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ROCHESTER — Theres no denymg

"Bernardine Gordon’s determination. _
_ “We don't want it. We don't need it. It's
- not gomg to do anything for our neighbor- " |

hood,” she declared to more than 125 peo-

~ ple gathered at Church of the Most Pre-
cious Blood July 27 toprotest plaus for a

strip club near the church.
The meetmgwas intended to prepare for

~an  Aug. 3 meeting of Rochester’s Planning

Commission. That is when thie commission

for Edward Geska and Ronald Zavagha 1o
open Centerfolds, an adult entertamment
club, at 1485 Mt. Read Blvd.”

Speakers at the July 27-meeting. vonced

concerns that the club will lead to an in-

crease in crime and prostitution.in the

- neighborhood, and adversely affect other

businesses and property values.
At the meeting, people volunteered to
take petitions to their home churches, to

take part in a door-to-door information and -
petition drive, and to attend and speak at .
the Aug. 3 meeting.

" Efforts to fight the club began after Gor-’

don received a notIce]uly 21 announcing

- the planmng commission hearing con-

cerning the ‘club, which would be j just thrée-.

-tenths of a mile from Most Precioiis Blood R

Church on Stenson Street; and half a'mile
from her Lexington Avenue-home. .

“I was stunned. Outraged,” Gordon re- :
- called. “I have three grandchildren living’
with me. I'don’t want any of this. in 1 my.

nelghborhood "

She remembered that’ panshloners of

Holy Rosary Church on Lexington Avenue -
successfully fought a topless club in 1995, so -

she contacted the church for advice. She

| was referred to Interfaith Action, a com- -
. ,mumty Sl.lppOI'[ and orgamzmg group
will consider a special permit application .

.whose staff member Brian Kane provided
assistance with the. fight agamst Center-
folds. -

- Gordon’s son-m-law, Jim Shepard, who
has been overseeing: the door-to-door ef-
-forts and petition drive, noted that even

though they had only begun circulating pe-
titions July 22, by the July 27 meeting they
had more than 300 signatures. :

- As'he was going door-to-door, Shepard :
- said, he was surprised to find that’ many, |

people had not known about the club..
“They were totally shocked,” he said.

- Gordon noted, however, that as word has -

gotten out, people have begun to act, point-
ing to the unexpected number of people

- who.came to the July 27-meetingand the

Parlshloners flght strlp club plans-

- numberof telephone calls of support she
'has received.

“It's been’ famastm she said.

She is not deterred by public.comments
froin city officials that the permit will prob-
ably be approved because the club would

be in one of-the city’s two areas allgmng

such clubs.

“If they feel they can walk all over us -
without opposition,. they re wrong,” Gor- .

‘don declared. “We’re going to fight this.”
Rochester City Councilman Robert

Stevenson pointed out at the July 27 meet-. | |
- ing that foes of the club have grounds to

fight it. He cited part of Rochester’s City

Code covering special periits such as that |

needed for the club; one consideration is

- whether the proposed operation would’

 son, a Sacred Heart Cathedral parishioner.

““contribute to the general welfare of the

nelghborhood or community.”
“I maintain that.this use does not con-

- tribute fo the general welfare of the neigh-

borhood or community,” asserted Steven-

Gordon said that if the group should fail

to halt the planning board’s approval they

- will consider legal action.

But, she added, she is opuuustm that the
issue will not come to that.

“We're very hopeful that they are going
to listen to us,” Gordon said.

i ".nm Shepard hands his.wife Maureen

Gng Francis/Staff photographer

a signed petition against a proposed
strip club near Church of the Most

. Precious Blood July 22,

By Kathleen Schwar
Staff writer

A group of 24 Rochester area people,

. many long involved in dialogue as. Chris-
tians and Jews, were scheduled to head to- }

Israel July 30 for an 11-day- pilgrimage to

further strengthen their bonds.
Bishop Matthew H. Clark, Rabbi Alan

- Katz of Temple Sinai in ‘Brighton, and

Rochester Mayor William-A. Johnson Jr.,
an American Baptist, were des:gnatcd

Jeaders of the  group. T
~ The mayor’s father dledjuly 26, but af
" ter funeral services in Washington, D.C.,

he planned to try to meet up with the

group.in Israel.
The Rochester lnterfaxth Leadership

Mission to Israel is sponsored by the Com-

mission on Christian Jewish Relations, of
the Jewish Community Federation of
Greater - Rochester -and the Greater

. Rochester Community of- Churches. . |
* . For some of the pilgrims, such as Dea-
con Brian McNulty, diocesan ecumenical

officer, the mp will be their first to Israel.

" For others, it will a return trip — Rabbi
- Katz' 17th, for example. - - .
Blshop Clark is retummg for a fourth
visit. .

