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T One of the great men of the' church )

* died on June 24 at age 89. Father Louis
Putz, CSC, was a pioneer inchampioning
the rights and respons:bnlmes of lay
Catholics, -an innovator in seminary for-
mation, the founder of a Catholic pub-
lishing house, the author of severalbooks
of his own, the founder of the Young
Christian Students_ {YCS), and a co-

founder of the Christian Farnily-Move- | |
ment (CFM). Later in life he founded Har-

- vest House, a-parish-based social center
- for retirees, and the Forever Learnmg In-
stitute, an educational prograim, also. for
retirees, both located in South Bend, Ind.

“My life,” he told a local reporter five’

years ago, “has been really building
‘groups to be apostolic ...
other ~peop1e;~l’ve worked with students,
families, seniors and seminarians.”
One of his contemporaries in the Con-

gregauon of Holy Cross pointed cut at- |

. thee time that Louis Putz was “always by
- instinct on the cutting ‘edge of what is go-

ing o happen next in'the Church.” And

so he was. :

" Born in Bavaria. (m a small town near

the birthplace of Cardinal Joseph

Ratzinger), Louis Putz came to the Unit-

ed States at age 14 to study at Holy Cross

Seminary on the campus of the Universi-

ty of Notre Dame, The arrangements had_

to take care of |

theology. -

| By Farmer Riciarp P .\( BRrirN

been made for him by an aunt who was a

at St. Mary’s College. Speaking only his
‘native Geérman, young Louis arrived at El

* While at Notre Dame he would occasion-
ally baby-sit for the children of Knute
Rockne.

His initial encounter w:th the progres-
sive theology and pastoral approaches
that would later be endorsed and adopt-

‘curred during his studies in France in the

" church, and also to the work of Canon
Joseph Cardijn, a Belgian priest (later a

~ cardinal) who founded the Young Christ-

essays in -

member of the Holy Cross sisters, based

. lis Island with a tag attached to his cloth- .
ing: “Deliver me to South Bend, Indiana.™

-ed by the Second Vatican Council oc: -

_ early 1930s. There he was introduced to -
the Catholic Action movement with its. |
heavy emphams on lay involvement in the |

, practice He was appointed religious su- |

_perior of Morcau Seminary on the Notre |

ian Workers (known popularly as the jo-

| cists).

- Hereturned to the - University of Notre :
- Dame when war broke otit in 1939. Ik was
at Notre Dame, in 1940, that he launched -

the Young ‘Christian Student moveiment
and then, in 1947, co-founded the Chris-
tian Family Movement. A year later, with

.| aninitial donation of $500, he established
| Fides Publishing House to bring the best

of the new thinking from Europe to

- Catholics in the United States. Through-
Fides he pubhshed translations of some. |

of the greatest scholars and pastoral lead-

-ers in France, Germany, and Belgium, in-

cluding Yves Congar, Joseph Jungmann,

- Cardiial Joseph Suenens, and Cardmal )

Emmanuel Suhard.

And he was himself a productive writer.

Amnong his published works were “The-
ology of the Apostolate™ (1958); “The

Sacraments: Magic or Mystery?” (1961); -

“The Modern -Apostle” (1964); and ‘a

- book of meditations on the church year

entitled, “The: Lord’s Day” (1963).

In 1966, a year. after another of his | -

books “Seminary Education in a Time of
Change” appearéd, he was presented with
the challenge of putting his ideas into

Dame campus. lnspxred by the councnl s

mandate for change in semmary forma-
tion, he transformed the program from
oné of strict regimentation to one that
empha51zed personal freedom and re-

sponsibility. Taking 4 leaf out of Canon

.Cardl_]n s book, he encouraged faculty

and students to meet regularly in small "
groups for prayer, discussion, and prob-

- lem-solving.

Im doing:so, he prov1ded his seminari-
‘ans not only with a new. vision of the
priesthood but of the church itself. For
Louis Putz, as for the council, the church
was the whole People of God — laity as
well as clergy and religious — and the -
priesthood was not so miuch a state in life "
as a ministry of service to those in need, -

- both inside and outside the church. . -

He held fast to those theological con-
victions threughout the remainder of his
long life. Inan interview given a few years
before his death, he insisted: “The Church
is a new church today. The big emphasis
up to riow was clerical, but now the
Church needs.to be run by the laity.”
Every pastorally involved Catholic lay
person today owes to him and to pioneers
like him the opportunities they have had
for mmlstenal service in the church.
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Father McBrien isa professor of theology at

the Unwerszly of Notre Dame.

Stop stressmg, start focusmg on ]esus

Sunday’s Readmgs (R3) Luke 10:38°

: -42 (Rl)Genesxs 18:1-10; (R2) Colossians -

1:24-28.

People are different. Everi-within the

‘same family. Take Mary and Martha in |°
Sunday’s Gospel. They were sisters, butas X

. different as day and night.

