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Letterg Pohcy

Although we cannot publlsh every
letter we receive, we: -seek, insofar a8

the chuieh: We will choose letters for-
puhhcanonbasedonhkelymderm-

play. Our discerning readers may de-
with the letter writers’ opinions.

Letters must not exceed- 500~
words. Anonymous lettérs and the

legal-and other:con¢erns. With re-:
spect to errors.in submitted text, we .

Mail letters to: Catholic Couner,

- P.O. Box 24379, Rochester, N.Y. |
-] 14624, leemcludeyourfullnamc, -

phone numberandcompleteaddress
for purposes of verification. . .

P

To the edltors Lt

. +Recent articles (and letters '-the edl-' 1+
. _tors)mthe Gounercompelledmetowme -F,

They:focus.on Bishop.Clark’s, authority,

o Faiher Robert Beligouti’s: Aubuin. niin- |
, lstry, the McBnen column, and contro- |-
- | on’Gardinal;Mahony.and - { §
- " Mathier Angeiica'of ‘
. Telévision. Networ ,
- hominator is-a direct challenige to, ay: | [
- thority exercised in Church context,:: - - - |
. Factionalism 'has and probably willal- 1
ways be a part of Chuch llfe First centu- | :
" ry Church had its share. Issues centered e
_on who Jesus, was. Did he come forjews
1 or Gentiles? Dietary laws, cireumgision,
o and; Gennlemembershxpm(}hurch werg -

lin pubhshmg vocations piece

To the editors:

versy. focused -

debated.. .~
In the ’60s’ and ’70s those on the

Church left’ protested — "demanding’
~* changes regarding birth control, the all- -
.male celibate clergy, etc: One could hear

the cries — “the sky is falling.” Surely our
Church must perish. It did not happen be-

- .cause, in shott, God is still'iri charge. _
Recently I have found certain (letters to
the editors), on the Church right, to be
illinformed regarding ecclesial orderand-
divisive to the faith commumty Appar--
- " ently asmall but vocal group of individu-
als has appointed t themselves “watchdogs™

of Blshop Clark’s authonty Father Belig-
otti is challenged in his rol¢ as pastor of

. Auburn: ‘They.question Courier’s continu-

ance of thée McBrien column. And Moth-

" er Angelica has issued, thus faf, no apol-
ogy to Cardinal Mahony for her highly
public cntwnsm of hls Euchanstlc pas-

.toral. E

. Mr: Pokalsky (Apnl 30- letter) waxed
prosaic regarding the absolite nature of

- papal authority governing  Church Mag)s-' :

terium. Without getting into semantics,

he too “picks and chooses” regarding
" proof texts to support his-view on au- .

thority. Vatican II documents and New

‘Catechism are-used.

What he-does not. also show in these
and other sources is that the Holy Father’s

 teaching, though absolute, is to be exer-

cised collegially. It is exercised in union-
with all other bishopsand in keeping with
the pastoral needs of the local Church.

ThlsnstheHolySpmtsguaranteeagamst g

error.

~In view. of this challenge to authonty .
_ and during the vocation crisis, Iwrite sup-'

pomnanshopGlarksnumstry I'maydis-
like or disagree-
does, Yet I assent to his right to exercise

o eplscopal authority as Bishop.of Roch-
- ester. lwntetoprayforclergyandreh- ~

gious throughout this diocese who serve

- with distinction the needs-of:the faithful.
Kudos £00 1o thie Courier that respects di-
' versity and whose editorial smff.seeks fair-
" ness and balance’ of vi
-mend the National" Gonference of
- Catholic Bxshops créate an alternative to . -
'EWTN, one more reflecnve of Cathohc

mamstream
- : George] Gublo, M.Div. .
Elnnn

| Care to predlct the odds

of ACLU fightmg RIC()>

E Totheedltors. : 1
¢ ing “RICO verdlct attacks free_ -

Regard
speech;” Catholic Courier, May 7: Anyone
care o calculate the chances that_the

-ACLU (American Civil Liberties Union) .
.will concern itself with NOW'’s (National

- Organization of Women’s) attack on free
_speech?

Clmstme Bravo-Cullen
Lee Road

- - - Diyden .

