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manity into God's heavenly domain." 
(665) . . . 

In ascending, Jesus "precedes us into 
the Father's glorious kingdom so that we, 
the members of his Body, may live in the 
hbpe of one day being with him for ever." 
(666) 

"In some way, Jesus becomes pur pio
neer or trailblazer, "explained Father Se
bastian Falcone, professor of theology at 
St. Bernard's Institute. "He charts the 
road. He's the one Who first traces that 
pathway." . 

Thus these events are relevant to Chris
tians as a whole, Father Falcone empha
sized, because we too will be resurrected 
and join God in heaven. 

"What we need to see is that Resurrec
tion, Ascension, exaltation, are also very 
real moments to which we ourselves are 
being called," he said. 

But while the theological significance 
of these events is clear in Catholic teach
ings, a number of the details surrounding 
the Resurrection and the Ascension — 
even the length of the period between 
these events — are not. 

Indeed, the Scripture accounts vary 
widely on how long. Jesus remained on 
earth after his death on the cross, who he 
saw and what he did. . 

Evolving beliefs 
According to Father Falcone, the earli

est, mention in the New Testament — in 
terms of when scholars believe the books 
were written — of the Resurrection is 1 
Corinthians 15:3-7. 

In that section of die letter — written 
approximately in the year 55 — St. Paul 
summed up the events surrounding Jesus' 
death and resurrection, and his appear
ances after his death, declaring that these 
teachings are the ones that he was taught. 

But, Father Falcone noted, there is no 
mention in die letter of the Ascension. 

Because St. Paul points out that these 
are the lessons that he had received, the 
priest observed, the passage suggests that 
the Ascension as we understand it is not 
a major part of the Christian beliefs at 
that time. 

The first mention of die Ascension in 
Scriptures comes in Luke's Gospel and 
the Acts of die Apostles, which were writ

ten around 75-80, Father Falcone contin
ued. At the beginning of the Gospel, the 
priest noted, Luke declares that he has 
done research before beginning to write, 
and thus is recording what others are then 
teaching. 

"Somewhere between 55 and 80- die As
cension has slipped in," Father Falcone 
remarked. 

But Luke then offers two different 
times for when die Ascension took place. 
In die Gospel, the Ascension occurs East
er Sunday. In Acts, however, Luke sets die 
interval between die Resurrection and As
cension at 40 days - the only mention of 
that span in die Scriptures. 

In looking at the other Gospels, John— 
written around 95 — "has die Ascension 
taking place on the very day of the Res
urrection," Father Falcone observed.. 

Matthew's Gospel, on die other hand, 
makes no mention of the Ascension. 
Mark mentions it only in an ending added 
later, but does not give a dme for it, Fa
ther. Falcone noted. 

In setdng the dme between die Resur
rection and the Ascension at 40 days in 
Acts, Luke is making use of the classical 
biblical number to denote a period of for
mation, according to Father Edward 
Schillebeeckx, OP, in "Ascension and Pen
tecost," published in the May 1961 Wor
ship magazine. 

Father Schillebeeckx observed that the 
flood lasted 40 days and 40 nights; Moses 
spent 40 days on ML Sinai; Israel spent 40 
years in the desert; Elias walked 40 days 
and 40 nights to Mt. Horeb; and Jesus 
spent 40 days in die desert before begin
ning his own ministry. 

Likewise, Father Raymond E. Brown, 
SS, in his 1973 book, The Virginal Concep
tion andSodify Resurrection of Jesus, argued 
that die 40-day span between die Resur
recdon and die Ascension is intended to 
prepare for the coming of die Holy Spirit 
at Pentecost, "which marks die beginning 
of the missionary "thrust of Christianity." 
' "We can interpret the first chapter of 
Acts as a Lucan attempt to fill in the dme 
between two datable events, approxi
mately 50 days apart: Jesus' death at 
Passover time and die charismatic mani
festation at Pentecost. By allotting defi
nite spans of time to die events sur
rounding die resurrection... Luke is able 
to provide a bridge between the earthly 
ministry of Jesus and the history of die 
Christian community.", 

The church decided to use dm Lucan 
time frame of 40 days for its own com
memorations of the events after Easter -
to give enough dme for us to reflect on 
the suffering and resurrection of Jesus, 
Fadier Falcone noted. H e acknowledged, 
however that die specific literal interval 
is still left open to interpretation. 

