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Interest grows

Yaaeov Kaszomacher a chlsh artlst and art photographer runs an art gallory in the anclent town of Safed,
tradltionally the my:ﬂcal eentor of israel.
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In greatcr Rochester there are hlgher levels of this un-

-derstanding, according to Rabbi Katz. -
“More people are at step two or step-three than ever -
. before — more knowledge, more contact, more sensitivi-
o, ” the rabbi said. - :

Sister Nowak, for example, thzs fa]l is- offermg for the

first time a class on the Holocaust. She réported the class

received so much interest it could have been filled five *
timesover. . -

“Obvxously in the dlocese thmgs are happenmg, good
things,” she told fellow Christians and Jews on theé inter-
faith mission. At the same time, she spoke of personal_ |
pain, because while so pass:onately pursuing acceptance

" of Jews by Christians, she said, “I get accused of leaving

behind my church, my Christ, my faith.” . -
Roman Catholicism.has a tradition of repentance and
confession, she said, yet it has had problems expressing

.this with its hlstory of treatment of Jews, That treatment

includes forced conversions, mass murder by Crusaders,
passion plays heightening conteémpt of Jews, burning of
their Talmud, and msutuuonahzmg Jewish ghettos and

" the weanng of distinctive clothmg

“Something deep within has made judalsm the de-
monized ‘other,” from which we need to réform,” she
said. And that is what propelled her to begin a course in

‘the Holocaust this fall, she said.

““The Holocaust is.a Jewish tragedy but a Chrxsmm
problem she said. “For Christians it throws everything

| .up into question. Theologlcally it puts everything on the

line.” s
Joe Posner, a Rochesterjew affiliated with Temple

" Brith Kodesh, said he didn’t think any Jew feels secure
in society today “because that’s the wa)" life has been, and

what is there to say it is going to.change? How do you get
down to the root of each person’ We are gomg to live
with that insecurity a long time.”

The Christians on the ' pilgrimage brought up his com-
ment time and time again as one that especially touched
them. - . o ’ .

- Still, Rabbi Katz said, “1 really think there are different

Israels that are being visited by the Christians. They re-

late well to the rehgxous, to seemg the (Western) Wall and .
seeing that there is religion in the Wall, they can relate
well to my celebrating Shabbat at a table with them ...

~ But I don’t think some relate well to the Holocaust and

the suffering. I don’t think some of the people relate well

to Israel’s excitement of the military triumphs.
“In thmking about it, I don’t know if they have to or
Continued on next page
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