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According to the U.S. Bishops' 1994 

"Ethical and Religious Directives for 
. Catholic Health Care Services," Catholic 
health-care institutions are obliged to fol
low church teachings against abortion, eu
thanasia, sterilization and artificial con
traception. 

However, the same directives note that 
Catholic institutions are forming opera
tional alliances with secular institutions,' 
some of which do not comply with church 
teaching on all these issues. In such cases, 
the directives call on local bishops, and 
the Catholic health institutions involved, 
to take steps that ensure such alliances do 
not scandalize the faithful or compromise 
the church's ability to "reach on health
care issues. 

So why, if Park Ridge and St. Mary's are 
working together, can Park Ridge contin
ue to provide services that contradict 
church teaching? It all comes down to the 
agreement, Unity officials said. 

From the start of their negotiations, 
Unity officials said, Park Ridge and St. 
Mary's agreed that both institutions 
wished to remain what they each were — 
one, a secular hospital; the other, a 
Catholic hospital. 

"It was never the intention that Park 
Ridge hospital would become Catholic," 
said Sister Betsy MacKinnon, DC, vice 
president for mission at Unity. 
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Stewar t P u t n a m , p res iden t o f St . Mary ' s 

and vice president of Unity, added that 
St. M a r y ' s a n d P a r k R i d g e hosp i t a l s d i d 

share a strong commitment to the poor 
and the elderly — and die revenue chal
lenges that such a commitment entails, he 
said. 

Seventy p e r c e n t o f t h e p a t i e n t s c o m i n g 
to the two hospitals are either on Medic
aid or Medicare, Putnam explained. The 
federal government began cutting back 
on these programs a few years back, he 
recalled, compelling St. Mary's, in panic 
ular, to explore an alliance with another 
local hospital. 

"The ability of St. Mary's to survive by 
itself was significantly threatened," he 
said. 

Thus, the two hospitals have combined 
many of their services. For example, the 
Park Ridge campus will be home to St. 
Mary's new obstetrical unit, the Family 
Birth Centen This center, which is cur
rently under construction, will follow 
church teachings. Meanwhile, St. Mary's 
campus will become home to Park 
Ridge's new 120-bed nursing home, 
which will be located on the second and 
third floors of St. Mary's Hospital next 

year. 
Park Ridge has never performed abor

tions, and' agrees with church teachings 
on such end-of-life issues as physician-as
sisted suicide, according to Putnam. How
ever* he and other officials noted that 
Park Ridge will continue to offer such 
s te r i l i za t ion s e r v i c e s a s t u b a l l i g a t i o n s . 

Fewer than 50 are performetfat Park 
Ridge each year, he said. 

Sister MacKinnon added that St. 
Mary's physicians will continue to uphold 
church teachings in their practices. For 
example, she noted that these physicians 
would not prescribe artificial contracep
tives for their patients. 

However, she said, physicians employed 
by Park Ridge are not obligated to follow 
die church's healdvcare directives in such 
areas as contraception. 

Both Putnam and MacKinnon empha
sized that St. Mary's and the Daughters of 
Charity do not approve of Park Ridge 
practices that violate church teachings. 
However, MacKinnon added that when it 
comes to the commitment to serving die 
poor and marginalized, die two hospitals' 
differences are less significant than dieir 
common concerns. 

"We doh't̂  approve of those proce
dures^ she said of such practices as ster
ilizations. "But both (hospitals) believe in 
good quality service." 
A v i e w f r o m W a s h i n g t o n 

Secular-Catholic health alliances are 
complex and difficult to form because of 
the ethical issues involved, according to 
Sister Jean DeBlois, CSJ, vice president 
for mission services of the Catholic 
Health Association, a national organiza
tion of Catholic health-care institutions. 

In a phone interview from her Wash
ington, D.C., office, Sister DeBlois ex
plained that there is no one, universal 
standard die church can apply to the for
mation of secular-Catholic health al
liances. However, most Catholic hospitals 
would not consider merging with a secu
lar hospital that performs abortions 
and/or supports physician-assisted sui
cide, Sister DeBlois said. Yet bishops and 
Catholic hospitals tend to be less univer
sal in their approach to alliances and 
mergers with secular hospitals diat pro
vide contraceptive services, Sister DeBlois 
added, 

"It/s case-by-case," she said. 

Unity advantages outweigh ethical concerns 
Sister Patricia Schoelles 
Guest Contributor 

The alliance between St Mary's Hospi
tal and Park Ridge Hospital became nec
essary because of recent changes in health
care delivery. These changes made it dear 
to everyone involved that St Mary's would 
not be able to continue its operation with
out an association with another hospital. 
Because St Mary's is die only Catholic hos
pital in the Rochester area, and because it 
cares for many who are unable to find 
health care elsewhere, those involved 
found it even more important to provide 
for the survival of this wonderful facility. 

Thus, from the perspective of Catholic 
moral theology, die alliance between St 
Mary's and Park Ridge Hospital allows for 
several significant goods: 

First die continuation of St. Mary's will 
provide access to quality health care for 
people Who are otherwise underserved by 
die healdi-care system. We all know that 

. St Mary's is located in a section of die city 
in great need of this kind Of access. We all 
know, too, Uiat St Mary's provides care for 

die uninsured and uriderinsured Uiat die 
other local hospitals do not provide. 