Appearances 
- In addition to differences concerning 
the time span between the Resurrection 
and die Ascension, die different texts al
so contain different accounts of appear
ances of Jesus during dial period. 

Mark and John have him appearing to 
Mary Magdalene alone, while Matthew 
has him appearing to her and another 
Mary at the same time. Luke and Mark 
alone record appearances to two disciples 
on die road. Luke and Mark also alone 
record an appearance to the Eleven on 
Easter night. John, on die other hand, has 
him appear to the disciples, minus 
Thomas, Easter night, ithen to the disci
ples with Thomas a week later. John men-
dons an appearances to seven disciples at 
die sea of Tiberias, while none of the oth
er Gospels do. Meanwhile, only Matthew 
mentions an appearance to die Eleven on 
a mountain in Galilee. 

Further, some of die appearances seem 
to have taken place after Jesus ascended. 
For example, in John 20, Jesus tells Mary 
not to cling to him because he has not yet 
ascended to die Father — die implication 
is that he is about to do so immediately — 
then he appears to the disciples later that 
night, apparently after ascending. And in 
Matthew 28:18, Jesus tells the disciples 
that all authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to him, suggesting that he 
has already returned to die Fadier. 

Fadier Brown addressed some of this 
juggling around of die timing of die ap
pearances in terms of die Ascension. 

"It seem diat in primitive Christian tiie-
ology Jesus' ascension into heaven (his 
glorification) and his communication of 
the Spirit were understood as aspects of 
die resurrection ofjesus, constituting one 
eschatalogical act of God. 

"The union of these ideas may have 
been suggested by the fact that the Lord 
who appeared to die disciples was Jesus 
exalted in glory; and from this appear
ance die disciples came to understand 
that Jesus had been raised from die dead, 
as they felt the presence of his Spirit in. 

dieir lives." 
Meanwhile, he speculated that die vari

ations in the accounts in general "arose 
in part because mere never was one unan
imously accepted tradition with a com
plete geographical or chronological se
quence of appearances." 

Furdier, he goes on die suggest diat "in
dividual Christian communities had inde
pendent reminiscences of tjie risenJesus." 

Faith and salvation 
Fadier Falcone pointed out that while 

Scripture scholars and theologians can 
debate die specific details of the Resur
rection, die appearances and die Ascen-
sipn(1these events remain mysteries, and 
belief in their reality is ultimately a matter 
of faith. 

"Up until die time of die Crucifixion, 
the death and burial, anybody'could en
vision what was happening," he said. "You 
didn't have to believe. 

"Once you cross that, you get to the 
Resurrection," he continued. "You can on
ly see that enlightened by die power of 
faith." 

But, he added, "If I could prove die Res
urrection by any explicit historical proofs, 
it would no longer be the object offaidi." 

Moreover, these events have a broader 
spiritual implication for believers. 

"Jesus, several times, especially in 
John's Gospel, says he will send the Spir
it when he has returned to die Father," 
Father Falcone said. "He says he can't 
send diat Spirit until he reaches diat full 
glory. At that point he can begin to em
power all of humanity wjtii the gifts of die 
Holy Spirit." 

In Christian beliefs, the Resurrection. 
and die Ascension are inextricably tied to 
the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pente
cost, Fadier Schillebeeckx noted. 

"The resurrection, die ascension and 
pentecost are three distinguishable mo
ments of one progressive saving action: 
die death, die rising from die dead, die 
establishing of Christ as Kyrios or Lord 
(the essence of'ascension') and ultimate
ly the actual effusion of die Holy Spirit," 
he wrote. 

As Fadier Schillebeeckx wrote, "Ascen
sion and Pentecost are the foundation of 
our hope. 

