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Letters Policy
The Catholic Courier wishes to
provide space for readers Lhroughout

the diocese to express opinionsonall |

sides of the issues. We welcome orig-

inal, signed letters about current is- -
- sues affecting church life. -

_ Although we cannot publlsh_every

letter we receive, we seek, insofar as -
possible, to provide a balanced rep-.
resentation of expressed opinions .

and a variety of reflections on life in
the church. We will choose letters for

- publication based on likely reader in-

terest, timeliness and a sense of fair
play. Our discerning readers may de-

- termine whether to agree or “disagree

with the letter writers’ opinions.

Leétters must not_exceed 500 .
. words. Anonymous letters-and the

use of pseudonyms are unacceptable.
We reserve the right to edit letters for

" legal and other concerns. With re-

spect to errors in submitted text, we
mll correct spe

Aling only. -
Mail letters to: Catholic Courier, -

PO. Box 24379, Rochester, N.Y.

*14624. Please include your full name,
. phone number and complete address --
‘ t‘or purpom of venﬁmuon. o

To the editors;
‘As Catholics and other Chnsuans lum-

ber along, ideologic. reforiners have been
busy effecting the removal 'of Christian

influence from publiclife. Christians, of- -
fering little resistance-and only minor

complamt, have simply acquiesced to the

, suppressxon 'of even the most modest € ex: | 1
: pressnons of Christian culture.

Public educatlon, the trophy of secular

humanists, provides stark example of the |
-'wholesale capitulation of Christians to
philosophies often intolerant of Christian |

faith-and values. Despite the holding of -

" majority enrollmerits — aid: concomitant

tax receipts — at most public schools,

- Christians have, nonetheless, surrendered

principles, tradmogs and history to the

. self-proclaimed “multi-culturalists” and

guardians of political correctness.

Did most Catholics think that i it would -

just stop with the ban on prayer in public

- schools? Or maybe after the lmplementa- |

tion of variant sex education programs, -
or the revision of history texts diminish-
ing and d:stortmg Christian influence? .
Are Christians sufficiently stunned by the
arrogance and presumption of those
“champions of tolerance” who insist on
the removal of Christmas trees from pub-
lic schools because such ornaments are
“offensive?” '
Well, the beast has an msatlable ap- _
petite,-and next on the list of Christian ef-
fects to be jettisoned are the historical dat-

" ing appellations B.C. (Before Christ) and
~ A.D. (Anno Domini, Year of the Lord).

These terms are to be replaced by B.C.E.
(Before thé. Common Era) and C.E.

(Commion Era).-B.C. and A.D. recognize -
Christ as the Lord of history, and are des- -
ignations of the-Christian calendar in use

in America; until now.

" The New York State Department of Ed- -

ucation has determined that the honor

_due Christ, as well as the respect accord- -

ed tradition and convention, be‘replaced
with something more appeasing of any- .
one but Christians. The new designa-
tions of C.E. and B.C.E. are now being

used for dates on'New York State Regents -
-tests and other statewide competency ex:

aminations. These tests, produced by the
New York State Pepartment of Educa-
tion, are administered to almost all pub- -
lic and private high school students in the

" state, including all Catholic high schools. -
And what, if anything, has been the :

Christian response?

Perhaps the Catholic Courier will .ex-

plain that June 25th -froft page story,

- “Daily Life in Jesus’ Time,” and all of

those generous doses of the B.C.E/C.E.
designations. Some readers might rea--

_ sonably conclude that the unqualified in- - |
troduction and liberal use of those new

titles was, in fact, the primary and:only

What's the pomt of usmg ]cwmh datc’

) purpose for that. story.
For: general consideration, what of our-
Catholic faith do we truly value when we
so willingly abandon or trade away our
religious patrimony when pressed by ag-
gressive ideologues? Where is our trea- |
. sure when we so readily withdraw from

the defense of our Lord’s nghtful place in

1 our lives?

Our Lord does not receive glory from

-men, but Christ did counsel that whoev-
‘er denies him before men, he also will

Era (C.E.) denies Christ, and that is the
promiinent feature common to its pro-
ponents. / I PR

W Randolph Smith |

L - Rochester .

EDITORS’ NOTE: According to Catholic
Neuws Service’s “Stylebook on Religion, "CE,

. or Common Era, is the Jewish equivalent- of
A.D., and was “adopted by Jews:to deal wzth
the Gregorian calendar without accepling
Chyristian perspective of viewing Chri;t’s birth

- as the central event of history.” -

-CNS advises Catholic publications to use
CE. “only in quoted matter or in stories deal- |
ing. wzth Judaism or Jewish-Christian tela-
tions...

For-our story “Daily life in Jesus’ time,” the
writer decided to use C.E. for effect because

“his subject was fi TSt-century Jewish culture.

- The necessity of using C.E. in that conlext is

debatable, and it clearly was a mistake to use
the term without explanation. No “hzdden

-agenda” was at work, however. -

Encourages church to rethmk _-

its rehance on

: To the editors: -

*-Your recent spread on bmgo was inter-
esting. I realize that many parishes, ours’
included, may be hard put to replace bin-
go income were it to be. abolished. I also
notice that many parlshnoners have be-
come rather “dependent” on this “recre-

ation” and ‘might be rather perturbed |
* should bingo be stopped. This-is readily
.understood; as bingo is after all a form of

gambling and-therefore can be addictive.
The point of this letter is that I felt one

glaring omission in the article after I fin- |- :

ished it. The nature of giving, of charity
was not mentioned. I'm no theologian,
but any f form of gambling appeals not to

- free will, genuine sacrifice or spirituality,-

but rather to our physxology The rush,

the anticipation, the agony or ecstasy are

false gods, are they not?
I realize that bingo is rather popular -

.and that many mildly-enjoy it and realize

bingo revenues

‘that the money is going to a great cause.
Some péople however are hooked. Why?
-Because it's dangérous. Nature of the |
beast. Fhis also deprives many of the op- |
portunity to sacrifice freely. I think

* there’s a substantial difference between a
baked food sale and putting dancing girls
in front of the Church on Sunday morn-
ing. I think it’s time that our Churches

. took a hard look at both bingo and- our

call to Charity.
© Mark Sclplom ,
Caves Place, Rochester
‘ : via e-mail
ED[T ORS’ NOTE We don’t dispuie Mr.
 Scipioni’s point, but we are having a tough -

- time determining to which Courier article he-

, refers. The most likely. passzbduy was a March
3 article that mentioned bingo in passing, but
Jocused on church opposition to casino gan- |
-bling in New York state. For that very nason,
udld not addrcss pamh concerns.

deny before his Father. The Common |
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