
Abraham and Sara 
BY JOE SARNICOLA 

Abraham stood in the entrance of his 
tent. He could think only of the. heat. It 
seemed as if it had not rained in a very 
long time, and the sun glared 
oppressively overhead. Even the 

"livestock could feel it. The Israelites 
were easilfi agitated with each other 
over things that really were not 
important. 

"Godv visit my people," Abraham 
prayed. "Send us.your blessing that we 
may live in peace with one another." 

Immediately three men approached 
Abraham's tent. Abraham ran. to meet 
them and said, "Good men, let me 
bring water so that you may wash your 
feet. And I will bring food. Sit under 
the shade of the tree, eat your fill, and 
after, continue on your journey." 

One of the men answered, "We 
accept your kindness. Bring us water 
and food." j 

Abraham's wife, Sara, made fresh 
bread with her finest flour. One of the 
servants roasted a fresh steer from the 
livestock and brought fresh milk and 
cheese. The meal was brought before 
the visitors who ate while sitting under 

a tree. As he was 
eating, the tallest 
of the three 
men, who was 
wearing 

• expensive robes 
and sandals, 
said, "Where is 
Sara? Is that not 
your wife's 
name?" 

"Yes," 
Abraham 
replied, "my 
wife's name is 
Sara. She is still 
in the tent. She 
baked the bread 
you have before 
you." 

"And where is 
your son?" the 
man asked. 

Abraham 
looked down at the ground and said 
flatly, "Sir, I have no son." 

"In one year's time I will return," the 
man responded. "I promise you, by that 
time, Sara will be holding her own son 
in her arms." 

In the tent, Sara laughed. 
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"Imagine me having a child now," 
Sara thought. "I am much too old to 
have children." 

She laughed again. 
The man heard her and said to 

Abraham, "Look at me." 
Abraham suddenly realized that it 

was the Lord who was speaking to him 
and fell down on his knees. 

"Abraham, why did your wife 
laugh?" the Lord said. "Is there 
anything your God cannot do? I say to 
you again, in one year, Sara will bear 
you a son." 

Just as the Lord promised, Sara and 
Abraham had a son. They named him 
Isaac, which means "laughter." 

"God made me laugh with his 
promise, now he has given me cause 
for rejoicing," Sara said. 

Abraham, who was now 100 years 
old, proclaimed a feast and everyone 
celebrated with him. 

God paid another visit to Abraham. 
"Because Isaac is your son," the 

Lord said, "I will make your 
descendants a great nation, and Isaac 
will share in that greatness." 

Q&A 
READ MORE ABOUT IT: 

Genesis 18 
l.What did the visitor promise 

Abraham? 
2. How did Sara to the promise? 
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Puzzle 
God honored Abraham 
because of his faith. 

Chapter 11 of the Book 
of Hebrews is sometimes 

called "the roll call of foith." 
Circle the names of the 

Bible characters in the list 
below who are mentioned in 

that chapter. 
Answers on page 9 

Abel, Ezekiel, Enoch, 

Nathan,Nbah, Jacob, 

John, Joseph, Anthony, 

Moses, Omar, Jethro 
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