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Warmngs not heeded

Partoftheuagedynsthatthecurrentsxt— '

uation might have been averted if the gov-

. ernment had heeded warnings.. _
'On Feb.15, the bishops who serve in the

troubled areas of Sudan issued an appeal

for help, and a request that the government

_ lift a ban on humanitarian f lights to con-
- tested.areas in southern Sudan.

| . “There is already a severe food shortage.
~ which was expected to increase in the com- -

_ ing months,” the bishops warned. “The in-
flux of displaced (from battle areas) will
make the situation deteriorate even faster

thanexpectedandmlfanunewﬂlstartm _

a matter of a few weeks.”

But, Msgr. Mazzolari said, the govern- »

ment dismissed the warning, claiming the
bishops “were paranoid” and that they were
trying to help, the rebel forces. Moreover,
the governinentcontrolled media access to
the region, - helpmg to keep news of the
famine from getting out.
Meanwhile, the-monsignor said, people
in the outside world essentially said,

“there’s always been hunger in Sudan .

we're just making a lot of noise: .

“Sudan has always been in a corner as
. faras being known and people bemg aware
_ of the problems,” he added. -

'Nor have_the bishops been alone in is- .

suing warnings — and in being 1gnored

“We try to tell the people what is goxng‘

on there, but it is like it is not understood,”
. observed Jordan Long, president  of
“ Rochester’s Sudanese Community. Associ-

" ation, Inc. “It was not attracting the atten- _

tion of the people we were talking to.” - .
_Even: as late as May, and despite the
Wamings from church workers.-that the sit-

uation was worsening, the World Food Pro-

granrestiinated:that-only 350,000 people

were affected by thé famine. -

" But then the effects of the drought be- |

gan tohithome. - .
. An).was ¢ "rfthebrmkofcollapsebe-
"cause of the-war,” " acknowledged Father
PasqumoPanato niow.of the Comboni Mis-
sionaries’ justice and peace office in Mont-
clair, N.J. “The drought gave the final
blow,” added the priest, who served as
headmaster of Comboni College in Khar-
~ toum, Sudan, from 1970 to 1988. .
" The government lifted the flight ban, a

cease-fire was declared, and relief supplies -
. begantoflow But by then it was too late, -

Msgr. Mazzolari said. .
“By the time people becime aware of the

. nemendous number of people who were |.

CENERA

".»m;%mww

hungry, they were fadmg away, " the mon-
g 'srgnor reported. © -

Tom Price, communications assocnate

» with Baltimore-based Cathohc Relief Ser-
| vices, witnessed the worsemng situation

firsthand during a visit to the Diocese of .

" Rumbek in late July,

Price described Rumbek in the embat-
tled region of Bahr al Ghazal as a “shat-
tered town, populated by ghosts

Relief supplxes are coming in, Pnce said,
but noted that, “access to southern Sudan
is ridiculously ¢ dlfﬁcult. Evento aid efforts,
it’s terribly expensive.”

~ “The landing strips are gxass or mud

" and rain can closé them for days,” he ex-

plained. “Only smaller planes can land on
these strips, so cargo space is in short sup-
ply.”

Roads are practxcally unpassable due to
the current rains and dangerous due to

~ fighting that breaks out periodically despite

the cease-fire and talks between the gov-

ernment and the leading rébel group, the |
- Sudan People’s Liberation Army. The com-
" bination makes it hard to get.even food on
_ hand to those who need it. ]
“It’s one matter of getiing it into Rum-

bek Diocese,” Price said. “I’s another mat-’
terof spmdmg it around the Rumbek Dio-
cese.”

Even. when the people do get food Ms|

gr. Mazzolari said, “some of the people are

so bad they are not physically able to cook
their own food.”
The monsignor said one of the most dif

'~ ficult aspects of working with famine vic-

tims is “the helplessness you feél. when

. you're faced by hundreds, hundreds of peo-
1. ple sitting outside your door.-We can only -

do so much. It's not the physical work, it's
the stress that.comes over.you by havmg to

" witness this all day long”
Troubled past .

