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Holocaust 
Continued from page 1 

"We know-there were Christians who 
died, who were sent to concentration 
camps because they helped Jews. We know 
Jews served as guards ... to keep alive. We 
know Jews pointed out others who were in 
hiding...." she said. 

Appelbaum, Hennessy and Father 
Michael Upson of Rochester explained at 
the in-service how they came to feel teach­
ing the Holocaust is so important. Levin-
son also spoke. They also discussed uni­
versal aspects of die Holocaust. 

"It's about time somebody do some en­
couraging things about teaching it in the 
Catholic schools to the point where it will 
be effective rather than just, The Holo­
caust happened/" said Louis Rizzieri, prin­
cipal of St. Patrick's School inSeneca Falls, 
who attended the in-service. 

"I think Dan and (the Holocaust center) 
providing a Holocaust survivor to talk to 
students and providing a class for teachers 
is going to spark more interest and cer­
tainly be a foundation for more learning 
to come from that." 

Since 1994 New York has required in­
struction in human rights issues — partic­
ularly the inhumanity of genocide, slavery 
and die Holocaust — for students over die 
age of 8 in both public and private schools. 

The instruction; the law states, is in part 
"to foster .'.. moral and intellectual quali­
ties which are essential in preparing to 
meet the obligations of citizenship in 
peace and in war...." 

In addition, such statements as the Vat­
ican's "We Remember: A Reflection on the 
Shoah," released in March, set the stage for 
furdier study of the tragedy. 

The National Council of Synagogues 
and the National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops' ecumenical committee, too, en­
couraged such study and teaching in their 
own May 5 statement, "Reflections on the 
Millennium." 

Joint studies by Jews and Catholics may 
frame a common understanding for future 
educational programming, die statement 
said. It added, "While much work remains 
to be done in Uiis regard, we note as well 
that asolid beginning has been made since 

die Second Vatican Council...." 
Eugene Fisher, the committee's,direc-

don for Catholic-Jewish affairs, said that 
Christians, by teaching contempt, empha­
sizing diat "Jews killed Jesus" and misun­
derstanding the New Testament in collec­
tivizing all Jews, "missed the point of the 
Paschal mystery" and "tainted all of Chris­
tianity." 

"Digging our way out of diat is some­
thing diat confronts all Christians equal­
ly," he said in an interview from Washing­
ton, D.C. 

Regarding education efforts, he said, 
"There have been Holocaust education 
courses, programs in various places here 
or there," but a more standardized, ap­
proach is needed. 

A learning tool 
Father Upson would agree. His intro­

duction to the Holocaust was die French 
film, "Night arid Bogi^ 

Father Upson saw the subtitled film as 
a student of about 15, in a preparatory 
seminary in New.\fork City. "All 1 remem­
ber seeing were bulldozers pushing bodies 
into mass graves and skeletal figures walk­
ing around. It was just horrible," he said. 
"My classmates were getting quite ill" 

It was the last tiling kids without any 
preparation should see, he said. 

"The questions I had were where was 
diis, how could this be?" he recalled. "How 
could anybody do somediing as evil as diis? 
... why wasn't it being talked about and why 
was I just hearing about it now? The ques­
tions stayed witii me a very, very long time." 

As he, an African-American, began to 
experience racism, however, "I got to die 
point where I could understand how this 
could happen." 

In Rochester, Appelbaum, aware of die 
priest's knowledge and interest in the is­
sue, asked him to speak with city teachers, 
-to Jewish children and to die Geneva in-
service and presentation to students. In 
turn, Appelbaum has spoken in his church, 
Immaculate Conception, about African-
American liberators during die Holocaust 

The priest-administrator proved ideal 
for reaching children in the Geneva pro­
gram, Hennessy said. 

"(Fatiier Upson) is built like a tackle for 
the Philadelphia Eagles. He's thoughtful, 

gende, warm and it was the perfect chem­
istry." . . ' • • . ' ^ 

During die in-service as well, Hennessy 
added, "He gave a moving testimony, 
openly and vulnerable to die poinTwe — 
Helen, Barbara, I and everyone had tears 
in our eyes." 

