adult DYC representatives, serve tivo-yearterms. - [l - . pened there After that,
The DYC is broken down into five regions — Southern Tier, Genesee Valley, I-'mgerl.akes,, - | had this: feeling: I had |
Monroe West and Monroe East. A total of 24 teens and seven adults serve. thoseareas fhey © - - to make acommit-
meet.monthly, in either regional settings or as  collective group. . ment,” said Joe, who..
Theisen said he’s amazed at the group dynamics that occur at DY( planmng meetmgs - ~ was initiated into the
4 “All of a sudden these ideas emerge. They're always rdeas that no one could have crear- - Catholic Church" this
3 " ed on.their own,” e remarked. - . past Easter. -
- Meanwhile; Jared has appreciated the chance to make ﬂrends mth peoplefrom around S Theisen concluded
- the diocese through his DYC affiliation. .. that the convention's |
T L L “Yougetawider view of the church; it's not just your local burldmganymore saldjared o upbeat nature allows

“ who.will attend the Umversrty of Notre Dame this fall. A ‘B for teens to celebrate | )
Jared's final moments as & DYC member were.among his most satisfying. He.gave the - -Christ's presence. |
Diocesan Youth Convention’s closing ceremony keynote address; then-he ar_rd other outgo- , ~ “It helps them see °
"ing DYC members received a standing ovation.from the conventioncers, = - g ~ that. Christ is. already
- “That was a great thmg—— when you're putting in all this time, and hopethat youredo- o alive with ther; not out.
| ing something useful * Jared said. “I guess it was surprising to me that they had that much Jll - " thete as .something Father Brian Cool, eo-pastor at SL dichael :
appreciation. Ifyou could feel that, and knowrtwasmallytruetheytouldgetsomethmgout' tbey have to earn” Yan, celebrates. the closing Mass. He's wearing a sallor hat to

- ._oftheconwntronthenthatsallthesausfacuonlcouldaskfor' . » “ ncommemed Wmﬂ,.mm,muwﬂ”mo"_wamn