‘The ongomg civil war pits the central .
government: in Khartoum against several

rebel groups seeking mdependence for -
_southern Sudan..

Northern Sudanisa desert region in sub-
Saharan Africa. It is inhabited primarily by

_ people of Arabic ancestry, and the ma]or
rellgxon is Islam.

- ‘Southern Sudan is devoted to agnculture

“and cattle, and its southerninost parts ex-

perience a six-month rainy season. It is-in-

" habited primarily by black Africans. Most
-of the people follow traditional tribal be-
liefs, but the region-also is home to a srzable
.Christian population. . . g
Sudanese Arabs largely. control the cen-
- tra] government, ‘which has repeatedly at-

tempted to impose Islamic law over the en-

, me nation. This has led to many uprisings -

in the south,
. “The split is cultural, political and reli-
gious,” acknowledged Dan Gatkek, a Su-

- danese native who now works as a bilingual

job counselor and caseworker at the
Catholic Family Center’s refuge_e and im-

 migration deparumnent. Gatkek fled Sudan
_in the mid-1980s because of the fighting.

‘These divisions have helped 1o keep the
rebellion going. The only period of relative

stability came after 1972, when the military -

government and southern rebels negotiat-
“ed a peace settlement that granted a great
deal of autonomy to the south. Peace

| reigned for the next decade, Father Pana-

to noted.
“For 10 years, 1 en_,oyed the old Sudan,”

" Father Panato observed.

The peaceful respite allowed southern:
Sudan to begin rebuilding from damage ex-
penenced during the many years of fight-
ing, he said. “The southern region was re-
ally coming back strongly, the prnest
remarked.

Butin 1983, lhe govemment announced - |

that it would énforce Istamic law. Fighting

in the south resumed, and the economy col--

lapsed. In the years sirice, nearly a million
refugees have fled Sudan, most living in

camps in such nations as Ethiopia and |
.. Kenya: Some — such as Gatkek, Long and

the approximate 70 -members of the

“Rochester Sudanese community — ulti- |

-mately fled to Europe or the United States.
. “Theyweredec¢ived,” Gatkek said of the -
rebels who negotiated the 1972 peace set- |

Uement. “Thegovernment Vlolated an
agreement.”
-But, Gatkek acknowledged, both srdes

‘have violated agreements over the course of -

the civil war, and now neither side trusts

» the other.

- Adrought in 1987-88 offered a chilling
prophecy of the current famine. An esti-
mated 500,000 people starved to death in

' 1988-89; and several hundred thousand -

.others died in subsequent years due to
hunger and diséase.

But the situation today is worse, Long
contended. ~

“What is happemng this year is the war

is more serious than it was five years ago,”

Long said. Earlier, “we fought only in key

| towns. It is being fought everywhere

”»

now.”

In the pasr, Gatkek explained, people .
,wereabletofleetosafearwstogetaway :

from the fighting. But because fighting is

_now so wrdespread they can no longer do -

s0.

- “What makes the situation worse is the
- people; they have no place to go, Gatkek
said,:

 prospects of the current pea

- thefamine in Sudan may

Further, he contended “Each facuon is_ .

~ using thc famine as a weapon to makc the

other side surnender

The future ' . .

' As the famine has become more widely "
known, relief efforts have begun to in-
crease.

The World Food Program and Opera-
tion Lifeline Sudan, for example, are ship-
ping in massive amounts of food daily.

Catholic Relief Services, meanwhile, is
working in a number of regions. In partic-
ulai, it is cooperating with the Diocese of
Rumbek to distribute food at both the main

' feeding centers and at missions in less ac-

cessible areas, Price noted. CRS is working
directly with the diocese — rather than the
government — to ensure that the food ac-
tually gets to those who need it. On July 31;
CRS announced it is committing an addi-
tional $4 million to its Sudan-relief efforts.
Still, Price warned, “The diocese is run-

‘ning out and needs more, and there’s just

not enough food in that area. Not enough

food is getting in, and the demand is huge.”
In the long run, the only way to end the

ongoing problems in Sudan is to end the

. war, Msgr. Mazzolari said.

