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_Cathiolic Health Care Services,” Catholic
'health-care institutions are obliged tofol-
low chureh teachings against abortion, eu-

‘thanasia, sterilization and- artificial con-

traception.

However, the same dxrectlves note that
Catholic institutions are formmg opera-
~tional dlliances with secular institutions,’

_ some of which do not comply with church
_teaching onall these issues. In such cases,
the directives call on local bishops, and
the Catholic health institutions involved,

to take steps that ensure such alliances do -
not scandalize the faithful or compromise .

the church’s ability to‘téach on health-
.. care issues.

So why, if Park Ridge- and St.Mary’s are
working together, can Park Ridge contin- -

ue to provide services that contradict
church teaching? It all comes down to the

- agreement, Unity officials said.
From the start of their negotiations,

Unity officials said, Park Ridge and St.

" Mary’s ‘agreed that both institutions
wished to remain what they each were —

one, a secular hospital; the other, a
Catholic hospital.
“It was never the intention that Park
'Ridge hospital would become Catholic,”
said Sister Betsy. MacKinnon, DC, vice
- presndent for xmssmn at Unity. '

N

* Stewart Putnam, president of St. Mary’s’
| and vice president of Unity, added that
- St. Mary’s and Park Ridge hospitals did
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share a strong commitment to the poor
and the elderly — and the revenué chal-
lenges that such a commitment entails, he
said. :

Séventy percent of the pauents comniing
to the two hospitals are either on Medic-
aid or Medicare, Putham explamed The

federal government began cutting back-
on these programs a few years back, he -

recalled, compelling St. Mary’s, in partic-

" ular, to explore an alhance with another
" local hospital. -

“The ability of St. Mary’s to survive by

itself was significantly threatened,” he

saxd

Thus, the two hospltals have combmed -

miany of their services. For example, the
Park Ridge campus will be home to St.

" Mary’s new obstetrical unit, the Family

Birth Center. This center, which is cur-
rently under construction, will follow

- church teachings. Meanwhile, St. Mary's .
- campus will become home to Park

Ridge’s new 120-bed nursing: home,

| which will be located on the second and

t}urd floors of St. Mary's Hospltal next

year.

Park Rldge has never performed abor-

" tions, and-agrees with church teachings
. on such end-oflife issues as physician-as-

_ sisted suicide, according to Putnam. How-
ever; he and other officials noted that

Park Ridge will continue to offer such
sterilization services as tubal ligations:

Fewer than 50 are performed- at Park '
" Ridgeeach year, he said.

Sister’ MacKinnon added- that St.
Mary's physicians will continue to uphold

. church teachings.in their practices. For
-examplé, she noted that these physicians
would not prmnbe artificial contracep- .
* tives for their patients.

However, she said, physicians employed
by Park Ridge are not.obligated to follow
the church’s health-care directives in such

© areas as contraception. -
Both Putnam and MacKinnon empha- i

sized that St. Mary’s and the Daughters of
Charity do not approve of Park Ridge

" -practices that violate church teachmgs :
However, MacKinnon added that when it
. comes to the commitment to sérving the

poor and marginalized, the two hospitals’

differenices are less significant than their '
' common concerns.

“We: don't approve of- those proce-

dures,” she said of such practices as ster-
. ilizations. “But-both (hospna]s) belleve in

good quahty service.”

_A view from Washlngton

~ Secular-Catholic health alliances are
complex and difficult to form because of
the ethical issues involved, according to
Sister Jean DeBloxs, CSJ, vice president’
for mission services of the Catholic
Health Association, a national organiza-

.. tion of Catholic’ health-care msm.uuons

'In a phone interview from her Wash-
ington; D.C., office, Sister DeBlois ex-
plained that there is no one, universal
standard the church cari apply to the for-
mation- of secular-Catholic health- al-
liances. However, most Catholic hospitals

would not consider merging with a secu- - -

lar hospital that performs ‘abortions
and/or supports physician-assisted sui-

_cide, Sister DeBlois said. Yet bishops and
~ Catholic hospitals tend to be less univer-

sal in their approach to alliances and

mergers with secular hospitals that pro- :

vide: cont.raceptwe services, Slster DeBloxs
added. :

“It s mse-by—case, she sald
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. The alliance between St. Mary s Hospi-
tal and Park Ridge Hospital became nec- -

because of recent chianges in health-

| care delivery. These changes madei it clear
" to-everyone irivolved that St. Mary’s would -

not be able to continue its operation with-
out an association with another hospital.

- Because St.Mary’s is the only Catholic hos-

pitalin thie Rochester area, and because it

cares for many who are’ unable to find -

health care elsewhere, those involved
found it even more important to provide

 for the survival of this wonderful facility.

Thus, from thie perspective of Catholic

" moral theology, the alliance between St.
| Mary’s and Park Ridge Hospital allows for
 several significant goods:

First, the continuation of St. Mary s.will

. provide access toquality health care for -
" people who are otherwise undersérved by
"~ the health-care system. We all know that.
*.St. Mary’s is located in a section of the city -
| "in great nieed of this kind of access. We all
 know, too, that St. Mary's provides care for

‘the uninsured and underinsured that the
other local hospitals do not provide. -
Second, the allianice will reduce unnec-
&sarywasteofourhnutedhealth-camre—
sources. In today’s environment, sharing

services between hospitals is necessary be- |
. cause it eliminates unnecessary duplica-
tion of services and thus helps to keep '

costs. down.
F'mally the alliance will al}ow St. Mary’s

to continue to operate its obstetric service
as a Catholic facility and according to the -

“religious and ethical diréctives for Catholic

-hospitals. This means. that Rochester will-
- continue to bénefit from the: availability of -

at least one facility that upholds Catholic
ethical standards in obstetric care. -

Thesearcenonnwsgoodsandvetyml- '

portant to the church..
- Ate there downsides to this arrange—
ment? You bet. Again from the perspective

- of moral theology, the relocation of the St.

Mary’s obstetric unit onto the campus of

the Park Ridge Hospital means that St.

Mary's risks being associated with medical

practices that the church rejects, especial-.
ly sterilization. Even though theobstetric

_unit mtends to continue to operate as a_
Catholic service run by St. Mary’s accord-
ing to the religious and ethical dn‘ecnva,
the relocation brings it into close proximi-

ty to afeas of the Paik Ridge Hospital -

where sterilizations are performed.
' This means that St. Mary’s Hospital and

" Unity Health Care must-make special ef--
fort to make it cleaf, to Catholi¢s and to the -

general public, that St. Mary’s does not.ap:

prove of direct sterilizations and neither -
. St. Mary's nor its employees peiform this

procedure. This is a hard task, and some

~ confusion on thnsnssuehasalreadytaken :

place in the press.

Still, it is an effort well worth whatever "
- it takes. Theé benefits that will result from
the alliance between St. Mary's and Park
- Ridge are absolutely too great to risk be-

ing derailed by our inability to communi-
cate clearly the moral dimensions of what-
is actually occurring ini the alliance be-
tween St. Mary's and Park Rldge
eo e .

SmerSchoella,pm:dmtofSt. Bernand’s In-
stitute, writes a vegular column, “The Momt
sze, > for the Catholic Courier.
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