Poj)e adds to canon law. |

Teachmgs requzre assent

« By Cindy Wooden
Cathohc News Service

.. VATICAN CITY — Citing the need to.de-
fend the Catholic faith, Pope John Paul I

changed the Code of Canon Law to up- -

derline Catholics’ obligation to acceptl

. church teaching.

. The pope said he was addmg two items
to canon law “to defend the faith of the

Catholic Church,” particularly when deal-

ing with teachings that are “definitive” but

have not been proclaimed as infallible.

In an apostolic lettef, “Ad Tuendam Fi-
dem” (“To Defend the Faith”), the pope or:
dered the changes to be made in the Latin-
rite and Eastern-rite codes of canon law.

The Vatican press office distributed the - {
| ditional levels of church teaching and the

letter June 30 in Latin and Italian. The of-
fice also published a commentary written
by Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, prefect of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

The commentary said the pope’s 1994
letter explaining that only men could be or-
dained to the priesthood was an example of
the teachmgs that require “firm and defin-
‘itive assent,” even if they are not solemnly
proclaimed as infallible.

“Whoever denies these truths would be

in a position of rejecting a truth of Catholic .

doctrine and would, therefore, no longer
be-in full communion with the Catholic
Church,” the doctrinal congregation said.
Canon 750 of the Latin code and Canon
598 of the Eastern code say Catholics must

believe all that is contained in the written -

Word of God and all that has been pro-
claimed as being divinely.revealed. .
The pope added a second paragraph to
each code to underline the assent required
when dealing with church t&u:hmg that has

-not’been proclalmed as dlvmely revealed.' :
but has been taught as belonging to the-
- Catholic faith and its unbroken tradition. .

- The new paragraph says: g
“Each and every. thmg definitively pro-

pesed by the magisterium of the church re-
garding faith and morals, that is those
which are required in order to-piously safe-

guard and faithfully expound the deposit of
faith, also must be firmly accepted and

held; one who denies the propositions

which are to be held definitively, therefore,
opposes the doctrme of the Catholic
Church.”

The second change ordered by the pope
applies church penalties to those who deny '

the definitive teachings.
- The papal letter reaffirmed the three tra-

type of assent required by each.

Truths contained in the Word of God
and those teachings which the church says
are divinely and formally revealed are in

the first category. .

Those who obsunately" doubt or deny
the first category of truths fall “under the

~ censure of heresy,” according to the doc- .

trinal congregation commentary.

Truths in the first category include every-
thing in the creed, the solemnly defined
dogmas regarding Christ, the real presence
of Jesus in the Eucharist, the infallibility of
the pope and “the grave immorality of di-
rect and voluntary killing of an innocent
human being,” the congregation said.

The second category includes dogmatic

and moral teachings “which are necessary

for faithfully keeping and expounding the
deposit of faith, even if they have not been
‘proposed by the magxstcrmm of the church
as formally revealed.™

Pope bestows palliums
Portiand Archbishop John G. Viazny kneeis before Pope John Paul i to
receive the paliium June 29. The white cloth, symbolizing unity with the

lc See, was given to 19 archbishops, including Seattle Archbishop
Alexander J. Brunett, during the ceremony in St. Peter’s Basilica.

Truths in the second category have a log-
ical or historical connection to the truths in
the first category, the congregation said. It
gave several examples, including church

- teaching against euthanasia, the canoniza-

tion of saints, and the tcachmg that only
men can be ordained.

The third category refers to other teach-
ings of the pope or of bishops that are not.
intended to be definitive.

Pope John Paul’s three-page letter and
his changes to canon law regard only the
second category of church teaching.

The doctrinal congregation said, “Every
believer ... is required to give firm and de-

‘finit}ive assent- to these truths, based on

faith i in the Holy Spirit’s assistance to the

isterium and on the Catholic docmne,

of the mfalhbxllty of the magisterium in
these matters.”
It said the fact that they have not been

proposed as “formally revealed™ does not.

diminish their authority, nor does it rule

- out the possibility that some day a pope or

a church council will promulgate them at
the higher level. .
Regarding the teachings of the first and
second categories, the congregation said,
“it is important to emphasize that there is

no difference with respect to the full and ir- |

revocable character of the,assem which is
owed to these wachmgs
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SQMETIMES‘ PRAYER ALONE CAN HELP...
* “When the pain is very strong,” says Primosi

Mulemula, a 35-year-old Tanzanian with AIDS, “/

~ pray. Then it does not hurt so much.” Each day, Slster :
- Gratiana Nunuga travels up to 100 miles to help care

* Primosi is.immune to despair. Often, when medicine
- offers no answers, only people like- Sister Gratiana can
help. You can, too. Please pray for Sister Gratiana,
Primosi and the people of the Mwanza Diocese, And, .
- please, support the work of the Church in the
- Missions throu_gh the Propaganon of the Faith.

. for, and pray with, the’
~ '195 persons w1;h AIDS
who live in the Mwanza -
Diocese, At every visit,
‘Primosi a_sks Sister
Gratiana to pray with
“him. When she gives him
 -her hand, her smile is _
‘ reﬂected in his face;

The Socxety for THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH
% Please mail coupon to: Fr. Robert €, Bradler,
i -1150 Buffalo Rd., Dept.’C, Rocbestcr, NY 14624

O'S__(other)

Os00  -O$50 0§25 0 $10
Name:
Address . -
: .Ci‘t'.y , ~ State le -

. Please remember The Society for the Propagation of the Fallh ‘
‘ k o when wrmng or changlng your Will. J
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NOW’S THE

to purchase your child’s
school uniform.

Call or stop in foday
while we still have a large selectlon -
of sizes and qolors.

| Attie's

7 16-242-8640

1906 Monroe Avenue,.12 Corners Plaza, Bnghton .
Monday-Friday 10-9 « Saturday 10-6 * Sunday 12-5
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Until August!
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' SCHOOL UNIFORM:
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