Fatiier Upson noted that in discussing 
any such racism or slavery, die "first thing 
people will say is 'I wasn't there.'" 

That's not die point, he said. He ap­
proaches the Holocaust from die aspect of 
basic tolerance — "not tolerant in just 
putting up with, but to be able to deal with 
situations in die world and deal widi peo­
ple who are very different" 

"It is somediing we have to grow into," 
he said. "This is what love is all about." 

At Appelbaum's suggestion he recendy 
attended a conference at Harvard Univer­
sity on facing Holocaust issues, which not­
ed the interconnection of other racial in­
justices — as in South Africa, Japanese 
camps in the United States during World 
War II, Rwanda and Bosnia. 

"Just studying die Holocaust, studying 
intolerance, you have to approach the ques­
tion of evil," Father Upson said. "Your spir­
itual life has to be balanced. You have to 
know good as well as bad. 

"Studying die Holocaust has helped me 
understand racism. It has helped me un­
derstand why people are afraid to talk 
about certain things," he said. 

Theology of teaching 
In January die Holocaust center offered 

a program by educators from Yad Vashem,. 
the national Holocaust Memorial Museum 
in Jerusalem. There, Hennessy said, he 
learned die Holocaust should! be taught, 
first, by personalizing die teachings 

Second, the teaching should stress Jew­
ish culture and life as it was before die 
Holocaust Third, the teaching should in­
clude die "life diat comes up from die ash­
es kind of tiling," and hope. 

Yad Vashem even encourages teaching 
children down to tile first grade; with a 
generalized approach. 

The theology of such teaching is an ex­
pertise of Joseph Kelly, a Nazareth College 
professor. He helped write "Widiin Con­
text," for the Anti-Defamation League, 
used by catechists to implement Vatican II 

teaching about Judaism. He also helped 
write the "Rochester Agreement" signed 
in May 1996. The agreement formalized 
die commitment of cooperation between 
Jewish and Cadiolic communities, and was 
distributed nationally. . 

God has covenants bodiwitii Christians 
through Jesus and with the Jewish people 
dirough die Hebrew Scriptures, Kelly said. 

"The covenant for Jews is still in effect," 
he said. 

"This is where more work has to be 
done," he said, explaining that people still 
tend to think die New Testament super­
seded die Old. 

Hennessy himself, a 1974 DeSales High 
School graduate, became motivated to 
teach the Holocaust — although he pri­
marily teaches madi—dirough experiences 
such as his prior involvement in a Messian­
ic Jewish congregation in California. 

Although there is controversy over such 
congregations — Kelly said one is either a 
Jew or a Christian, but not both — Hen­
nessy learned about Judaism while diere. 
And he pursued his interest at die Simon 
Wiesenthal Center in Los Angeles. There 
he met a Holocaust survivor after her talk. 

"She and I were holding hands and die 
doors burst open," he recalled. "A young 
yeshiva student said to get out, and we left 
dirough die emergency doors. There was 
a bomb threat. In that moment I was 
pulled into the whole thing, unwillingly. 

"Fifty years after die liberation, people 
were still trying to kill Li via (die speaker), 
to hurt die Jewish people for some reason." 

Last year around Hanukkah he and Can­
tor Richard Rosenfield of Temple Beth El 
in Geneva arranged for Jewish and 
Cadiolic students to wipe anti-Semitic graf­
fiti from a Geneva bridge. The event drew 
city officials as well. 

"Dan really led the way, and I appreciate 
what he's doing," Rosenfield said, adding 
he has visited Hennessy's sixdi-grade reli­
gion class. 

"I guess one of die dungs diat is a lesson 
here is there are individuals like Dan ... 
who 'get it,' who understand what the 
Holocaust was about," Appelbaum said,, re­
ferring as well to Catholic leaders in other 
schools and churches. And it is those indi­
viduals who are helping increase under­
standing, she added; 
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Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop­
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may-send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Help Wanted Wanted to B u y 

TELEPHONE:Solici ter for 
National Catholic Magazine 
locally. Earn $9 on each paid 
sale. Average 3 sales per hr. 
Will train. Protected territory, 
generous production, bonus, 
great repeat business. Please 
call Mr. Luba 1-800-782-0848. 

