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- The three-line adin t.he newspaper an-
nouncmg the upcoming garage sale fails
to. capture the behind-the-scenes work
and stress that have gone into prepanng _
for this event.

" I've never offxc:ally held or parucxpat—
ed in a garage sale. I often bring my box-
es of clothes, housewares and toys to a lo-
cal charity - not because I'm a do-gooder |.
but because I'm too tired or lazy to haul
out all my junk onto.card tables and have
strangers come by and barter over my old
belongings. Perhaps I also donate our’
boxes of stuff to local charities to assuage
my guilt that many of the things we buy
will eventually make their way to people
in real need. When we deliver our boxes

- to a neighborhood shelter, it’s painfully |

clear that our family’s trash is a needy |

family’s treasure. - ,
" . One of my friends was havmg a multi-
,famxly garage sale and it seemed like a .
good opportunity to clean house and to
motivate my kids to go through their toys
and clothes to see what we could get.rid.
of. When my friend announced the sale’s
'8 a.m. Saturday starting time, I made a
case for a twilight garage sale on a Friday
evening: I tried to convince her that

| there’s a whole segment of the popula--

tion who have never even been to a .
garage sale because they would rather
sleep than shop on Saturday mornings.
But the Girl Scouts were.meeting at my

. friend’s house.on Friday. night so Satur-

day morning it was. - .

As-1 began rummaging through our
bedrooms and basement to prepare for
the sale, I quickly became agitated over
the amount of stuff we've acquired, even -
after our countless promises to begin to
simplify our lives. As I began taking stock

“of-our stuff, T found myself uttering’
phrases repeatedly to my husband and
children: “We have too much stuff!-Do
you kids know there are children in the *
world who _don’t have any toys?” In the .
midst of this frénzy, I called another

-friend who was alse preparing for the :
_garage sale.

" “Hello!” she snapped uncharacterlstl- '
~cally into the ‘phone. Then she added,

“Oh I'm sorry. T've JUS[ come from the

} basement-and T can’t beheve how much '
- stuff we have.”

. Afew years ago when my klds were go-

ing through a stage of demanding a toy"
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By EirrieN Marx

or a treat anyfime we went to the store, I
came across a book, The Berenstain Bears
Get the Gimmies. The two bear cubs had a
similar problem that my kids were expe-,
riencing — “give me this and give me
that” each time they went to the store. Af-
ter one outing, Papa Bear told the cubs it

“was the worst case of the “galloping

greedy g1mmlcs he hiad ever seen. The

~ phrase “gimmies” has really stuck in our

home over the years and no one ever

‘wants to be accused of having a case of

them. As parents we wonder why our chil-
dren expect to be givenso much while we
continue to consume and to .be con-
sumed by material posséssions. We find

it difficult to be content with what we’

have. .

. Wearea socuety with a chronic case of
the “gimmies,” We have grocery stores
with 18 brands of one product on the

shelf. We have a cable TV channel j justfor

shopping. We have catalogs that arrive in
our mailboxes almost daily urging us to

1 buy more stuff. No matter where we turn,
. someone is trying to sell us something we
“really don’t need.

As 1 prepared for the garage sale and

sat among my boxes of ‘stuff, I came
across some images of the late Mother. |

“Teresa of Calcutta. Dressed in her trade-
‘mark white sari with a blue stripe, she was

reaching out to thé poorest of poor. The - |

only stuff Mother Teresa ever needed on

her life’s journey was a burning love for
‘Jesus and a _]oyful and generous heart to

serve people in need. Mother Teresa of-

‘ten spoke of the-great material wealth she-
-saw when visiting the United States and
" how a preoccupation with possessions

and riches can -easily lead to spiritual

|- poverty. After-one visit she remarked,
. “The spiritual poor that one finds in Eu-
h rope. and Americaisa difficult burden to
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- 4-cuts of Prime Rib - -
- Alaskan King Crab Legs -
- Jumbo Shrimp - . - :
-~ Australian Lobster Tails -

_ -Fresh Grilled Fish -
- Early Specials $10.95
‘Monday - Friday until 6 pm
Prime Rib « Grilled Swordfish
‘Chicken French-» Delmonico

Steak- « Chicken Wellington .
Sfuffed Shrimp -

Fish Specrals
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Special Attention Given to
Banquets & Parties
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» Gymnastics for- Boys & Gms
- Ages 6 Months:Adults

e Begmners 1o Highly Advanced
. Competmve Teams
-o Cheerleaders’ Welcomel _

e Half- Day & Full Day Camps
- » Prime Time Nursery School

TRA_INING CENTER
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388-8686
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7 carry. One day there springs the desil—"e
- for money and for all that money can
. prov1de — the superfluous, luxury in éat-

ing, luxury in dressing, trifles. Needs in- _
crease because one thing calls for anoth-
er. The result is uncontrollable
‘dissatisfaction.” .
Mother Teresa reminded us that if -
we’re so busy filling our lives with the

| best clothing; toys, food and furniture,

God can not find his way into our hearts.
She often said, “Let us remain as empty
.as possible so that God can fill us-up. For.

" not even God can put anything in‘a heart

that is already full. The more we become
empty of ourselves, the more we will be
able to be filled with God.”

" One week later I finished packing up
the final boxes — some for the garage sale
and some for a program to help home- -
less families who live less than a mile
from our home. Through parish and

.scouting programs, my family has been
involved in efforts to help these homeless
families living in.cramped single rooms
in “welfare motels,” where the average
age of a-homeless person'is 7.

As TI'loaded the boxes into our van, I
thought again of the words that came
from the small woman with the giant
heart: “Those who have had -many pos:
sessions, who have had many goods and
riches, are obsessed by them. They think -
that the only thing that éounts is pos-
sessing wealth. That is why it is so diffi-
cult for them to leave all things as.they
are dying. It is much easier for the poor,
who are so free, for this freedom allows

| them to depart this world with joy ... For
my part I must say that the poor are very

Jovable people, who give us more, much

more than we give them.”
XX

Marx lives in Lawrenceville, N.J., with her
husband and two children.
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Fr[day, June 19, at 8 pm .

: Sung by ’

- ELANA and MARK GIZZI-SCHMIDT

. Aooompamed by H. RICARDO RAMIREZ

. to benefit .

" HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Get into summer with a musical bouguet
of opera highlights and other selections from -
- musicals. Don't miss.this rare opportunity
to hear two great singers presenting
famous duets and solos.
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25 Empire Boulevard, Rochester, NY 14609
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