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‘Baby
_Continued from page 1
- According to the Ameriean Socxety for

Reproductive Medicine, which compiles
statistics from fertility- clinics, more than

" 70,000 babies were born in 1994 through
such techniques as in-vitro fertilization and

gamete intrafallopian transfer (GIFT).
GIFT involves removal of eggs, collection
of sperm, theri reintroduction of unfertil-

ized eggs and sperm into the Fallopran

tubes, allowing ¢onception to take-place in:

side the woman, rather than in a lab.
The society, based-in Birmingham, Ala,,
also estimated that in 1994 some 60,000

babies were born through donor insemi-

nation — with semen from a donor other
than the husband. :

Further, experts-esumate that by the '

“mid:1990s, medications to: stifhulate ovu-

lation, such as Clomid, were resulting in
moré than 300,000 pregnancies each year. -|.

-Producing a child through ART meth-

-ods does. not come cheaply. In-vitro pro-
cedures, for example, cost an average of .
$10,000 per try; several tries usually are

_needed. .
Added costs

Beyond massive bills, ART has also be-
gun to leave a trail.of legal and etlncal

* problems.

The New: York Court of Appeals, for ex- -

ample, ruled May 7 on the case of a couple
who, as part of their divorce, battled for

. control of their five frozen embryos. Mau- -

réen Kass wanted to.use them for implan-

_ tation. Steven Kass did not want to have a .
child with: his former wife, and wanted to -

~ donate.the embryos to research. -
Per-an agreement they previously signed

- that-any unused: embryos be donated for .

research, the appeals court upheld a lower
_court ruling awardmg the embryos to

Steven Kass. ~ -
‘A report of the New York State Task

Force on Life and the Law, released April-

29, concluded that not enough lawsexist to
cover all the implications of ART.

- - Sally True, an Ithaca lawyer'who wason |

- the task force, observed that technology is. -

advancing so fast that laws can’t keep up.

“It makes for difficult law,” observed -

True, a member of St. Catherine of Siena
Parish, Ithaca, and-chairperson of the dio-
cese’s: Stewardshlp Councnl “What you

-have aré cases that leap over certain issues.”
She cited by way of example the women

- who bear children with denor eggs. This

creates.a situation in which there are two

. mothers: a gestational mother —: the

woman who carried the child — and a bio-
logical mother.

“There’sno dlsposition ruling_on who is

 the mother in certain areas,” True said. .~
- Although the task force’s 474-page re-
: port contains a number of recommenda-’
. tions, critics have pomted to some weak--

nesses. Among the critics are task force
members.who submitted two minority-re-
ports that were appended to the report.

- The minority reports raise. concerns

about who controls frozen embryos, and.
about a lack of limits on the number of em-
‘bryo implants during in-vitro procedures :

A limit, they say, would reduce the chances

that some babies mxght have to be “selec- |

tively reduced” or aborted.
Meanwhile, Father Bonnici, ina wnlten
response to-the ART repoit on behalf of

the New York State Catholic Conference, " |
criticized the report for not making rec- -

ommendations concerning the destruc-

.| tion of embryosand the > disryption of fam-
- | ily relationships '+ situations wherem LS
- person can becomea parent without his or
" her consent, even after death.
" . “Children are not commercial prodicts

that can be manufactured or discarded at

* will,” Father Bonnici wrote. “They are pre-
cious gifts of a loving God, to which no.6ne
- has an absolute entitlement.” :

The church’s view

 Although - Jack’s ‘conscience is clear
about using ART to produce a child, it is
equally clear that he and Jill opted for

* some _ reproductive technologies the
~ church opposes:

Clear as well is that the entire area of

 ART — and the emotional issues attached
— needs more attention from the church;

according Marvin Mich, a professor of the-
ology at St. Bernard’s Institute.
" “It’s a pastoral issue, and I don’t think

- its bemg addressed for a variety of rea-
sons,” asserted Mich, who teaches acouirse
_on biomedical ethics and is on ethics com-

mittees.at Rochester’s St. Mary’s and Hor-
nell’s St. James Mercy-hospitals. :
Part of the difficulty, Mich explained, is

: that Catholics-are not talkmg about repro- -

ductive technolognes withtheir pastoral

leaders .
“People go off and deal wrth itasamed-

_ical problem, not as an ethical problem,

Mich said. “There's probably some em-

- barrassment about it. They don’ t want to, .
~ talk about it.”