"Everything of humanity that we pos
sess, Christ took with Him to the Fadier 
through Christ's glorification humanity is 
taken up for good into the life of God." 
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GENERAL 

Announcements 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 716-328-4340. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send, information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Help Wanted 

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE 
AND BILLING MANAGER: 

FULL TIME-Manage all 
aspects of Customer Service 

relationships for parishes, 
schools, and parents regarding 
Accounts Receivable. Manage 
the cash process function to 

ensure adequate internal con
trol Support the controller's 

function of reporting and analy
sis. Bachelors degree in 
Accounting, Finance or 

Business Administration or 
5 years equivalent experience 

desired. Send resume by 
June 1st to: Barbara Pedeville, 

Diocese of Rochester, 
1150 Buffalo Road 

Rochester, NY 14624. EOE 

EMPLOYMENT 

Help Wanted 

EARN MONEY READING 
books! $30,000/yr. income 
potential. Details 
800-513-4343, ext, Y-1467. 

TELEPHONE:Soliciter tor 
National Catholic Magazine 
locally. Earn $9 on each paid 
sale. Average 3 sales per hr. 
Will train..Protected territory, 
generous production, bonus, 
great repeat business. Please 
call Mr. Luba 1-800-782-0848. 

Antique* & Art 

10-5 7 days 
ANTIQUES WANTED: Turn 
old items in to cash. Quality 
furniture, oriental rugs, oil 
paintings and much. more. 

Rich CuddetMck Antique* 
1 - 8 0 0 - 8 8 7 - 7 1 1 6 

Clothing 

CUSTOM T-SHIRTS, 
sportshirts, hats, sweatshirts, 
jackets, screenprinted/embroi-
dered, ad specialties. Dave 
Pray. PSA ActivaWear 
716-586-1155. 

-"*? 
Furniture 

FOR SALE: Lazy Boy Electric 
Deluxe Chair. Sitting to stand
ing position. Value $1,000. 
Asking $800. St. Joseph 
Church 716-346-3815. 

Wanted to Buy 

•Furniture, Trunks, Clacks, 
Sterling and China, Linnens. 

Wauled: complete estates and house
holds. Sell to me for cash or I will 
conduct a sale for you. 

sOatimu 
7f6-647-2480 

Appliance Repair 

We Make 
House 
Calls 

SEW &VAC REPAIR CTR. 
724WmtonRd.N. 

716-482-6111 

,,;s "' -'\',l '& *-W: '•fvi 

Carpeting 
& Floor Care 

CARPET CLEANING 
CHEM-DRV 

ROCHESTER a FMGER LAKES 
716458-5797 • 716496-1076 

*to*nttiadforiCC0*XJu« 
•MoraOnMtotUMotCa 

Ceiling Repair 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL
INGS 9' x 12' ceiling only $59. 
Water Damage, drywall, plaster 
repairs. Quality work; reason
able prices, 716-392-5076. 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Hicks Home Heating 
Call us for Summer Comfort: 
Heat & Air Conditioning 

Specialists 
• Seles • Serrice • Installation 

Family Owned & Operated 

4244848 

^^ra 

Home improvement 
MASONRY REPAIR: brick 
steps, sidewalks,, basements, 
patchwork. Reasonable. 35 
yrs. exp. etc. 716-323-1007. Al 
Meyvis.Sr. 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office, 
.houMhoM moving and" 
OcllVErKI. 

BlrorSmall Wiaathrm Alt! 
47*6610/473-4357 

23 Arlington St. Rochetter NV H607 
. NY60TM657 . 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

N Htyvis Jr. Interior/Exterior 
Painting garages, porches, smal 
homes, basement wals repaired, 
wt basement problems, gutters 
cleaned, al types of home repair. 
M U M JDM OTKOmt * dSmOf 

Discount71*402-4435 • 3234176 

Painting 
& Wallcovering 

B U R G - M A S T E R 
PAINTING/PAPERHANGING, 
texture ceilings, walls, ceilings 
repaired, rugs shampooed. 
Insured, powerwashing. Dan 
Burgmaster, 716-663-0827. 

Roofing Siding 
& Gutters 

HOOfllC 1IMHHC CO. 
Established 1912 

George R. Bowman, Sr. 
• Roof Repairs • Siding • 
> Replacement Windows • 

• SeemtoAJuoinuiri Gutters • 
• Glitter Gleaning • keProMems • 

671-3270 
671-2912 

* i ™" _ VM,,'*ite,„,jwv < fr •>«*mer" 

Calin&&84340 to advertise in tie Courier Classifieds 
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