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Rev. Paul Womack, left, places a stone on the grave of Oscar Schindler — whose

story was told in “Schindler’s List” — in Jerusalem Aug. 8. With him are, from left,
Sister Joan Sobala, $SJ, Felicia Clark, Joan Pearson, Jane Napier and ]oumallst

Doug Mandelaro.

"Continued from previous page

they can, but they are so concerned with peace issues ;and

nonviolence issues and loving the oppressed, that they

can’t understand that for the Jewish people of 2,000 years

of oppressnon and thena Holocaust, we have to celebrate
- these things.”

Father Joseph Brennan said he realized the cross has
brought fear “rather than a sense of love, of compassion”
into the hearts of Jews: His first realization of this came .
when he was studying Hebrew. in Israel in 1956. He was
the only priest, the only gentile in the class. =~

“Everybody was very pollte but standoffish and I did- .
n't understand it at first,” he recalled. “As we got to know
-each’other, they said in the countries where they used to -

live, the priest was looked upon:as being hostile to Jews;’

‘When we saw a priest coming we wert to the other snde
of the street.’

“I was completely dumbfounded by this. I remember
saying to myself, if I had any chance in the future to
change that, to help in any way to change that . so Jewish
- people had a different view of Christianity, Cathohcrsm
and priests, I would do what I could.”

That was even before the Second Vatlcan Councnl
- (1962-65), whose perspective on Judaism, notably- Nostra
‘Aetate, marked a radical change of ¢ . The council af-
firmed God's covenant with the Jews and ended the
church’s longstaniding teaching of contempt — which had
included, for example, prayers for the * perfidrous]ews
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at Eastertime. )
Father Brennan returned .

to Rochester to teach at St.
Bernard’s Seminary, taking
students to Temple B'rith
Kodesh for talks, later to
other synagogues as well;
he also taught the Sisters of
St. Joseph. He plunged in-
to-formal dialogues, and re-
mains involved today, in the
|- Commission on Christian
Jewish Relations of the Jew-
ish Community Federation

-of Greater Rochester and
the Greater.
. Community of Churches.

Rochester

Now, he said, *We are

treating each other in ways

I thought were unthmkable
when I was ordained.”

Landmark
statements

'Father Brennan, Deacon
McNulty, Sister Nowak and-

Rabbi Katz were among Imnrlanh Loadorshlp Mlsslon paruclpanu mnd outslde the. Dome of tho Rock,
three ‘of the task force the Muslim holy : slto on Temple Mount, Jerusalem, lsraol Aug 7.