‘with'something he saysor -

oint. I recom- .}

Amerzca made no admlssmn

- I.read with interest the letter ofjoseph

J Murray (Cathohc Courier, May 14: “Ap-
* plauds magazine for noting the ‘facts™)
“in regard to the article, I guess, in Ameri-

ca magazine (Feb. 28: “A-View.of Reli- .

gious Votations™). I was disturbed by the

article because I fear the writer may be
correct in assessing the kind of students
- many seminaries are accepung today, who

will be our church leaders in the mlllen-
nium. :
- Itis mdeed a scary and fast-changmg

world. T'm not sure I would like to be -
- growing up today. And it’s easy to under-

stand why the church, a bulwark of un-
changmg stabrhty, is -’ desired haven of
safety, certainty and retreat: However that
is not the renewed church which Vatican

-Council I redefined and calls us to. The
~ author and vocation director. Albert Di-
Ianni, SM, has high praise for some in |
Generatlon X who 'would like to return

“toa more classical form of rehglous life.”
_I-say some because 1t is my observation’
that a ngorlty of young people will be

. put off by such an image. I think Vatican
II knew when it “read the signs of the
times” and proclaimed the church as the
People of God called to new understand-
ings and insights of what it means to be a

- Christian community speaking to a hu-

manity plunging headlong into the 21st
century: _
But Mr. Murray-is mcorrect, stretchmg ’

 the “facts” far beyond “reality,” when he

claims that America magazine, as its edi-
torial policy, admits that “the so-called re-

. newal has been a horrendous failure and

hopes the church will retum to orthodox
teaching and practice.” America is a fair
and open publication which often prints
views fromall sides to-arouse discission
and critique. That policy in no way im-
plies intellectual approval of every article.

" A longtime reading of its editorials will

show that. Also Mr. Murray neglected to
mention that most responses to the arti-

‘ Acle cnthued it unfavorably

Vinicent Weltzer
Roxborough Road
Rochester

»,Planned Parenthood speaker unfit

to discuss gender and relationships

To the editors:
.No one could be more: 1ll f‘ tted to ad:

dress women's perspective.on gender anid

relauonshnps than Carol Love, the Execu-
tive Director of Planned Parenthood, who

. was invited by the Downtown Communi- -
"ty Forum of St. Mary’s Charch.
. The abortion license has ¢reated-an ad- |

versarial role not only between women'and |

their;children, but between wonfen and’
‘men and between women and society.
Planned Parenthood advocates frag-
‘menting relauonshlpsbylsolaung the fate
‘of the unborn as a “woman’s problem.”

Women'’s cry to leave them alone with -

. their pregnancy decision is heard loudly

‘ andelearlybyasoclety that is all too ea-.
ger toreally leave them alone. oo

That’s why without exception, our pop-

ular féminist foremothers opposed abor- -

tion'and understood-abortion as a symp-

| tom of a society that rejected women,
_rather than one that valued them. That’ s |-
1 served. For example, some people talk
 during the priest’s presentauon of the ser-

why in New York State, we'd rather give a

poor woman $300 for an abortion.that .

housing, day care, or-education. -
Can we really eliminate poverty by elim-
inating poor women'’s children any more

than we can eliminate crime by eliminat-

ing the criminal in capital pumshment?
‘Rather than a relationship based on in-
clusivity and quality; abortion js about
control ‘and domination. Historically,
domination is based on a view that those

 in power are able to control those who-

they consider to be bxologlcally, genen-

mlly or mtellectually unfit, whether Ne-
groes, Jews, Native Amenmns, or women.
To defend Carol Love’s presence on

 this panel by saying it was not about sup--

porting abortion reminds me of a remark
several years ago by the organizer of an
appearance of Ollie North in Rochester.
I was assured Ollie wasn’t invited to talk -
about the Iran-Contra affair, but about

- human rights. =
’ Plck\m:k Drive
Rpchester
) Holy’Spmt year g time
to remind selvés-of need
for silence and medltanon
~ To the editors: " - ‘

Theera of qmet medltatlonappears 1o

. -be waning.

Concentranon, at’ times, is not ob-_

mon.
The. re-emergence of concentration on

'the spoken word shall begratlfyxngly ben-

eficial to-those who seek 2 acertain mean-

ing during Mass and after Cgramunion.

This, the year of thie: Holi' Spirit, cer-

i tainly shall;be the appropriate time to
contemplate the re-awakenmg of a com-
mitment to a pattem of quiet meditation.

Joseph P. Leahey
. Hector




