
U.S. bishops to consider 

By Jerry Filteau 
Catholic News Service 

WASHINGTON - Too many Catholics 
' don't know Catholic social teaching or un : 

derstand its importance to the faith, says a 
statement the U.S- bishops will be asked to 
approve when they meet in June. 

"The Catholic social tradition is a cen­
tral and essential element of our faith," the 
proposed statement says. 

However, it adds, "far too many 
Catholics are unfamiliar with the basic 
content of Catholic social teaching. More 
fundamentally, many Catholics do not ad­
equately understand that the social mis­
sion of the church, is-an essential part of 
Catholic faith.... We need to do more to 
share the social mission and message of 
our church." 

The bishops are to meet in Pittsburgh 
June 18-20. They are scheduled to debate 
and vote June 19 on the proposed state­
ment, "Sharing Catholic Social Teaching: 
Challenges and Directions." 

Jointly proposed by three bishops' com­
mittees — education, domestic policy and 
international policy — die statement gives 
a brief overview of seven major themes in 
Catholic social teaching and focuses on 
what should be done to improve the for­
mation of Catholics in the social teaching 
of their church. 

"We want to encourage a fuller integra­
tion of die church's social tradition in the 
mainstream of Catholic education and cat-
eehesis," the statement says. 

"The commitment to human life and 
dignity, to human rights and solidarity is 
a; calling every Catholic educator must 

statement 
share with his or her students," it adds. 

The 4,500-word statement is based on 
the report of die Task Force on Cadiolic 
Social Teaching and Cadiolic Education, 
a 30-member panel of educators and so­
cial justice leaders formed by the bishops 
in 1995 and headed by now-retired Arch­
bishop John R. Roach of St. Paul-Min­
neapolis. 

The document lists seven "key princi­
ples which are at die heart of our Cadiolic 
social tradition": 

• Human life and dignity. "Our belief 
in the sanctity of human life and die in­
herent dignity of die human person is die 
foundation of all die principles of our so­
cial teaching," it says. 

• The call to family, community and 
participation. "While our society often ex-
alts-individualism," it says, "die Catholic 
tradition teaches that human beings grow 
and achieve fulfillment only in communi­
ty." 

• Rights and responsibilities. "Human 
dignity can be protected and a healthy 
community can be achieved only if human 
rights are protected and responsibilities 
are met," it says. 

• Option for the poor and vulnerable. 
It.says that "a basic moral test (of any so­
ciety) is how our most vulnerable mem­
bers are faring." 

• Workers' rights and dignity of work. 
"Work is more diah a way to make a liv­
ing; it is a form of continuing participa­
tion in God's creation," it says. "If die dig­
nity of work is to be protected, then die 
basic rights of workers must be respected." 

• Solidarity. "We are one human fami­
ly, whatever our national, racial, ethnic, 

Train memorial 
A woman lays flowers In the road leading to the site at Eschede, Germany, 
where the country's fastest passenger train hit a bridge support June 3, 
derailing the train and splitting the bridge. At least 102 people were killed. 

economic and ideological differences,... 
'Loving our neighbor' has global dimen­
sions," it says. 

• Care for creation. It says that "we show 
our respect for die Creator by our stew­
ardship of creation. Care for the eartii is 
not just an Earth Day slogan, it is a re­
quirement of our faith." 

For fuller expressions of Catholic social 
thought it refers readers to die Catechism 
of die Cadiolic Church and die U.S. bish­
ops' 1990 statement, "A Century of Social 
Teaching." 

To meet the. challenge of integrating 
die church's social teachings into Cadiolic 

elementary and secondary education, die 
statement calls for resource and curricu­
lum development and teacher training 
and the creation of a model process for 
initiating such developments. 

It urges diocesan offices of religious ed­
ucation, youdi ministry and adult faith for­
mation, as well as national organizations 
working in those areas, to focus on 
Cadiolic social teaching in dieir meetings 
and publications. It calls on diem to de­
velop leadership formation programs "to 
enhance die explicit teaching of Cadiolic 
social doctrine in these educational min­
istries." ; > "" '•* 
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« § he French call it joie de vivre,.or love or life. 

" That anility to approach lire joyfully ana fully 

. appreciate all that each day has to offer. Every day, 

residents of Chapel Oaks, Rochester's newest and 

finest rental retirement community, are finding the 

joy of retirement living. Once you've experienced 

life at Chapel Oaks, you may find yourself falling 

in lave with the true joy of living all over again. 

« t ^ a l l in love with the tradition of S t Ann's of . 

" Greater Rochester, Inc., who for 1 2 5 years 

has provided senior adults with a truly fulfilling 

retirement lifestyle. The location of heing perfectly 

situated on 14 beautiful, secluded acres of the 

S t Ann's campus and just minutes away from 

Rochester's finest shopping, entertainment and 

cultural activities. The independence to continue 

an active lifestyle without routine maintenance and 

tiresome daily chores. The value of a rental concept 

with ncwentrance, f ee, which makes Chapel Oaks 

Rochester's most affordable retirement living 

option. The convenience of exceptional services and 

. amenities, and the spacious one- and two-hedroom 

apartment homes. Or, fall in love with the security 

and peace of mind mat comes from having priority 

access to a full continuum of health care services 

right on the S t Ann's campus. 

i ^ e t i r e m e n t is your time to seize the day and 

'enjoy life to- its fullest; to experience your 

"joie de vivre. " P l e a s e c a l l ( 7 1 6 ) 3 4 2 - 3 0 5 2 

t o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t C h a p e l O a k s 

o r to ' a r r a n g e .your p e r s o n a l t o u r , O n e e 

y o u s e e a l l t k a t w e navie t o o f fer , y o u m a y 

"ssyjust f i n d y o u r s e l f f a l l i n g i n l o v e w i t n t k e 

t r u e j o y o f l i v i n g a l l o v e r a g a i n ! 

A G R O W I N G T R A D I T I O N . ,--

1550 Portland Avenue Rochester, NY 14621 . . 

(716)342^3052 
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