
ately, teen shooting 
rampages seem to be 
breaking out in rapid-fire 
order across America. 

Tragedies in Mississippi, 
Kentucky, Arkansas and Oregon 
between September 1997 and 
May 1998 have left 15 people 
dead and 44 injured. In all four 
cases, the accused slayers were 
gun-brandishing teenage boys 
who performed their attacks on 
school grounds. 

Could such an Incident occur 
here in western New York? 
Sasha Campbell believes it's 
possible. 

"It can hit really close to home. 
Nothing is impossible if it's the 
right time, the right day. It's 
gotten to the point where people 
don't know what's going to 
happen," said Sasha, 15, a 
parishioner at St. Bridget's 
Church in Rochester. She 
attends Wilson Magnet High 

School in Rochester. 
Sasha bases her opinion not 

only on the national incidents, 
but also her own environment. 
Every so often, the sound of 
gunfire reaches her home in the 
southwest section of Rochester. 

"You can hear the gunshots 
within a one-mile area," she 
explained. 

These blasts, she said, are the 
byproduct of gang and drug 
wars — and they often involve 
teenagers. So although she's 
never actually witnessed a 
shooting, Sasha worries about 
her own safety as well as her 
family's. 

"I have an older brother who 
lives in the same neighborhood, 
and he walks his dog all the 
time," Sasha said. 

When Sasha hears of any 
crime linking teens with 
firearms, she said that three 
questions quickly come to mind: 

"Who would do this? Why? And 
how did they get the gun?" 

These questions have also 
been debated in society. For 
instance, a story in the July 6 
issue of Time magazine listed 
several possible motives for the 
accused teens: rejection by 
girlfriends and other 
schoolmates; family discord; 
and preoccupation with violent 
television shows, video games 
and rock music lyrics. 

Sasha's perplexity at how the 
teens obtained the guns is 
another key issue at hand. Teens 
interviewed for this story — as 
well as the mother of a teen — 
agreed that teens should never 
have open access to firearms. 

Barbara Burns said that she 
and her husband, Tom, grew up 
With guns in their houses but 
were taught proper safety 
precautions. Now, she said, they 
observe the same guidelines 
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Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop­
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Miscellaneous 

CLEAN, SAFE, FILTERED 
Internet access. Blocks bad 
sites before it enters your 
home. Call Family Voice 
716/454-0450. 

.Help Wanted 

EARN MONEY READING 
books! $30,000/yr. income 
potential. Details 
800-513^343, ext. Y-1467. 

Wanted to Buy Financial Services 

Furniture, Trunks, Clocks, 
Sterling and China, Linnens. 

Wanted: complete estates and house­
holds. Sell to me for cash or I will 
conduct a sale for you. ' 

SRarifyas59ntifues 
716-647-2480 

MORTGAGES 
• Purchase ^ » . • Refinance 

Riverview Mortgage Corp. 
. Refiucred NYS Mottjajc Broker 

NYS Banking Department 
Loam arranged Ihroufh third party knden 

(716)424-2040 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Home Improvement 

CARPENTRY: Handyman ser­
vice. Will do odd jobs. No job 
too smalt. Call Ken 
716-247-8785. 

MASONRY REPAIR: brick 
steps, sidewalks, basements, 
patchwork. Reasonable. 35 
yrs. exp. etc. 716-323-1007. Al 
Meyvis, Sr. 

Moving & Hauling 

Roofing Siding 
& Gutters 

Tree Care 
& Removal 

Celling Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED 
CEILINGS 9' x 12' ceiling 
only $59; Water Damage, 
drywall, plaster repairs. 
Quality work; reasonable 
prices. 716-392-5076. 

Hicks Home Heating 
Call us for Summer Comfort! 

Heat & Air Conditioning 
Specialists 

• Sales • Service • Installation 
Family Owned & Operated 

424-4848 

KD Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
hotMchold moving and 
deliveries. 

Hit or Smalt. We do Hum All' 
473*610/475-4357 

23 Arlington St. Rochester NY 14607 
NYDOT«9t»7 
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Established 1912 

George R. Bowman, Sr. 
• Roof Repairs • Siding • 
• Replacement Windows • 

• Seemless Aluminum Gutters • -
• Gutter Cleaning • ke Problems • 

671-3270 
671-2912 

Leonard Mullen 
Tree Services 

. Complete Tree Removal 
Landscaping 

Stump Removal 
Free Estimates 

Over 20 Years Experience 
Fully Insured 

716-271-2804 

Counseling 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

Some lifting involved. 9am to 

5pm. Friendly atmosphere. 

High school graduate. 

t, 453 Portland Ave. 

Janice Rcsnick, MSW, CSW 

Individual Counseling 

467-6905 

M Ktyvto Jr. Wir1«/Ext*rtof 
Painting oarages, porches, smal 
Iwnes, basement wah repaired, wet 
beaetmnt problems, gutters cleaned, 
al types of home repair. 
Small fobs welcome • Senior 
Mecoum716402-M36'323-2(7t 

Call 
1 16-32843401o 
advertise in the * «» "* 
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