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- At first glance, the mood at Cathohc
Famllyland ‘was 'so jovial that it literally
scared members of the Armstrong family.

“There were all these people smiling
and waving at each other. My daughter did
.not get out of the car for two hours,” Jan-
ice Armstrong recalled. She added that her

*husband, Tom, wondered aloud just what -

he had gotten himself into.

“So I went in the chapel and said to (the
Virgin) Mary, ‘You got us here, take care of
our family and heal us the way you want,””

said Armstrong, a parishioner at St. Vin-

cent DePaul Churchin Churchville.
By the time they'd completed their one-
“week “Holy Family Fest” in 1994, Arm-~
strong said, her family — which included

four children ages 10 to 17 — was hooked.

v - In fact, they returned to Catholic Fami-
. lyland in 1995-and hope to join in yet an-
other Family Fest this. summer, when the

festivals will resumeafter a. two-year hiatus

due to facility renovation.
" ™It’s the most wonderful place in-the
world,” Armstrong stated.

Catholic Familyland, located in the hills
of southeast Ohio, offers families a blend
. of recreation, work and spirituality. The
950-acre site is located in Bloomingdale,
approxlmately 20 miles west of the Fran-
ciscan. University of Steubenville. Accord-
irig to Jerry Coniker, director of the Fami-

ly Fests, participants have come from as far '

_away as California and Arizona.

. The Family Fests’ goal, Coniker said, “is
to send the family back united with God.”

This emphasis on renewal is symbolized by
daily Mass and other forms of adoratmn
‘and prayer.

“Priests are hearing confessions under :

the trees all. day, Coniker remarked.
~ In the evening, spiritual programs are
held in Catholic Famxlyland S new state-of‘-
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pearances at these programs.
Families not only pray together, but also

- work together by performing daily clean-

ing chores at the facility. And play is em-

~ phasized through horseback riding, swim-

ming and volleyball during the day, and

concerts and dances atnight. -
“Families go- nght. from the sw1mmmg

pool into adoration,” Armstrong noted.

- She added that activities are geared to

. get families back in touch with the roots of .
" their Catholicism. “What struck me is the
- renewal of traditional prayers.and values,
especially the rosary,” Armstrong said.

Therese Hebding, whose husband and
four children attended Family Fests in 1994
and 1995, said she was elated that so many
famnilies were joined for a comimon cause.

“You have allthese hundreds of fainilies,
people with the same ideals — conservative
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torium, which seats 2,400 people. Bishops,. -~
. and even cardinals, have made guest ap- .

. Elalm Anmtrong, from St Vlncent
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DePaul: Parish in Churchville, with
Bomard a Catholic Famllyland staff
member, enjoys one of the recreation-

al opportunities at a Family Fest.

(Photo provided by Janice Armstrong)

Catholics who are following the pope and
magisterium of the church, not talking

* about women priests or anythirig like that,”

said Hebdmg, from St. Mary s Church i in
Rushville. *

- Travel & Summer Recreation
Ohio ‘Fam:ly Fests’ combme prayer, work, fi

vative atmosphere is reflected i inthe swim- * -
ming regulations: Both females and'males -

were required to wear:tops-in the pool area. . .

- Coniker rémarked that families often

don’t experience the full impact. of theser o

festivals until later in the week. -
“They slow down — no radio, - TVor -

newspaper. After three days, they say

they re really getting back to then' senses
again,” Coniker said. _
“Many people were ordmary teens: who

. had not wanted to be there,” Armstrong

recalled of her family’s first trip. “But they
were so excited and thrilled about what

‘they were being taught —ina good way.”

She added that, late in the week of their

* first trip, she was thrilled o see her ¢hil-

dren walkmgm a processxoq “witlftears in

= thelreyes
- Registration for: aweek at Catholic’ Fam- o

ilyland costs $99 per faniily and does'nof
include accommodations or meals (Fami
lies are allowed to bring their own food).-
Additional fees are. charged for families
who wish to rent cabins, or camper facili-
ties, on the site.

Coniker and his wifé, Gwen, b the

 Family Fests in 1990. They also founded

the Apostolate for Family Consecration —

 the sponsoring oxgax_nzatlon ‘behind Fam-

ily Fests — in 1974. o
Armstrong asserfed - that -the ‘Family

.Fests’ ideals are crucial in an era of erod-
'mgfamxly values. Whereas several families - -

in her Churchville nexghborhood have -
been torn by divorce in recent yéars, she
said her own family has been stnengt.hened
by-its attendance at Family Fésts.

“I think there’s peace in our'family.
There’s been some healmg, she saxd

. 0ee.

EDITORS ’ NOTE Catholu: Famzlykmd .
will Kast forir Famiily Fésts this sunimey: Juily 4-
10; July 18-24; Aug. 1-7; andAug 1521. For

. registration’ mformatwn, tall 1-800-FOR-
Fori mstance, Hebdmg sald ‘the conser-h : MARY :
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Air, hotel two meals daily -
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Hear & There, Inc.is a lnonpfof t travel sérvice to benefit the deaf and’ haro‘ of hearmg
Hearand@aol com

" Pilgrimage to Taizé’ Rellg:ous
* Community in France + May 99

“play, two meals
" daily, sightseeing .
© $2,398 (ppdo) - -
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