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Paul II and Kenyan bishops condemned

the boinbings near U.S. embassies in Kenya™

and Tanzania, describing the crimes as
“heinous”and offering solace to victims.
Condolence messages sent in the pope’s
name offered prayers for the victims and
denounced the attacks as an “incompre-

- hensible assault on life.”
‘The Kenyan bishops linked the blasts to.
international terrorism, fanaticism and fun-
.damentalism.” Kenyan police said the

bomb was aimed at the U.S. Embassy, but

- Ufuindi House next door, which houses of-
fices'and a secretarial college, took the

‘brunt of the explosion.
" Father Michael Ruwa, secretary-general

-of the Kenyan bishops” conference, ‘de-
_-scribed Ufundi House as “the busnest bunld

ingin the city.”
In a message to Kenyan Archblshop
Raphael S. Ndingi Mwana'a Nzeki of Nairo-

_ bi, Pope John Paul was said to be deeply
saddened at an‘acts of violence. The two -

nearly simultaneous explosions Aug. 7 left

more than 200:dead and more than 5,000 _

‘ injured, mostly in Kenya. Twelve Ameri-

cans were among those killed.
“Once. more (the pope) strongly con-
demns all deeds of wanton.aggression and .

violence, and he calls on the international *
" -community to work together and redouble ©

efforts aimed at building a world of peace -

and justice, in which such offenses to hu- -
- man life and dignity will have no place,”

said the message sent Aug. 8.
A similar papal message to Cardinal Poly-
carp Pengo of Dar-esSalaam, Tanzania,

~called the boinbing there a “heinous

crime” and called on all men and women-
to “feject the ways of violence and be ever -

. more committed to- bulldmg a world of
~ peace and justice for all.”

An Aug. 10 statement from the Kenyan

. blshops sald the church Joms the Kenyan |

h Israeli and Kenyan rescue workers carry a man out of the rubble of a collapsed building in Nairobi ‘Kenya, Aug. 9. The man
. was found alive 36 hours after the deadly bomb attack near the U.S. ‘embassy.

| Pope calls bomb attacks ‘heinous’

NAIROBI, Kenya (CNS) — Popejohn_

’ A man is removed from the ‘wreckage
of a building after the bomb attack in
Nairobi. That attack, and another

bombing around the same time at the -
U.S. embassy .in Dar-es-Salaam,

Tanzania, left at least 200 people died
and more than 5,000 Iniured»

and entire mtermnoml communny in’
mourning the deaths of innocent victims”.
- in “this heinous act against humamty

It praised the swift rescue operation led

" by Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi, po-

lice, military, medical teams, hospital staff

“and the brave and courageous-combined
 efforts” of everyone who rescued the vic- -

tims.
It said the blshops also commended “the
highly humanitarian response and pres-

" ence-of the international rescue team from
" the Umtcd States, Israel, South Africa and

France,”
The church calls foran mtenswe global

.mobilization to bring terrorists to book,
curtail furthér acts of terrorism and bring
: Jusnce to the world,” the statement sald
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_Sending “ pl ayerful condolences” to the -
bereaved and wishing all the injured a.quick
recovery, the bishops’ conference said the
church had mobilized its 50 parish centers
in the Nairobi area and all its chaplains and
volunteers to offer spiritual care and coun-
seling to those affected by the blast. .

“Also church medical hospitals and fa-
cilities are available in this time of emer-
gency,” itadded.

Father Ruwa, the Kenyan bishops’ offi-
cial,, said that 'Fatherjohn Kiongo, 47, a
diocesan priest in Nairobi, was visiting his
brother who works in the U.S. Embassy
when the bomb went off,

_“He said he-heard what sounded like a

_ gunshot, and-then he felt the force of the

blast and was thrown out the building
througha wmdow, Father Ruwa said Aug
10.

"At Kenyatta nat{onali hospital, Fa[he_r
Kiongo was recognized by a priest visiting
injured -victimis and was transferred to
Mater Misericordiae Catholic hospital, Fa-
ther Ruwa said. Father Kiongo has facial .
injuries and has had surgery on his right

- arm and hand, the secretarygeneral added.

The day of the explosion, Father Ruwa
spoke of “blood all over the place” at Mater

_Misericordiae.

Nairobi hospitals were flooded by peo-
ple with relatives or friends in Ufundi
House or the U.S. Embassy, .he said. Hos- .
pital staff made lists of people admitted
and discharged totrytomakethmgseasn—
er for relatives” of potcnualvlcnms, Father
Ruwa said.

He and other priests joined the hospital
chaplain “doing our best to calm patients,”
Father Ruwa said; adding that an emer-

. gency call had been made to all medical
staff in the city to help at the hospitals.

" “Everybody has responded to the calls -
for help, Father Ruwa -said.
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