“The only real cure for the hunger would
be peace, or at least a convincing cease-

_ﬁre Msgr. Mazzolari observed.

- But Father Panato is not optimistic about
ce talks.

_“It will be difficult, because both sides
are stubborn,” Father Panato said.

He predicted that if the current govern- -
ment says in power, “There will be no hope.
Zero.”

“To my understanding, it seems it’s going
to be an unsolvable war,” Long acknowl-
edged. “Any political means that can sepa-
rate the north and south that's the only so-.
lution.”

Gatkek belleves that more pressure
needs to be put on the government of Su-

. danh to break the deadlock in the talks —
_and to prevent further problems for the
. people of southern Sudan. But healso rec-

ognizes that only the Sudanese can resolve
their problems.
“Somebody has to stop it,” he declaxed -
“But it's not going to be outside Sudan.”
Despite the years of failed efforts, Long
expressed hope that some sort of solution

~ will eventually be found to end the war — -

arid the cycles of famine. . .
" “I think God did not create us to be in
this situation forever,” Long sa!d. ‘
see . .
EDITORS’ NOTE: Donations o help fight
be sent to Catholic Re-
lief Services, 209 W. Fayeue St., Baltimore, Mil.

- 21201-3443. This story conlains reporting I;y
' Caﬂwltc News Service.

" Announcements

" Help Wanted

ADOPTIONS The Catholic
Courier does not publish adop-

tion advertising. To-obtain a list

. of agencies that serve -birth-

mothers and adoptive parents,
call 716-328-4340. Agencies

wishing to be included on. this

list may send information to the

' Cathollc Courier:

" Help Wanted
BUSINESS ADMIN. of ’Mercy
‘Prayer -Center/PT - pos.
mos, 30 - his wkly)

Accountinglbookkeepmg.
Microsoft Office, Quicki

Rochaster, NY 14620

' EARN MONEY. READING

-$30,000/yr. income

. poton Details -

. 800-513-4343, oxt. Y-1467.

NEEDED_ A reliable, live-in,

mature, female housekeeper.to
. care for an eiderly woman,

: Carpetlng

_Painting

Heatlng &
- & Floor Care - Air.Conditioning & Wallcovering
PROBUCTION WORKER WANTED: . . ) " 3
Somellfun involved. amto] | ¥ , o Hicks HomeHeatmg : o interiorEs
gi _JAIC"P"MM , Gall us for Swmmer Comfort! Painﬁngmgar:gres porches,
“5pm. Fm"dy atmosphere. m‘;’"‘“""’““"“‘"“_‘“"- _ | Heat &Air Conditioning s. basement walls ,e'p‘am'
High school graduate: | Hm 'm";;'””‘" Sl - Specialists. a basement proot;lems “gutters
| FEE SROTHERS, 453 Portiand Ave. Serving the Christian Commurity Fanily Ouned & Opernted ’;"‘YP* "“"es‘ﬁa‘
'TELEPHONE _ SOLICITOR; | P 24385itpegeszeasar |- | . 4244848 7163004435 - 323:
Phone for loggltl;hfa' Catholic . i : . g y
. $ mm X — - AS . - .
_y“w"’_m,,mm $9.00 on m'"’,‘,a,d'"a . Celling Repair - Home Improvement " Roofing Siding -
ol e Brotocied ;‘;‘m';‘;‘,'; TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL-. CARPENTRY: Handyman ser- & Gutters -
: emmus roduction bonus, INGS 9' x 12’ ceiling only-$59. vice. Will do odd jobs. No job too - - ;
9 gm Cali Mr  Water Daamu:?:y Wi plaster  small. Call Ken 716-247-8785. Bﬂ
rs reason-
Euba 18007820848, .able prices, 716:392.6076. | MASONRY REPAIR: _brick WMA"
steps, sidewalks, paseg?nts, | RODFING & SIDING CO.
patchwork: Reasonablé. 35 yrs.” Esiablished 1912
et Financlal Services exp. elc. 716-323-1007. Al - Bowma
Want'odtoBuy’ » - - VIYViS, SF. o GWR ""?T
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