Furniture, Trunks, Clocks, 
Sterlingand China, Linnens. 

Wanted: complete estates and house­
holds. Sell to me for cash or I will,. 
conduct a sale for you. 

3B/ariLa'sSBoiimes 
716-647-2480 

SpfffJ 

Card of Thanks 

THANK YOU ST. JUDE for all 
favors received. DM 

TO THANK THE BLESSED 
VIRGIN MARY for favors 
received regarding health. JP 

MAIL/COPY ASSOCIATE: 
Responsible for sorting 

incoming mail for distribution 
and dispatch outgoing mail. 
Complete copy requests in a 
timely fashion and cover the 

Pastoral Center's Switchboard 
daily for operator's lunch hour. 

Knowledge of post office" 
requirements for preparing 
permit maif preferred. Send 

resume by June. t2 th to: 
Barbara Pedeville 

Diocese of Rochester 
1150 Buffalo Road, 

Rochester, NY 14624. EOE 

Ceil ing Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL­
INGS 9' x 12' ceiling only $59. 
Water Damage, drywall, plaster 
repairs. Quality work; reason­
able prices. 716-392-5076. 

Heating & -
Air Condit ioning 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

Tree Care 
& Removal 
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Acreage & Lots. 

Ant iques & Art 
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Help Wanted 

EARN MONEY READING 
books! $30,000/yr. income 
potential. Details 
800-513-4343, ext. Y-1467. 

10-5 7 days 
ANTIQUES WANTED: Turn 
old items in to cash. Quality 
furniture, oriental rugs, oil 
paintings and much more. 

Rich Cuddeback Antiques 
1 - 8 0 0 - 8 8 7 - 7 1 1 6 

Midway, Utah (nr. Park 
City) Olympic 2002 area 

3BO/3B A golf crse condo 
on fairway! 2 frpl's deck 

patio vault clngs. pro dec 
slate tHe gourmet ki tchen 

$325X801-272-2545 

Bremen, Ind. (Notre Dame 
35 min. S.! Great for Ftball 
& BBall games! Lk of the 

woods. 120 ft. frntg on lake 
1/3 AC + house w frpl 
needs repair $200K 

219-288-5463 
Douglas, AZ. 80 ACS devel­
op/hold grt for R.V. park adj 
golf crse frntg on state hwy 
& mtn foothill road elec. city 
water poss. own. fin. $330K 

Lyle Realty Executives 
602-942-7004 

Hicks Home Heating 
Ctill'tis for Summer Com/oft! 

Heat & Air Conditioning 
Specialists 

• Sale* • Service • Installation 
Family Owned &'Operated 

424-4848 

U Meyvi* Jr. (nttrior/Exttrior 
Painting garages, porches, small 
homes, basement walls, repaired, wet 
basement problems, gutters cleaned, 

types . of home repair. 
Small job* welcome • Senior 
Discount 716-392-4435 • 323-2876 

Home Improvement 

MASONRY REPAIR: brick 
steps, sidewalks, basements, 
patchwork. Reasonable. 35 
yrs. exp. etc. 716-323-1007. Al 
Meyvis, Sr. 

Moving & Hauling 

B U R G - M A S T E R 
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, 
texture ceilings, walls, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. 
Insured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 716-663-0827. 

Roofing Siding 
& Gutters 

Leonard Mullen 
Tree Services 

Complete Tree Removal 
Landscaping 

Stump Removal 
Free Estimates . 

Over 20 Years Experience 
Fully Insured 

716-2714804 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
household moving and 
deliveries. 

Big or Small We do Uum All! 
475-6610/473-4357 

23 Ar l ington St. Rochester N Y 14607 
N Y D O T M « 5 7 

ROOHNf i&SDMGCO. 
Established 1912 

George R. Bowman, Sr. 
• Roof Repairs • Siding • 
• Replacement Windows • 

• Seemless Aluminum Gutters 
• Gutter Cleaning • Ice Problems 

671-3270 
671-2912 
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