At the same time, he said the church
gives a double message: Be procreative, but
don’t take advantage of some of the new
techniques to be procreative.

‘Moreover, Father Bonnici told the Coun.
er, assuming that with reproductlve tech-

) nologies “ignorance is bliss” opens one to

a whole series of potential problems.
“Ofientimes I find myself with a couple
‘who sought to.conceive a child with tech-

: nology, and they found themselves in a .

quagmire,” he said. “In that case, igno-
rance is not bliss.”

Farther Bonnici cited such problems as
what to do with unused embryos produced
by procedures, what to do when one be-
comes pregriant with several babies, how

to pay] bills that can amount to tens of thou-

sands of dollars, and how to deal with emo- |

tional ‘strésses generated by dealmg with
all these other dilemmas.
" “It can create an incredible burden for

- the couple,” Father Bonnici said ‘
‘The church believes, Mich noted; that

“the‘procreative and the unitive have tobe

-expressed simultaneously in the act of in-
tercourse. The coming together of the egg.
- and sperm should not be ext.ra-corporeal :

”

outside the

The church welcomes technologies that -
- .assist the human act, but do not replace it,

he noted. Thus, for example, takmg fertil-

ity drugs is allowed.

The church also allows pregnant women

“who have life-threatening medical condi-
 tions to take advantage of operations, treat-
ments and. medications for those condi-. |

tions, even if the treatments will indiréctly

result in the death of the child. Thus, for -

example, a pregnant woman with cancer

could undergo chemotherapy or radiation -

treatments, even though they could result
in the loss of the child. :
- Ectopic pregnancy isanother. hfe-thmt-

" ening condition, in which an unborn child

has begun to develop in-a Fallopian tube
rather than a woman’s uterus. The stan-
dard treatment is removal of the affected

_tube, which results in the death of the un- -
"born child. But since the treatment was of |
_ the condition, and not directly intended to

S

kill the child, church teachings permit it..
 Inaddition, because of its strong stand
on the exclusivity of the marital act, the
church does not accept the introduction of
individuals other than the couple in the
. creation of a child. Consequently donated -
sperm and eggs are not allowed, noris sur--
rogate parenthood.
.Another concern of the church is that
beyond separating the unitive and procre-
ative aspects of the conjugal act, some of

the new technologies also result in the loss

- of life through “ selective reduction” and

" discarding of unused embryos.’

In the eyes of the church, both invelve
killing a human being. The church doesal-
low prenatal diagnostic procedures — am-
niocentesis, for example — when the pro-

- cedures do not threaten-the life of the
“unborn child or the mother, and are in-
tended to provide informatior for pre- or.
postnatal care of the child: But it prohibits
such procedures when they are intended
o 1dent1fy— and then abort—a cluld with
4 serious birth defect.

'No quick answers

“The church’s teachmgs concemmg TE-
productive technology are summarized in -
the National Copference of Catholic Bish-
ops 1995 doc iment, “Ethical and Reli-
gious Directives for Catholic Health Care
Services.” They, are also-outlined in Vati-
can Congregation for the Doctrine of the’
Faith’s 1987 “Instruction on Respect for
Human Life in Its Origin and on the Dig-
nity of Procreation” (often referred to sim-

ply as Donum vitae) and in the Catechism of
the Catholic Church. :
_ Father Bonnici said that the chunch can't
-give quick answers on specxfic techniques
because the technology is-advancing so
rapidly. But, he added, the teachings it -
does provide are clear and provnde a basis
for making decisions. At the samé time, he
acknowledged, some people. may not like
the conclusions reached through careful
reflection on church teachings. . -
~ “I'think one of the things that needs to

" be conveyed to couples in that situation is

no one has a right to a child — .which can

be a hard message to convey,” Father Bon-

nici said. “A child must be embracedas a_
| gift: a gift from God. - X
. “Not receiving that gnft is'in no way a
sngn of fallure ora rejecuon by God he
‘ added
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