Martha was a doer. The mother . hen.. |
~ You can see her, can’t you? Wiping her

hands on her apron and brushing the hair

back out of her eyes as she hurries about |

. making sure that everyone is taken care
of. And then there’s Mary. A dreamer

‘more than a doei: While Martha hurries |-

about getting the house in order, Mary
posmons herself at the feet of the Rabbi
in rapt attention. She has never met any-

one like Jesus before. Such wisdom, such

power. Mary is swept up by Christ’s words.
Martha wishes Mary were swept up
_with the chores that have to be done. All
- her life Martha has been doing while her
sister has been dreaming. Oh, Martha
loved Mary, she just wished she would do
her share. In fact she complained aboutiit

~ to the Master. “Lord, are you not con- -

. cerned that my snster hasleft me all alone>
Tell her to help me.”

| - Jesus loved and admired both of these |
. woimen. With an undemtandmg smile he -

" said, “Martha you are anxious.and upset |
about ‘many: thmgs, one thmg onlyi is re- .

By FATHER ALBER] Sn AMON
‘qulred" ' o
- things” — that certainly is a phrase for our
time. We are a restless people obsessed
with many things and anxious aboeut these
~many things. Hans Selye has coined a

term for this condition: stress. Stress is the
response to life under tension.

'AIDS. Stress is frequently found as the

arthritis, colitis, asthma, uneven heart

lieve that 75 t0-90. percent of all reported

" best- sellmg prescription drugs in Ameri-

-high blood pressure, and Tagamet for ul-

“You are anxious and upsel about many

Stress may be killing more people. than _
major cause for respifatory infections, -
-thythms, c1rculatory problems and even
cancer. The doctors of the American.
Academy of Psychosomatic Medicine be-

diseases are due in part to stress. Three |

‘ca are Valium for relaxation, Inderal for

 cers. Stress takes a heavy toll on us.

We are anxious and upset about. many
things. But Jesus said, “One thing only is
required.” Martha wanted to be the per-

fecthostess, and that is well and good. But | -

. the Master was in her home. He only had
ashort time to spend there. Martha had
the ‘opportunity to soak up words -that

| would enrich her life immeasurably. Ger- -

tainly the needs of her guests were im-
portant, but this was not the time. How

 foolish we can be when we do not keep :

life in its proper perspecuve
- If we are anxious about many things,it

-may be that our priorities are out of order
There is one priority that will make the
others easier: Spend.some time each day -

with Jesus. Learn from ‘Mary’s example.
Take time to,sit at the feet of Jesus. That
can be done by reading the Scriptures

€ach day, by prayer and mieditation. Mo--

ments in his company will help you sort

out the rest of your- priorities. When life

gets hard, time with him is essential.
-Have you ever been in a hurry and but-

toned up a long overcoat with lots of but- -

tons and when you were-done, found out

that the coat was uneven? What went -
~wrong? I'll tell you. You didn’t get the first

button in the nghl hole; and all the rest”

- of the buttons were out of sequence asa-
- result. That sa parable about life. jesus

said it this way in the. Sermon on the
Mount: “Seek first the kingdom of God
and his righteousriess, and all these things
will be given you besides” (Mt 6:33). e
~ If the Lord God is not the high priori-

ty in your life, then, like the overcoat, so

|- many other things in life will be out of

whack as well.
X X

Father Shamon is. admzmstmtor of St. Isaac
jogues Chapel, Fleming.

Dazly Readmgs

Monday, July 20 - '
‘ chah 6:14, 6-8; Matthew 12:3842
Tuesday, July 21
Micah 7:14-15, 18-20;
Matthew 12:46-50
‘Wednesday, July 22
Jeremiah 1:1, 4-10;
~ John 20:1:2, 11-18
Thursday, July 23
" Jeremiah 2:1:3, 7.8, 12-13;
Matthew 13:10-17
Friday, July 24
Jeremiah 3:14-17;
Matthew- 13:18-23
Saturday, July 25
2 Corinthians. 4:7-15;.

Matthew 20:20:28

Wecldmg
Grutdc

% CRAFTS & THINGS %_

" 352 EMPIRE BLVD., ROCHESTER, NY 14609

_716-654-8308 « SAVE * DO IT YOURSELF! .
. «insirucion Books .+ Cake Tops « Sik Flowers
»-WW . Fqu;piu ~Veing ’

JMJM

For that one speaal occasion you’II want per/edwn )

2279 Clifford Ave.
(near Culver)

(716) 482-1001 |

PerfectSemng 1
 for the Perfect Wedding|

Packages stort ot $44.95.
Choice dates still availoble in |.
‘r“ - 1998-ond 1999
Vineyords * 2287 Tork Hill Rood, Fairpont, NY ¢ (716) 2234210

Wildwood, NJ

* 5 days/4 nights * 8 meals . Show . Casmo

 Myrtie Beach, SC
. e5da
Ocean

-] days/4 nights >- 8 meals » boat ride -
: Arizona, Las Vegas & The Grand Canyon

4 nights » 8 meals * 3 Shows

Pack You Bag !

from 3138 OO*A
_from _5219.00*

from

" » Round-trip airfare from Buffalo 8 days/7 nights » 8 ‘meals

. * Motorcoach touring . ..
- California Coast & Las Vegas :

rate $1099.00

. * Round-trip airfare from- Buffalo *10 days/g nlghts .11 meals

"« Motorcoach fodring
European Adventure

* Round-trip airfare from\Newark *13 days/12 nights  § dinners
) Contlnental breakfast daily » Motorcoach’ taunng

$175.00* |
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