Second, die alliance will reduce unnec
essary waste of our limited health-care re
sources. In today's environment sharing 
services between hospitals is necessary be
cause it eliminates unnecessary duplica
tion of services and thus helps to keep 
costs down. 

Finally, die alliance will allow St Mary's 
to continue to operate its obstetric service. 
as a Catholic facility and according to the 
religious and ethical directives for Catholic 
hospitals. This means that Rochester will 
continue to benefit from die availability of 
at least one facility uiat upholds Catholic 
ethical standards in obstetric care. -

These are enormous goods and very im
portant to the church. 

Are there downsides to this arrange
ment? You bet Again from die perspective 
of moral theology, die relocation of the St. 
Mary's obstetric unit onto the campus of 
die Park Ridge Hospital means that St. 
Mary's risks being associated with medical 
practices uiat die church rejects, especial
ly sterilization. Even though the obstetric 

unit intends to continue to operate as a 
Catholic service run by St Mary's accord
ing to die religious and ethical directives, 
the relocation brings it into dose proximi
ty to areas of the Park Ridge Hospital 
where sterilizations are performed. 
' This means that St Mary's Hospital and 
Unity Health Care must make special ef
fort to make it clear, to Catholics and to die 
general public, that St Mary's does not ap
prove of direct sterilizations and neither 
St Mary's nor its employees perform this 
procedure. This is a hard task,, and some 
confusion on this issue has already taken 
place in the press. 

Still, it is an effort well worth whatever 
it takes. The benefits uiat will result from 
die alliance between St Mary's and Park 
Ridge are absolutely too great to risk be
ing derailed by our inability to communi
cate dearly die moral dimensions of what 
is actually occurring in the. alliance be
tween St Mary's and Park Ridge. 

• • • ' 
Sister Schoelles, president of St Bernard's In

stitute, unites a regular column, "The Moral 
Life, "for the Catholic Courier. 
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Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents,' 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Miscellaneous 

CLEAN/ SAFE, FILTERED 
Internet access. Blocks bad sites 
before it enters your home. Call 
Family Voice 716/454-0450. 

Help Wanted 
EARN MONEY READING 
books! $30,000/yr. income 
potential. Details 800-513-4343, 
ext.Y-1467. 

Antiques & Art 

10-5 7days 
ANTIQUES WANTED: Turn 
old items in to cash. Quality 
furniture, oriental rugs, oil 
paintings and much more. 

Rich Cuddeback Antiques 
1 - 8 0 0 - 8 8 7 - 7 1 1 6 

MERCHANDISE 

Wanted to Buy 

... Furniture, Trunks, Clocks, 
Sterling and China, Linnens. 

Wanted: complete estates and house
holds. Sell tome for cash or I will 
conduct a sale for you. 

!mariLns5%atifues 
716-647-2480 

Celling Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL
INGS 9' x 12' ceiling only $59. 
Water Damage, drywall, plaster 
repairs. Quality work; reason
able prices. 716-392.5076. • 

Financial Services 

MORTGAGES 
•Purchase ^L 'Refinance 

Riverview Mortgage Corp. 
Rcfinncd NYS Motttiae Broker 

NYS Banking Department 
Loam arranged'through third party lenden 

(716)424-2040 

SERVICES 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Hicks Home Heating 
Call us for Summer Comfort! 

Heat & Air Conditioning 
Specialists 

* Sales • Service • Installation 
Family Owned & Operated 

424-4848 

Home Improvement 

MASONRY REPAIR: brick 
steps, sidewalks, basements, 
patchwork. Reasonable. 35 
yrs. exp. etc. 716-323-1007. Al 
Meyvis, ST. 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
houaehold moving and 
deliveries. 

Bit-or Small WtiiolkmAO! 
47«610/47M357 

•a Arlington St. Rochester NY 14607 
NYDOTW«»7 

SERVICE!1^ | r^aWKEf,''--'! r""sPtVttS' 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

W Mtyvis Jr. Inttta/Exttrlor 
Painting garages, porches, small 
homes, basement walls repaired, 
wet basement problems, gutters 
cleaned, at types of home repair. 
Small Jobs VMteomt • Suitor 
Discount 7164924135 • 3234878 

B U R G - M A S T E R 
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, 
texture ceilings, walls, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. 
Insured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 716-^63-0827. 

Real Estate Agents 

SOLD YOUR HOUSE: 
Downsizing to a smaller 
place? Moving out of the 
area? Retiring or relocating? 
Executor of an estate? 
Wondering what to do with 
everything? I have the solu
tion for you!!! Call Dawn at 
716-671-4766 for assistance. 

CaU 716-328-4340 to advertise in the Courier dassifteds 

Roofing Siding 
& Gutters 

Tree Care 
& Removal 

ROOFING & SONG CO. 
Established 1912 

George K Bowman, Sr. 
• Roof Repairs • Siding • 
• Replacement Windows • 

.' • Seemless Aluminum Gutters • 
• Gullet Cleaning • Ice Problems • 

671-3270 
671-2912 

Leonard Mullen 
Tree Services 

Complete Tree Removal 
Landscaping 

Stump Removal 
Free Estimates 

Over 20 Years Experience 
Fully Insured 

716-271-2iB04 
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