-- However, the bishop noted, “The prin-

cipal difference is this is consciously, de- -
liberately, systematically an interfaith trip -

for (Christians) and Jewish people for the

precise purpose of understanding others’

faiths-and deepemng relationships.

“I think it's a wonderful idea,” he said.”
“This is one more way of deepening un-

derstandmg of one another’s traditions.”
The trip is packed with tours, meetings,

_ talks and studies, focusing on religion and .
- history, the Middle East peace process and

Israeli politics, archaeology and history, s0-

- cial issues and interreligious issues.

The tentative agenda ificludes the Gar-

den of Gethsemane, Western Wall, Seaof
Galilee, the Dead Sea and Masada./Meet-. |

ings are expected with Christian Arabs, a
rabbi from the Melitz Centers for Jewish-

Zionist Education, Jerusalem Mayor Ehud
Olmert, and others. The trip coincides

with Israel s celebrauon .of its.50th an-

’ mversary

The trip is partly an outgrowth of the

Rochester-Agreement of 1996, which for-
- malized CatholicJewish relations. But it
- goes beyond the agreement to include oth- -
er Christians who also have been deepen-

ing relations with Jews over the years.

“Thereis strong groundwork forpeople’ | ‘

gious studies at Nazareth-College; Sister -

wanting to be together,” Rabbi Katz said.
And while tlerance is often afirst step for

some people, he said, “I believé this trip

will give us more understanding about our

- connection of roots and will- further our

understanding and appreciation.”

Father Joseph Brennan, a retired dioce- -
san priest active for decades in furthering |

Christian-Jewish relations, said, “We've

heen- talkmg about this (pilgrimage) for-

years.” He noted the. Women's Interfaith

_ Coalition had made such a pilgrimage in
the 1970s, and “They obviously bonded to-

gether closely as a result of that.”

- The current mission also includes Sister
Joan Sobala, SSJ, on sabbatical; Sister Su-

san Nowak, SSJ, assistant professor of reli-

Pai Schoelles, SSJ, president of St
Bernard’s Institute; Father Dan Tormey,
completing a term.as spiritual formation

-~ diréctor at the American College, Catholic

_University of Louvain in Leuven, Belgium;’
- Father James Lawlor, new pastor of St.

Catherine’s Church, Mendon; Suzanne
Schnittman, diocesan consistent life ethic
coordinator,]oan Pearson, an SBI student;
and Jane Napier, an SBI board member;

The Rev. J. Paul Womack, president of

the Greater Rochester Community of

: sthap Clark co leadmg 11- day inter azth | mission to Israeli

] Churches, a Umted Methodlst and
Lawrence Fine, executive director of the
Jewrsh Commumty Federation; American
- Baptist Rev. Dwight E. Cook; Episcopalian
"Felicia B. Clark; Unitarian-Universalist Rev.
- Richard S. Gilbert; University of Rochester
professor and Episcopalian, Frederick C.
_Jefferson Jr.; and Joseph U. and Lois Pos-
ner, Michael Schnittman (husband of
Suzanne - Schmttman), and Nathan L.
Jaschik, all active'in the Jewish comununity.
The American Jewish Committee’s Pro-
jectInterchange arranged this trip as one of
several intensive éducational experiences
for religious, political and civic leaders.
However, McNulty noted, “The kind of
diversity we bring as a group'is very un-.
usual, in that it’s religiously mixed, racial-
ly mixed, gender mixed, and we get along

" together well.

“We are going there with 2 fairly good
example of how diversity can work togeth-

. er for the good of the community, and try-

ing to learn how they use diversity so we
can improve what we do here together,” he
‘added. -

Aside from such expectauons, he said,
“I'm excited as all get-out, to assist my bish-.
‘op in liturgy at a place like Bethlehem is
enough to make the trip right there.”

The deacon and Bishop Clark both
talked of i increasing understandmg rather

- than “romanticizing” the Israel of today.

“I think people around our dioccse
‘would have a pretty good insight into the

- importance of that today, when life can be

so fractious and divided sometimes, and
when it can be easy in our culture to dis-

" |- miss people who think differently,” the

bishop said.

“I hope this will be an example.of the:
real possibilities among religious groups
which hold different beliefs, that there is
much in common,” he said.

“With us the work is well on its way,” not-
ed Isobel Goldman, director of communi-

-ty relations for the Jewish Federation. *

We can go to the (Western) Wall together
and observe Shabbat and we can hear the
bishop do a Mass in Bethlehein two days
later. We're ready for this experience, but
our communities aren’t necessarily ready
for this experience.

“So we need to be the messengers who
come back. ... Everybody on the trip knows
it has togo beyond us and further

EDITORS’ NOTE: Cathohc Courier siaff

" writer Kathleen Schwar and photographer Greg
" Francis are accompanying the group and will
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