‘US. bzshops to conszder
soczal teachmg statement

By Jerry Filteau -

Cathiolic News Service

WASHINGTON — Too many Cathohcs .

" don’t know Catholic social teaching or un*
derstand its importance to the faith, says a

statement the U.S. bishops will be asked to

approve when they meet in June.

“The Catholic social tradition is a cen-
tral and essential element of our fan.h the
proposed statement says.

However, it adds, “far too many
Catholics are unfamiliar with the basic
content of Catholic social teaching. More
fundamentally, many Catholics do notad-
equately understand that the-social mis-

. sion-of the church_is-an essential part of
-Catholic faith. .

. share the social mission and message of
our church.”

The b|shops are to meet in Plttsburgh

June 18-20. They are scheduled to debate

and vote June 19 on the proposed state-

" ment, “Sharing Catholic Social Teaching: .
Challenges and Directions.” ~ .

Jointly proposed by three bishops’ com--
mittees — education, domestic policy and
international policy — the statement gives
a brief overview of seven major themes in
Catholic social teaching and focuses on
what should be done to improve the for-
mation of Catholics in the social teaching
of their church. _

. “We want to encourage a fuller int‘egra-
tion of the church’s social tradition in the

mamstream of Cathollc educanon and cat- |

echesis,” the statemem says. -

“The commitment to human life and 1.

- dignity, to human rights and solidarity is

a. calling every €Catholic educator must |-

.. We need to do more to

share w1th hlS or.her smdents, ‘it adds.
The 4,500-word statement is based on
the report of the Task Force on Catholic

Social Teaching and Catholic Education, -
a 30-member panel of educators and so-.

cial justice leaders formed by the bishops
in 1995 and headed by now-retired Arch-

bishop -John R.. Roach of St PaulMin-

neapolis. :
The document lists seven “key princi-

ples which are at the heart of our Catholic

social tradition™

« Human lifé and dignity. “Our belief

in the sanctity of human life and the in-
herent dignity of the human person is the

foundation of all the principles of our so- |
. cial teaching,” it says. '

¢ The call to family, community and

‘participation. “While our society often ex:
-alts-individualism,” it says, “the Catholic

tradition teaches that human beings grow

° Rxghts and responsibnhua. “Human

1 A dignity can be protected and a healthy
- community can be achieved only if human
~ rights are protected and responsibilities

are met,” it says.

e Opuon for the poor and vulnerable. |

It says that “a basic moral test (of any so-

ciety) is how our most vulnerable mem-
bers are faring.”
" » Workers’ rights and dignity of work.

“Work .is-more than a way to make a liv-
. ing; it is a form of commumg participa-

tionin God’s creation,” it says. “If the dig-

_ mty of work is to be protected, then the

basic rights of workers must be respected.”

* Solidarity. “We are one human fami-

ly, whatever our national, racial, ethnic,

and achieve fulﬁllmem only in communi- |
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‘ ‘Loviiig our neighbor’ has global dimen-
sions,” it says.

our respect for the Creator by our stew-
ardship of creation. Care for the earth is-
not just an Earth-Day slogan, it is a re-
quirement of our faith.”

thought it refers readers to the Catéchism
of the Catholic Church and the U.S. bish-
ops” 1990 statement, ‘A Century of Social
Teaching.”

the- church’s social teachmgs into Cathohc ‘
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* Care for creation. It says  that “we show
"For fuller expressions of Catholic social
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elementary and secondary educauon, the
statement calls for resource and curricu-
lum development and teacher training
and the creation of 2 model process for
initiating such developments.

- Iturges diocesan offices of rehgnoused-,
umtion, youth ministry and adult faith for-
mation, as well as national organizations-
working in those areas, to focus on

. Catholic social teaching in their meetings

and publications, It calls on them to de-

. velop leadership formation programs.“to

enhance the explicit teaching of Catholic

‘ soc1a1 doctrine in these educatnonal min-

lStl’leS b

d y

Or, fan love thh the securrty

‘« \\ }/l.’u /m r/\'/'um e retircanenld

ll"”"’l(',"l"l" / IJI(I./«' ey /
wrdvrtood the caricfi of opdion-
.u'ul'/u/'/v loome. 1t /nuu‘/‘ )u/;\
bevidos /“”.I.”” o entrane fecewhen
e conmpare l/lu murl////’u n'u/.z/ b
the amomt of v needed f. /«.'.'p
P tp and roening, ./I:I,l'\'/l( Vil
IS Ir'u/_u anr abbordalble cale 10T
Tromewonrk amd € ‘/mp.-/( dkew Braae all
that I weant at o price oo athord
It cea the caioad i
/ [ A ’lhh/."

. /),
e

\Iur'_.)uurfh' “lea

e md/m]m it New York

PAGE 8 THURSDAY IINE 11 1008

Thiat ability to approach life joyfully and fully

. appreciate all that eéc_ll_ day has to offer. Every day,

residents of Chapel Qaks; Rochester’s newest and-
finest rental reﬁfemeht community, are fincling the
joy of retirement llvmg Once you've eicperienced
life at Chape] Oaks, you may find yourself fallmg

in love with the true joy of llmng all over agam

allin love Wltll the tradition of St. Ann's of

. ~-Greater. Rocl_lve-ster, Inc., who for 125 years -
. '_l’iéé prévicled senior adults with a truly fulﬂ]lmg .
retirement lifestyle. The location of being perfectly

situaied on 14 }Jeautlfu.l seclﬁded acres of ﬂw '

'St. Ann's campus and just minutes away. from-
- Rochester s fmest slloppmg, entertainment ancl
" cultural activities. The independentce to continue

an active lifesty’le‘witliout routine maintenance and

tiresome clally chores. The value of a rental concept

with 1 ne-entrance fee, wlucl'x malazes Chapel QOaks

. Rochester s most a{{ordable rehtement llvmg
e ophon Tl'xe convemem:e of excephona] services anJ.
. amem’aes, ancl the spamous one- a,nd two-l:)edroom

.

and peace of mmd that cornes from havmg pnonty

- access h) a {'Lln conhnuum O£ l’xea]th care semces

ngl'lt on tl'le St. Ann's campus.

i

‘ﬁehrement 18 your time to seize- the (lay and )

enjoy life to its fullest, to experience your :
“ioie de vivre” Please call (716) 342-3052
for more information about. Clxape] Oaks
- or to arrange your personal tour, Once
you see all tllqt we llave to o{'fer, you may -

: Qa«')ust find yourself falling in love w1t11 the

true joy of living all over again!

A GROWING TRADITION. -

1550 Pottland“Averiue Roc]'lester, NY 1_47621_ .
, (716) 342-3052.
An aﬁlmte of St Ann's af Greater Rochester Ina.
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