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In my mail today came a letter from 
an institution for which I have great 
respect and to which I make a modest 
annual financial contribution. The first 
line of the inside address read* "Most 
Reverend Matthew H. Clark." There fol
lowed my address in the usual format. 
Then came the salutation of the letter: 
"Dear Most." 

I got a kick out of the way in which * 
something intended to personalize one 
letter of a large mailing had exactly the 
opposite effect. 

It is the first time that I have been 
greeted ."Dear Most" in a salutation. But 
it is certainly not the first time I have 
been addressed in a way that demon
strated that a letter I received was some
thing less than totally personal. I have 
no problem at all with that. I know the 
individual who wrote to me on behalf of 
the institution in question. He is an 
extremely busy individual who could 
not possibly be expected to do all of the 
letters himself or even to proofread 
them for accuracy. In an ideal world 
someone on the institution's develop
ment staff might have caught the faux 
pas. But, to be honest with you, my sus
picion is that they do not assign staff 
time to proofread such letters to donors 
at my level of giving. The bottom line is 
that I will add a little, to last year's gift 
as planned and send it in as usual. 

I choose to write about "Dear Most" 

not just because of the amusement it 
brought. I comment on it also because it 
illustrates the possible down side of a 
great •opportunity that presents itself to 
our iai th community. I refer to the 
increased y&e of computer and commu
nications technology to strengthen bur 
community and to advance our com
mon mission. The advice of experts, 
what I see every day in a variety of 
fields, the way our kids are trained, all 
convince me that we will be left far 
behind if we do hot make a serious 
investment of time, energy and money 
in this field. 

We simply cannot afford to fall to,o far 
behind irt this regard. To do so would, 
be to weaken our capacity to interact 
within our faith community in some 
very important ways. I am afraid that it 
would also weaken, Our ability to engage 
in a credible dialogue with the' culture 
in which we find ourselves. Both would 
be very bad for us. -

Does that seem scary to you? Or 
depersonalizing? Or like a distraction 
that> however worthy, leads us away 
from our main purposes? I think I can 
understand such concerns. My questions 
are not so much with the idjea or tifte 
theory of it all. I am convinced that we 
need to move ahead in the use of tecfe 
nology if we are to be credible to the 
generations who will follow us. *•. 

My personal question is whether I will 
be able to learn the new set of skills I 
will need if I am to be able just to keep 
track of what will be happening. That 
seems intimidating to me and it will 
until I actually acquire the desired skills. 

My pastoral question is how best this 
incredible technology can be used to 
free us for mission, foster our growth, 
bring us together, personalize our lives, 
help us to learn all through life, enable 
us to use our limited resources in the 
wisest possible way. 

What do you think about the church 
and this kind of technology? What 
opportunities do you seefor us? What 
concerns do you have? Any specific sug
gestions about ways in which the use of 
technology can help free us for the 
good purposes mentioned above? Any 
particular cautions you would raise for 
consideration bef0rfewdjgpi66 far in 
this direction? Let us know what you 
t h i n k . •«,•--•. . , 
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Sponsor a Child at a Catholic 
Mission. It's 

j^lfcJE~2f: 

Little Maria sells oranges on the 
street in a village in Guatemala. 
Her family can't afford to send her 
to school. Will you help a poor 
child like Maria? 

Your opportunity to help a-very poor child is 
miicfc too Important to miss. AnoVChrisfian 
Foundation for Children and Aging (CFC A), an 
international Catholic sponsorship program can 
show.you the affordable way. . -

Ordinarily it takes $20 a month to provide 
one poor child with the lifexchanging benefits of 
sponsorship. But if this is not possible for you, 
we invite you to sponsor at a level you can 
afford (minimum $10). CFCA will see to it from 
other donations and the tireless efforts of our 
missionary partners that your child receives the 
same benefits as other sponsored children. 

Your sponsorship pledge helps provide a 
poor child at a Catholic mission site with nour
ishing food, medical care, the chance to go to 
school - whatever is needed most. Your pledge 
gives a child hope for a' brighter future. You can 
literally change a life! 

To help build your relationship, you receiver 
picture" of your child (updated yearly), informal, 
tion about your child's family and country, let
ters from your child and the CFCA newsletter; 
But most important, you receive the satisfaction 
of helping a poor child. Become a sponsor for 
one poor child today! 
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CFCA 
Catholic . 
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Sponsorship 
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Name Yes, I'll h e l p o n e chi ld: 
• Boy Q Girl •Teenager • Any in most need Address 

My monthly pledge is: 
Q$10 Q$15 Q$20 QS25 Q.Other$ 

nicontribute: . 

(ptMS»primT~ 

City/State/Zip _ 

Phone ( )i 

• monthly • quarterly Q semi-annually •annually 

• Enclosed is my first contribution of $ ._. 
(Make check payable to CFCA.) ' 

• I can't sponsor now, but here's my gift of $ _ , . 

Send to: CFCA 
c/oJodiMarcello, Catholic Courier 

ROBOX24379 
Rochester, NYil4624-0379 

716-328-4340 
Financial report tvaMHtm request I • Please send me more information about sponsorship. 

POUNDED AND OTffiCTEDBYCATHOUCLAY PEOPLE Donations art US. tax-deductible 
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The health of you and.your family dii^Uy^re^t^ jto the air you 
breath in your home. Your air ducts should Ite clean! Our new 
DUGTVISION will let you see for yourself if years of accumulated 
dirt, mold and mites might be the cause of allergies or other family 
discomforts; 

If yours is the DIRTIEST ductwork in town of the first 30 to apply 
for a free video inspection, we will do a FREE ductwork cleaning 
AMLPONATE $500 to your church on your behalf. 

Now, THAT'S SOMETHING NEW and UNUSUAL! A FREE air 
duct inspection and possibly a FREE duct cleaning. 

Why not call today? We'll schedule a time to stop by and rate your 
dirty ducts! You must be the owner of yout*sui^fariiIy residence. 
If, in our judgement, our duct system is the dirtiest of the first 30 
we inspect, we'll schedule your FREE duct cleaning. 

Your church will think you're wonderful and we won't tell them why. 

NEWARK 
315-331-3912 

CANANOAICUA 
716-396-2668 

GENEVA 
315-7ai-0556" " 

PENNYAN 
315-5364633 '.-,?' AUBURN. 

315-253-7939 

DW»ionofHafcyonlnci 

865 County toad 6 / Phelfe, N«w York 14532 
315-9464200 
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